This essay will display a portfolio of a variety of different school classroom activities that are delivered in one's school setting that promotes Welsh language, culture, historical and geographical features. This portfolio will use activities from firsthand experience and use evidence from a wide range of sources to support it. It will also explore and critically analyse the significance of the concepts of identity and belonging. This essay will also critically evaluate some key events in Welsh history and the role of the Welsh language in that history. Also, it will try and critically reflect on the diversity of the language, geography and population in Wales. The school which is being talked about for evidence will be referred to as ‘School A’. School A is a primary school located in south Wales in the Swansea area.
The Welsh Government are putting plans in place to try and substantially increase the amount of Welsh Speakers in Wales. The goal is to reach one million fluent Welsh Speakers by the year 2050. The plan is to completely reform the way Welsh is taught in schools to pupils and make it more accessible and more compulsory throughout all stages of learning through schools in Wales. Not only do the Welsh government want to teach more school learners to speak Welsh, but also for more teachers to learn Welsh so that they can then go on to use the language a lot more in their lessons. Welsh-medium education provides opportunities for learners to develop their literacy, language and communication skills in Welsh as well as in English. Facilitating the use of Welsh across the curriculum and in extra-curricular activities is a great way to see progression throughout all stages of education and learning. Allowing and enabling children and young people the opportunity to speak Welsh can provide a solid foundation for learning other languages and reach their full potential. The Welsh Government want to make sure that the Welsh language is at the heart of all schools in Wales ethos’ and in the schools' strategic development plan.
“Developing a new curriculum that will inspire learners to learn and use the Welsh language is crucial to realising our vision for children and young people in Wales. We also need to ensure that they can measure their progress along the way to keep them motivated, and that the teaching and learning is based on teachers’ understanding of the most effective language acquisition pedagogy”- Welsh in Education (Welsh Government).
School A closely follows the Welsh Governments educational programs and syllabus and strongly believes in using Welsh as much as possible at every opportunity in school. One of the ways School A includes Welsh into the school day is by doing a ‘feelings garden’. Not only is this an excellent wellbeing activity to find out how the children are feeling, but it is also an excellent way to learn to express different emotions in Welsh, for example, “sut wyt ti? Dw I'n hapus”. This translates to “how are you feeling? I am happy”. This would be done at least once a day as soon as they come into school in the morning but ideally it would be done twice as they came in from lunch play in the afternoon. This would be a simple activity carried out in Welsh and every child in the class would have to give their response in Welsh so they are consistently learning simple Welsh questions and answers. A progression for this activity is asking “pam?” or “why?” are you feeling this way? To which the child would have to give a simple in response in welsh a reason for feeling the way they do, foe example, “achos dwi'n hoffi'r ysgol” which means “because I like school”. 
“A teacher who recently implemented a feelings chart in his K-1 classroom comments, ‘The process of creating the feelings chart brought kids into touch with a greater range of feelings and helped expand their feelings vocabulary. We looked at characters in literature and named and identified with their feelings. Children illustrated the feelings and used those illustrations as part of the feelings chart. This process, along with the introduction of our ‘peace nook,’ has allowed the children fuller recognition of a variety of feelings, especially strong feelings, in themselves and in others”- Bank Street College of Education
St. David or Dewi Sant is the patron saint of Wales and we have a St. Davids day which is celebrated all over the country every year on March 1st. Schools throughout Wales hold all types of celebrations which celebrates the life of Saint David and promotes Welsh language, cultural, historical and geographical features. School A hosts their own Saint David’s day assemblies for both foundation phase and key stage 2 pupils. This would typically involve lots of competitions in Welsh speaking, Welsh drawings, arts and crafts and many more. Some children would have to research facts about Wales, Saint Davids day and the Welsh culture and heritage and talk in front of the school in assembly about the information they have found about Wales. Another competition School A includes is its drawing contest. Pupils will have the chance to draw their own Welsh drawing such as the Welsh flag, a leek, a daffodil or a Welsh castle etc. The winner will be announced in the Saint Davids assembly and a prize will be given to the winner. Classes are also expected to learn Welsh songs and sing them in assembly as well as the whole school singing Welsh songs together. Everyone including staff are expected to wear red to represent the colour of Wales and pupils and staff also wear leeks or daffodils on their shirts as a symbol of Welsh heritage and culture. 
“Celebrations are held across the country to mark the life of Wales’ patron saint. Special concerts and parades are held in St David’s honour. Many people attend special church services, parades, choral recitals or Welsh literature readings. Schools plan celebrations, often involving choirs, on the day while children and some adults will wear traditional costume. Welsh cakes, lamb, mutton and leek dishes are traditional things to eat to mark the special day”- Amani Hughes (March 2019).
Additionally, another activity School A uses to promote the Welsh language is by doing the weather in Welsh. “Sut Mae'r tywydd heddiw” or “whats the weather like today?” is a great way of increasing the pupil's knowledge and understanding of Welsh by being able to ask and answer questions about the weather in welsh e.g. “Mae'n bwrw glaw” which translates to “it is raining”. This activity is done at least once a day in the mornings after register and feelings garden but can also be done again in the afternoon.
School A has a Welsh Committee which is a team of chosen year 6 children who are keen to develop Welshness around the school and promote the language in whatever way they can. This is overseen by senior members of staff who help the children develop strategies and plans to put in place to try and get more children speaking and learning Welsh and using it in school as much as possible. Pupils take their roles on the Welsh Committee seriously and act as mature role models when supporting younger children with their Welsh work. The Welsh Committee are also expected to plan and carry out activities relating to the Welsh language in some way or another. This has a positive effect on the pupils skills across the whole school both young and old and develops their Welsh language skills further. Discussing issues and problems relating to the Welsh language and how they can improve it are just some of the topics focused on in Welsh committee meetings.
“The Welsh language is one of Europe’s most robust minority languages, having survived despite its close proximity to the most dominant world language of the past two centuries (English). The Welsh language is a key part of the region’s culture and identity, being the primary language spoken in some of our communities, as well as having a significant presence in many workplaces, learning institutions, and around our town and village streets. Welsh skills are increasingly seen as key employment skills in a number of emerging sectors, such as the media, food and tourism sectors, and the production of digital content” - Conwy and Denbigshire Public Services Board
‘Welsh Week’ is highly successful in School A and takes place once a year. Guest speaking celebrities such as Welsh rugby players, football players and former boxing world champions often come in to discuss how important the welsh language is not only to them but to everyone in Wales and especially schools in Wales. This engages the pupils and makes them want to learn Welsh as they can learn about all the benefits that can come with it throughout their lives. A wide range of extra-curricular activities are provided, trips to historic Welsh landmarks and places of importance, and sports activities. ‘Welsh Week’ has a positive influence on pupils wellbeing, motivation to speak and learn welsh, and develops their social skills through the language. Some of the activities during ‘Welsh Week’ include writing traditional Welsh poems, studying various Welsh landscapes, studying Welsh castles and even building their own Welsh castles through the means of arts and crafts.  Some children set up their own Welsh café which took a lot of planning and organising. The pupils had to come up with their café name, what they were going to sell, how much the items were going to cost and who was going to work where and when. Anyone who wanted to purchase items in the café had to ask in Welsh and staff working had to reply in Welsh and give the correct amount of change etc.  Some pupils carried out surveys on who people's favourite Welsh star was and recorded the data and displayed them as bar graphs. Some other activities included singing, dancing, drama, poetry, art and story writing.
“The Welsh Government strategy was announced in April 2010 to develop effective provision from nursery education to further and higher education. The Welsh Government's vision is for an education system that responds to the demand for Welsh-medium education and secures an increase in the number of people who are fluent Welsh speakers and can use the language with their families/carers, in their communities and in the workplace. The Welsh Government's aim is to provide an education system that enables more learners of all ages to build a wider variety of Welsh language skills”- Welsh Government
All local authorities in Wales are required to develop and submit their Welsh in Education Strategy Plan (WESP) to the Welsh Government to display how they intend to achieve set targets and aims set out in the Welsh-medium Education Strategy. The Welsh Governments goal is to enable all learners to further develop their Welsh language skills and be able to confidently and accurately use it in day-to-day life. To attain this goal, local authorities need to plan to enable all learners to benefit from their curriculum and enjoy learning and teaching that motivates them.
In Welsh medium schools, Welsh is the main language used in everyday teaching and communication. In the Foundation Phase, all pupils are taught in Welsh 100% of the time, while in Key Stage 2 they are taught in Welsh at least 70% of the time. In Welsh Medium schools, children and staff communicate in Welsh both outside and inside the classroom. Both Welsh and English are used to communicate with parents. There are roughly 450 Welsh medium primary schools in Wales, and around 25% of children in year 2 are taught in Welsh as their main language. There are many benefits from learning two languages, one benefit being that it helps develop cognitive skills. Children who are in or who have attended a Welsh medium school often have better writing skills and will find it easier to learn other languages later in life. Children who attend Welsh medium schools also learn more about Welsh history and culture. Most children who attend a Welsh medium primary school will then go on to attend a Welsh medium secondary school. These secondary schools are highly respected and figures show that they often perform better and have better results than English medium schools. One potential barrier for someone thinking about putting their child into a Welsh medium school could be that the parents do not speak Welsh so they would not be able to support their child's learning. Although Welsh is the first language, pupils are expected to achieve the same standard in English at the end of Key Stage 2. English is not introduced as a formal subject until year 3. Around 30% of the teaching in Key stage 2 is in English and that is not just in English lessons. 
“It has been absolutely fascinating seeing them take on another language. It’s like the thrill you get from their first words all over again when they start to speak it. It’s a cliché but they are like sponges and have no problem adapting to a new language – I wish it were that easy at my age! There are proven benefits of bilingualism in any language in terms of brain development, and my feeling is that if you can give this to your child at no cost, why wouldn’t you? They are both very proud of speaking Welsh, and at the end of primary school my eldest daughter was awarded the Chair in the school Eisteddfod which was a very proud moment for us all” - Rebekah Tune
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