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Evaluate how community policing and community engagement can help to prevent terrorism and support counter-terrorism policing

In the intricate tapestry of modern security challenges, the spectre of terrorism looms large, casting a shadow of fear and uncertainty over communities worldwide. Yet, amidst this landscape of complexity and peril, there exists a beacon of resilience; community policing and engagement. With the ongoing rumpus against terrorism itself, empowering communities emerges as a pivotal strategy.
By fostering vigorous bonds between law enforcement agencies and the communities in which they serve, implementing inculcating initiatives, and promoting gregarious cohesion, communities can play a proactive role in averting terrorist acts. 
As interpreted by the Crown Prosecution Service (2020), terrorism, as a term, is defined under the Terrorism Act 2000. 
Terrorism is the utilisation or threat of activities that are designed to influence the government or an international governmental organisation, whilst daunting the public. The use or threat must further an ideological, racial, religious or political objective. 
A neighbourhood policing team’s principal purpose is to maintain the safety and security of the public (Stephan, n.d.). Regrettably, this mission is no longer limited to traditional crime, with the prevention and deterrence of future terrorist attacks on British soil emerging as a critical component of their duty. Though it is profoundly arduous to predict how and when a terrorist attack is likely to occur, being aware of this information may preserve hundreds or even thousands of British lives.                                                                                                                      In a premeditated, indiscriminate and cruel act of abject barbarity, twenty-two individuals were murdered and over a thousand were injured, on May 22nd, 2017, at The Manchester Arena (Watson, 2022). In his report, Chief Constable, Stephen Watson, acknowledged that despite the professionalism and selflessness of so many frontline employees, how they reacted to this atrocity was inadequate. Watson emphasised that the failure was indeed caused by insufficient training, corrupt planning and poor communications.                                                                                                 
Nonetheless, as communities across the United Kingdom grapple with the threat of violent extremism and terrorism, traditional approaches involving law enforcement have shifted towards a more community-based paradigm (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2024).                     As an example, Lancashire Constabulary has nationally set the standard for creating innovative strategies involving young people by encouraging discussion within key groups. For instance, the development of the Action Counters Terrorism (ACT) Awareness, a platform that unites counter-terrorism campaigns to warn, inform and reassure the public (Police Scotland, n.d.). The constabulary recognises that preventing individuals from engaging in extremist activities is the foremost approach to counter the threat of terrorism (Lancashire Constabulary, 2024).                                                                                                 In the unique context of England and Wales, several further tailored community strategies prove instrumental. In 2023, the revised counter-terrorism strategy, ‘Contest’ was introduced by the Home Secretary (GOV.UK, 2023). The proposal seeks to lessen the threat of terrorism so that neighbourhood policing teams and the community can work together to live freely and confidently. ‘Contest’ has four strands; Pursue, Prevent, Protect and Prepare (Kent County Council, n.d.).                                                                                                      The proactive investigation and deterrent of terrorist acts are the main objectives of the ‘Pursue’ component. This pillar seeks to identify and apprehend persons involved in terrorist activities through intensive monitoring, law enforcement operations, and intelligence collection, thereby preventing attacks before they occur (Counter Terrorism Policing, n.d.).                     
                                                              
In terms of community policing, a vital component of the United Kingdom’s counterterrorism efforts is the ‘Prevent’ strategy; located within Section 26 of the Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015 (GOV.UK, 2015), with its objective of preventing individuals from becoming involved in terrorism and extremism (HM Government, 2023). This proposal also involves the interaction with educational institutions, healthcare providers, communities and other relevant parties to pinpoint and resolve the underlying causes of radicalisation.                                                                                  The ‘Prevent’ proposal supports those presently associated with acts of terrorism, by supporting their rehabilitation and disengagement, for example (Home Office, 2023). Most constabularies across the United Kingdom receive mandatory ‘Prevent’ training, with a designated leader responsible for the delivery's management. Furthermore, in 2020, the College of Policing introduced a module based on vulnerability to radicalisation, a package containing thirteen fundamental disciplines of public protection against terrorism (HMICFRS, 2020). 
Fostering initiatives such as the ‘Prevent’ strategy, relationships between the police and the community are formed. Confidence encourages cooperation within investigations and intelligence sharing, boosting the efficiency of counter-terrorism efforts.                                       Through proactive law enforcement operations, intelligence gathering and international cooperation, the United Kingdom seeks to disrupt terrorist activity and bring perpetrators to justice. This proactive stance has enabled the United Kingdom to thwart numerous terrorists and dismantle extremist networks, thereby mitigating the immediate threat to public safety.  Community engagement, too, serves as a critical factor in the early detection of terrorist activities (Metropolitan Police, n.d.). It is evident that community members, intimately familiar with their surroundings, possess a keen eye for identifying suspicious behaviours or individuals that may elude traditional surveillance methods. Community policing creates an atmosphere where essential information may be openly shared, enabling law enforcement and community members to work together without fear of reprisal. 
In conclusion, community policing and community engagement are vital instruments in the perpetual struggle against terrorism and the fortification of counter-terrorism policing endeavours. These intertwined strategies are imbued with the essence of trust, collaboration, and resilience.                                                                                                                        Through a tapestry of outreach initiatives, educational endeavours and collaborative ventures, community policing empowers the local public to become vigilant within their neighbourhoods, by confidently identifying and reporting such suspicious activity. 
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