Modernism in Fiction
Ⅰ. Introduction 
At the beginning of the 20th century, Galsworthy, Wells, and Bennett insisted on the realistic tradition of the Victorian era and recorded the changes of bourgeois society and family in the period of social transformation in a realistic way. But they were soon challenged by modernist literature. According to Virginia Woolf (1882-1941), the year 1910 is an important year for the change of British novels from traditional realism to modernism. The first World War undoubtedly accelerated this change. In the war, a large number of innocent young people acted as cannon fodder and died in vain. After the first World War, many British people wavered in their belief in human nature, the future of human beings and even Christian cultural tradition since the Renaissance. The profound change of social ideology has promoted the vigorous development of modernist literature, and the English novels made a complete change as well.

Ⅱ. Approaching Modernism
ⅰ. When?
Modernism can be seen as a literary movement, spanning the period from the last quarter of the 19th century, in France and from 1890 in Great Britain and Germany to the start of the Second World War. 
It is really hard to directly define the year it started and the year it finished because there were still some writers writing after the 1950s who could still be considered as modernist writers and their writing has characteristics of modernism. Although it is impossible to define the exact years when modernism started and finished, it was roughly between 1890 and 1950 which is a turbulent time in history with revolutions and wars and all sorts of things going on.
ⅱ. What?
Modernism refers to a literary movement of the radical shift in aesthetic and cultural sensibilities evident in the art and literature, which marks a distinctive break with Victorian morality. Modernism takes the irrational philosophy and the theory of psychoanalysis as its theoretical base. It attempts to reject the past or the traditional past that all being proposed in the 19th century and even 18th century and to differentiate itself from the traditional mode of narratives by using certain new and innovative forms of expression. By advocating free experimentation on new forms and new techniques in literary creation, it casts away almost all the traditional elements in literature such as story, plot, character, chronological narration, etc. 
ⅲ. Why?
The birth and growth of Modernism can be attributed to social and ideological factors. 
Socially, Modernism emerged from skepticism and disillusion of capitalism. The catastrophic First World War tremendously diminished the power of the British Empire and brought about great sufferings to its people as well. The shock of the war severely destructed people’s faith in the Victorian values; The postwar economic dislocation and spiritual disillusion had a profound impact upon the British people. 
Ideologically, the development of the irrational philosophy and new science greatly attracted modern writers to make new explorations on human natures and human relationships. Darwin’ s theory of evolution exerted a strong influence upon the people, causing many to lose their religious faith. Einstein’s theory of relativity provided entirely new ideas for the concepts of time and space. Freud’s analytical psychology drastically changed the conception of human nature. 
ⅳ: Who?
The first three decades of the 20th century were another glorious golden year of the English literature. The literary world was full of great poets and writers. In the field of poetry, T. S. Eliot (1888-1965) published Waste Land in 1922, using a large number of myths to depict the spiritual loss of the Post-war world and express the hope of human regeneration. His poems represent the outstanding achievements of modernism. Irish poet William Butler Yeats (1865-1939) made great efforts to establish his mystical symbolic system and to explore the philosophy of life. Yeats’ way of writing shifted from traditional to modern, reflecting the transition and change of English poetry and indicating the process of casting away the influence of the old tradition and creating modern poetry style.
In stimulating the technical innovations of novel creation, the theory of the Freudian and Jungian psycho-analysis played a particularly important role. With the notion that multiple levels of consciousness existed simultaneously in the human mind, that one’s present was the sum of his past, present and future, and that the whole truth about human beings existed in the unique, isolated, and private world of each individual. Writers like James Joyce and Virginia Woolf concentrated all their efforts on digging into the human consciousness. 
ⅴ. Schools?
1. Symbolism
Symbolism is the earliest and most influential literary school in the western modernism literary movement, which is divided into two periods. Early symbolism was popular in France in the second half of the 19th century. After the first World War, the late symbolism came into being. In the 1920s, the late symbolism reached its climax.
Symbolism has distinct characteristics: creating morbid “beauty”, expressing inner “supreme reality”, using a symbolic hint, building an image in illusion and using musicality to increase meditation effect. It develops the artistic characteristics of early symbolism, opposes superficial lyricism and direct preaching, advocates the unity of emotion and reason and expresses the beauty and infinity of the idea world through symbolic implication, image metaphor, free association and musical nature of language.
2. Imagism
Imagism is a variation of symbolism. The characteristics of Imagist Poetry: clear, precise, concentrated, concrete, no cathartic feelings and no truth preaching. It focuses on the expression of the poet’s intuitive image. However, the author’s intuitive feelings are not expressed directly but implied through images.
3. Expressionism
Expressionism is an important school of modernism which gained its popularity in European and American literature from the early 20th century to the 1930s around the first World War. Originated in Germany, it initiated from painting and then extended to literature.
It first appeared in a painting review published by Walden, a German critic, in a magazine, which emphasized the break of the external appearance of things and the expression of the internal world.
The characteristics of expressionism: abstraction, deformation, the use of masks, the complexity of time and space, emphasis on sound and light effects and symbolism and absurdity. Its guiding principle is that “art is a performance, not a reproduction”. It holds that literature should not reproduce the objective reality, but reflect the subjective spirit and internal passion of human beings. It is meaningless to accurately describe the external form of things. Poems in Expressionism are passionate, eloquent, strength-pursuing and emotion-exaggerating with concentrated verses. Abstract symbolism is often used in dramas and novels to express profound philosophy and themes.
4. Existentialism
Existentialism originated in France in the 1930s and reached its peak after World War II. It is the most powerful and popular literary trend in modern literature.
Existentialist Literature based itself on existentialist philosophy. It propagates existentialist philosophy in the form of literature. It is characterized by rationality rather than image; its core is “existence precedes essence” and “the world is absurd”. 
“Absurdity” and “pain” are the basic themes of existentialist literature. On the one hand, it describes the absurdity of the world; on the other hand, it shows people’s misfortune and destruction, as well as loneliness, disappointment and fear.
5. Stream of Consciousness
Stream of consciousness novel is a kind of novel rising in the early 20th century, which mainly shows people’s flow of consciousness and blurred spiritual world. Stream of consciousness holds that literature should show the flow of consciousness of characters, especially subconscious activity. The flow of consciousness follows “psychological time”, not physical time.
It is characterized by the creative methods of the stream of consciousness, such as symbolic suggestion, interior monologue and free association.

Ⅲ. Modernism in Fiction
[bookmark: _GoBack]When we talk about modernism, it is a very difficult age in the sense of classification and also a number of productions have come out since the beginning of the 20th century, making more difficult to give a comprehensive list of the publications which been come out of the land of England. Due to the various shifting tendencies in art, literature and other forms of writing, there is a certain kind of difficulty in even identifying what exactly belongs to English literature and what exactly has been produced by non-English traditions. And given all these difficulties, when we begin the discussion on Modernist prose and fiction, we could continue with our assertion of the limitation that it would be perhaps difficult task to try and identify a linear narrative for the prose and fiction of the 20th century. Here some representative writers and certain representative modes of writing which is said to have characterized the modernist fiction. 
D. D. H. Lawrence, the son of a coal miner, turned his attention to gender relations and reflected on the shortcomings of Western civilization. Lady Chatterley's Lover was banned in Britain and the United States for his bold sexual description. His novels such as Sons and Lovers, The Rainbow and Women in Love combine social criticism with sexual psychological exploration to criticize industrial civilization. As a counteraction to realism literature, modernism literature pursues psychological reality, pays attention to the observation of the psychological activities of characters and direct experience of the inner feelings of characters to reflects rich and colorful external reality in the mirror of the inner world.
Born in a literary family, Virginia Woolf was the one who in certain ways one could say perfected the stream of consciousness. Her works, Mrs Dalloway and To the Lighthouse, break through the traditional view of time and space and use the method of stream of consciousness in a superb way, which also shows the unique reflection of female writers on the history and current situation of women’s existence. In Mrs Dalloway, she employed similar techniques that Joyce used and she was talking about one day in the life of Mrs Dalloway and focusing on everyday details in the life of this particular character, Mrs Dalloway. A Room of One’s own is not a fictional piece of work, and it is an articulation of what would happen to Shakespeare’s sister if she had wanted to become a writer. It is an imaginative retelling of what the life of a woman writer was in the 19th century and how lack of one’s own space, one’s own resources has severely hampered the growth of a woman writer across centuries. It is one of Virginia Woolf’s feminist critical works and is considered to be the most persuasive of all feminist literary manifestos. This work deals with the status of women, the difficulties of a woman artist, the future of fiction and woman’s part in it.
Irish novelist, James Joyce (1882-1941) is regarded as the greatest writer in the history of English literature after Shakespeare. James Joyce was most notable for his daring use of the English language and he is the one person who is said to have entirely revolutionized not just the narrative techniques but also the use of English language moving away from all kinds of conventions and all forms of set rigidities.
His masterpiece Ulysses brought a revolution to the traditional English novels. Ulysses has a simple plot, which mainly records the daily trivia of three characters: Daedalus, Bloom and Molly, Bloom’s wife. In fact, the novel only writes about one day in Dublin, the capital of Ireland. It was the most common day in Dublin’s history besides the first tryst between Joyce and his future wife, Nala, on June 16, 1904. Joyce tries to show the essence of life and the exploration of human’s spiritual world in his novels. Therefore, Ulysses is praised by some critics as representing “all life and all history of modern society” in the West. The success of Ulysses lies in the fact that the description in stream of consciousness seems loose and boundless, but actually neat in structure and rigorous in logic.
British modernist literature tries to get rid of the shackles of tradition in terms of ideological content and artistic form, which is avant-garde. In essence, modernism literature is elite literature. After Ulysses was published, few people in the market paid attention to it. In the 1930s and 1940s characterized by crisis and war, severe social reality, sharp social contradictions and pressing social problems created conditions for the return of realism literature. Novels with realistic techniques were once again valued by people.
In the 1930s, While British novels changed from introverted to extroverted in theme, showing the dominant influence of society on personal fate, they changed from avant-garde to conservative in form, tending to adopt traditional narrative techniques. During this period, there were several trends in the British literary world: the first one is literature focusing on contemporary political and social issues. The second one is to criticize the corruption and degeneration of the middle and upper class of the bourgeoisie and create social satire novels. Evelyn Waugh (1903-1966) describes the absurdity, evil and degeneration in the marriage, family, school, religion and political life of the British society in his works such as Vile Bodies and A Handful of Dust. The third trend is the popularity of recreational literature. J. B. Priestley (1894-1984) tells the life stories of all social classes in a comedy way, showing the lifestyles of the vast areas of Britain. Agatha Christie (1891-1976), the “detective novel Queen”, carefully weaves the ups and downs and confusing plots in detective novels such as Murder on the Orient Express and Death on the Nile to provide readers with an imaginary world to escape from the severe social reality.
Two unique writers emerged in the 1930s: Graham Greene (1904-1991) and Robert Graves (1895-1985). As a Catholic writer, Green is devoted to exploring the spiritual crisis of human beings in modern society, recording the suffering of the individual soul between good and evil, and combining the exploration of the human inner world with contemporary political and social problems. In the late 1930s, Brighton Rock and The Power and the Glory established his position as an important British novelist in the 20th century. Graves is a poet and novelist. His ancient Roman Empire Trilogy I, Claudius, Claudius the God and his Wife Messina, and Count Belisarius are classic works of modern historical novels. Realistic techniques make people have a sense of intimacy with ancients with historic significance at the same time.

Ⅳ. Conclusions
20th-century fiction is particularly significant because, during this period, prose and fiction emerged as the most dominant genre even at the expense of poetry and drama. And this was the tendency that there was a growing shift towards fiction and towards the reception of fiction compared to other genres and this was also the time when writers began to experiment vividly and widely. Writers attempted to experiment with form and language and there was a profound influence of various political theories from other disciplines. Freudian influence was quite supreme in even dictating the plot structure and the thematic elements. The prose being a fairly young genre and there being no ancestor or a classical model in place, it became more imperative to develop a particular model which could suits this young modern genre.

