


There is major concern globally over the definition of terrorism. Countries and states across the world all have a different definition or are somewhat similar. Because of this, it is very hard for the public to understand what is defined as terrorism and what is not. However, not only is it difficult for the public, but it is also difficult when it comes to politics and legislation, with the biggest issue being terrorist activity within a country/state the individual/group does not originate from. Through exploring these complications as well as different definitions of terrorism and professional views and evidence to support, the essay will determine whether a global definition for terrorism is needed. To support research into terrorism, extensive research into the known terrorist organisation ‘Al Qaeda’ will be conducted to explore their ideology, motives and goals that had an influence on their attack on 9/11. This research is being conducted to conclude whether a global definition is needed and if Al Qaeda should be labelled as a terrorist organisation. 
The CPS (2021) provides the definition terrorism in the UK from Section 1 in the Terrorism Act 2000. In short, terrorism is defined as a threat or use of action globally, influencing government organisations and intimidating the public. Their purpose must be to promote political, racial, religious and/or ideological cause. The examples provided by the CPS (2021) include an extreme level of violence caused to a member of the public or to property, inflicting danger to life, imposing a high level of risk regarding health and safety. 
Although the UK has a definition, there is no global definition for terrorism. This is causing a continuing debate between international bodies as it causes great confusion (Lord Carlile of Berriew Q.C, 2007).   
A definition of terrorism within the Prevention of Terrorism Act 1989 states “the use of violence for political ends and includes any use of violence for the purpose of putting the public or any section of the public in fear.” 
The issue with this definition is that it is too broad. It does not include violence as a threat, only action. It excludes the use of adjectives to describe the severity of terrorism and the health and safety risks, as well as electronic disruption. It is for this reason, Section 1 Terrorism Act 2000 was created (Lord Carlile of Berriew Q.C, 2007). 
The brilliance of Section 1, Terrorism Act 2006, is identified through making it an offence to publish anything remotely related to encouraging terrorism. Additionally, the Act gives police the authority to arrest anyone they suspect is involved with terrorist activity without a warrant (Lord Carlile of Berriew Q.C, 2007). 
Ganor (2013) has been pushing for an international definition of terrorism for decades, as he states a definition is “crucial and possible”. He believes that without an agreement on an international definition, terrorism cannot be overcome and controlled to the level of efficiency it needs. Many points are raised in this speech, such as judgement to a member of a terrorist organisation without having a clear definition of what terrorism is. Another point being extraditing the terrorists, without a global definition it would be extremely difficult as another country might have a different definition of terrorism and therefore, they may not be able to hand over a person or group to the jurisdiction of the state the crime was committed in (Ganor, 2013). Ganor (2013) shares his version of a definition that he believes should be used internationally, this being “Terrorism is the deliberate use of violence aimed against civilians/civilian targets, in order to achieve political ends, nationalistic, social economical, ideological and religious.” The definition is similar to that of the UK; however, this is not the case for many other countries/states which only further promotes the need for an international definition. Additionally, Richardson (2006) shares her views on a definition, explaining that a clear definition provides a readily understanding of the level of threat terrorism poses. As well as this, it would help gather an understanding of why people involve themselves in terrorism and providing clarity between terrorism and forms of political violence.  
A study by Schmid and Jongman (1988) analysed 109 definitions and they found that 22 definitions used “definitional elements” (Bruce, 2013). Further research identified that 83.5% contained the term ‘violence’, 65% said it was ‘political’, 51% said it created ‘fear’ or ‘terror’, 47% identified ‘threats’, and 41.5% psychological effects. These are all factors of terrorism that should be included in one international definition (Schmidt and Jongman 1988). 
The difficulty with trying to form a global definition of terrorism is that people believe that it means different things. To overcome this, a decision must be made but the issue is deciding who. The UK definition of terrorism has a legal approach as it uses one definition in every situation deemed legally relevant (Greene, 2017). Due to the definition in section 1 of the Terrorism Act 2000 being the only definition in the UK, it is classed as broad and vague. The UKs reasoning behind the use of one definition is that they do not see a distinction between terrorists and freedom fighters as there are struggles with the Irish Republican Army (IRA) (Greene, 2017). In the US however, many different definitions of terrorism are available to suit their political needs as States cannot agree on the distinction between terrorists and freedom fighters. Another reason being that States cannot agree on whether a definition should cover acts or not, therefore they have created a political approach, instead of a legal approach containing one definition to suit all States (Greene, 2017). An academic approach to the definition of terrorism may be beneficial as it enables an insight into society and certain circumstances. The involvement of sociologists, criminologists for example would help reveal the nature of terrorism (Greene, 2017). 
An association that has been identified as a terrorist group is Al Qaeda. Al Qaeda is a group of Muslims that formed in Afghanistan in the 1980s, formed to fight the Soviet Union. Osama Bin Laden, the leader, wanted the network he had built with close associates to take jihad global (Bryman, 2015). The vision behind this plan was to create elite fighters by persuading smaller jihadist groups to join as one with him. However, by the 1990s his vision had developed into the focus of a larger enemy, the United States. Smaller jihadist groups were persuaded to join as the Al Qaeda brand had major benefits such as money, weapons, and training with experts in the field (Bryman, 2015). 
As a group, Al Qaeda have an ideology, one of these is that they are heavily led by anti-Semitism, meaning they are against Jewish people (ADL, 2021). Al Qaeda believe that the Americans are corrupt due to their Arab regimes, which influences their target on them as they believe a caliphate cannot be rooted until the West are defeated and removed from Muslim countries (Glenn, 2015). In order to remove all Americans and defend their faith, they call to kill them all, “The ruling to kill the Americans and their allies, civilians, and military, is an individual duty for every Muslim who can do it in any country in which it is possible to do it” (Osama Bin Laden, 1998, cited in Glenn, 2015). Al Qaeda’s ideology strives for Islam revolution, building a new world in politics, society, and economics, based on Islam (Gregg, 2010). 
It was made evident that Al Qaeda’s main goal was to inspire people to join, plan their attacks and carry them out against the United States and allies, paying close attention to economic and energy infrastructure (CRS Report, 2005-2007). The motives behind this goal are straight forward, Al Qaeda want to free all Muslims by defeating enemies of Islam. To do this they launch jihad against them through Muslim authority, on Muslim land and fly the banner of jihad, rallying the Muslims around it. Without these motives and goals, they believe they actions will do nothing but cause a disturbance without leading to the aspired goal of restoring the caliphate and removing invaders from their land of Islam. The goal of the Islamic jihad movement remains, regardless of sacrifices and time taken (Zuwahirir, n.d, cited in Gregg, 2010). 
One of the main issues with terrorism is how they abuse the internet for many purposes. One of these is propaganda, taking form as multimedia communications for ideological/practical instructions and explanations, as well as promoting the activities. This can be done using magazines, virtual messages, presentations, or audio/video files, as well as video games that have been developed by the terrorist organisations (UNODC, 2012, p.3). These are used as a form of recruitment, especially minors due to them being the majority of its users. For this the terrorist organisation will use computer games, music videos and even cartoons to glorify different acts of terrorism, with some being re-enactments of previous terrorist attacks. With the use of video games, the challenge withing the game may be to use violence against a significant person or state in which completed successfully earns a reward, promoting terrorist activity (UNODC, 2012, p.5). 
Another use of internet for terrorist organisations is training. The internet is like a training ground for terrorist organisations as they use online manuals, audios and video files that include information, advice and instruction on how to join; how to build explosives, use firearms and weapons; and how to follow through with a terrorist attack (UNODC, 2012, p.8). Al Qaeda published an online magazine named ‘Inspire’, in the Arabian Peninsula containing information on how Muslims train for jihad at home. It also contained encouraging material aimed at terrorism as well as statements made by Osama Bin Laden and other high figures within the organisation (UNODC, 2012, p.8).
Al Qaeda received worldwide attention after their attack on the World Trade Centre in New York on September 11, 2001. 19 individuals associated with Al Qaeda hijacked four airplanes, two of which flew into the twin towers of the World Trade Centre, the third hit the Pentagon in Arlington, Virginia, and the last crashed in a field in Pennsylvania. This attack killed almost 3000 people, triggering the president at the time, George Bush, to initiate the United States battle against terrorism. 
On the same day as the attack, the president formed a war cabinet. The cabinet quickly established its targets of identifying the source of the attacks and making sure they address it. After great effort, they identified Al Qaeda and its leader, Osama Bin Laden, as well as targeting Al Qaeda camps in Afghanistan (Gregg, 2021).
As for the UK, after the shocking attack of 9/11, ‘CONTEST’ was a strategy introduced in 2003 to counter terrorism. The most recent update of CONTEST reflects new findings, and a new strategy has been formed after reviewing all aspects of counterterrorism, to guarantee optimum response to coming threats (HM Government, 2018, p.8). The framework that CONTEST works with is the four P’s which stand for, “Prevent; to stop people becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism, Pursue; to stop terrorist attacks, Protect; to strengthen our protection against a terrorist attack, Prepare; to mitigate the impact of a terrorist attack” (HM Government, 2018, p.8). 
The latest update of CONTEST reveals that the level of threat for terrorism in the UK and globally is greater than the last update in 2011. The threat of Al Qaeda still has its grip over the world as the UK labels the threat from the terrorist group “persistent”. Whereas in the 2011 update, it states that there are a variety if terrorist threats in the UK and that the main threat was Al Qaeda, along with their affiliates and organisations with similar goals (HM Government, 2011, p.5).
It is hard to believe that Al Qaeda is an ongoing threat as their leader Osama Bin Laden was killed in 2011 by a group of US troops that raided a compound in Pakistan where he was reportedly in hiding (CNN Editorial Research, 2021). However, following his death, Al Qaeda has gained many more affiliates to expand and ensure the main goal is not forgotten regardless of the loss of their leader. The main affiliates of Al Qaeda include the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), an Algerian group created in 2006, later moving to Sahel in West Africa (Zulfiqar, 2019; Congressional Research Service, 2021). Others being the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) formed in 2009, the Indian Subcontinent (AQIS) formed in 2014 which operates in mainly Afghanistan, India, Pakistan, Myanmar and Bangladesh, in Egypt which includes smaller Al Qaeda supported groups that operate in the Sinai Peninsula and local communities (Zulfiqar, 2019; Congressional Research Service, 2021). 
In conclusion, it is evident that something needs to be done about the definition of terrorism. Terrorism should either have one definition for all, that suits every country in the world and its legislation, or there should be a global agreement that terrorism should have an international definition, as well as different sections within the definition that would make it easier when it comes to legislation and the prosecution as terrorism can be done in many ways. This would be the best alternative if a global definition cannot be reached, however it is most definitely possible as Dr Ganor stated in 2013. As for Al Qaeda, they should be labelled as a terrorist organisation, not only for the attacks they have committed but for their strong beliefs and to protect their faith of Islam and what they are prepared to do to ensure this is protected. Additionally, they are still well and truly active to this day trying to persuade people to join their organisation, mainly through the internet, targeting minors as they are more vulnerable to believe their beliefs and what they do is right. Additionally, they are undoubtably planning their next attacks, something that feels inevitable and the destruction of these individuals/groups supporting Al Qaeda will never stop them. The size and scope of Al Qaeda and its supporting groups is too large to destruct and therefore will be a never-ending threat, earning them the title of a terrorist organisation. 
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