The changing weaponry used by the Macedonian army under the rule of Alexander the Great and its effects on the Macedonian Phalanx between the years 335-323BC.

Abstract 
Alexander the Great fought and conquered a vast area and expanded his empire into Persia, Egypt and India. A key aspect of Alexander’s military success lay in the development and use of the Macedonian phalanx. The Macedonian phalanx had a unique way of fighting designed for a specific use on the battle field, the hammer and anvil. This research argues that Alexander the Great developed the role of the Macedonian phalanx employed by his father, Philip II, from a relatively minor part of the army at the battle of Chaeronea to the significant central and decisive force it became in the later battles of Issus and Gaugamela. This research argues that the sarissa armed troops were more adaptable on the battle field than may have previously been suggested and their flexibility, in terms of their ability to use different weaponry in different circumstances, may well have been key to Alexander’s success. The flexibility of the soldiers skills can be argued as a change Alexander made to the Macedonian phalanx. This project investigates the ancient sources of Plutarch, Diodorus, Arrian, Polybius and Quintus Curitus for evidence of the Macedonian phalanx and sarissa armed troops in action. The earlier battles of Chaeronea and Granicus may have featured the Macedonian phalanx and this is investigated, but it is at the battle of Issus in which it was used famously. Alexander went on to expand the phalanx and train thousands more phalangites. He went on to continue victory at the battle of Gaugamela and in India at the battles against Porus. The history is fragmented so there are scholarly debates surrounding the use of the phalanx, and in particular surrounding when it was first used. Scholarship by Markle helps build a detailed picture of the weaponry and its deployment by Alexander’s troops and shows how in particular the use of the sarissa was interchangeable with traditional hoplite weapons and armour.               

Draft structure 
Introduction 
This project aims to investigate the Macedonian phalanx and its use by Alexander the Great. The Macedonian phalanx was developed by Philip II, Alexander’s father. It is known that Alexander increased the use of the Macedonian phalanx within his army and was highly successful in his military campaigns. My research explores questions surrounding the development and implementation of the Macedonian phalanx through the analysis of ancient sources. How and when did Alexander use the Macedonian phalanx and how important was it role in Alexander’s strategy for his army. There are drawbacks/limitations and particular advantages on the use of the Macedonian phalanx that need to be explored. These points attempt to address the key debates within scholarship concerning when Alexander made these changes to his army and what purpose did these changes to the weaponry and structure of the army serve. 
Section 1 – The origin and features of the Macedonian phalanx  
· This section provides the background and context of the Macedonian phalanx and describes its key features. It focuses on the weaponry used and the drilling of the phalangists and their battle formation. This section makes a comparison between the hoplite phalanx and the Macedonian phalanx and discusses how the differences affect their strategic use on the battle field.  
· Reinstating the Hoplite: Arms, Armour and Phalanx Fighting in Archaic and Classical Greece, Schwatz, A. 
· Macedonian phalanx was highly organised arrangement of phalangites drilled to use their sarissas in a particular way. 
· Polybius gives a detail description of the formation of the phalanx and the use of the sarissa, which is carried in both hands above the soldier’s head then lowered before battle (Polybius.18.28-32).
· Used well the phalanx was near impossible to beat. 
· An invincible Beast: Understanding the Hellenistic Pike Phalanx in Action, Christopher Mattew. 
· Macedonian phalanx was different from the hoplite phalanx in a number of ways including the different spears used.  
· The Macedonians under the rule of Alexander used the Sarissa-armed men. Use of the Sarissa by Philip and Alexander of Macedon, M. M. Markle III. Markle III.
· The Macedonian Sarissa, Spear, and Related Armor, Markle, M. M.III. 
· Weaknesses.  
· The phalanx does have a flaw and has to be used on a specific battle ground. (Polybius. 12. 18)
· The idea of adjustability and flexibility of the pike phalanx formation that many scholars debate. As well as how easy or difficult it was to use in a battle strategy. An invincible Beast: Understanding the Hellenistic Pike Phalanx in Action, Christopher Mattew.
Section 2 – The use of the Macedonian phalanx in Alexander’s campaigns 
· In this section I explore the ancient accounts of battles and examine when and how Alexander used and developed the Macedonian phalanx.
· Battle of Chaeronea 
· It can be argued that Philip II of Macedon created the sarissa-armed infantry and before his death in 338 BC he used the new Macedonian phalanx with sarissas in the battle of Chaeronea, in this year. Use of the Sarissa by Philip and Alexander of Macedon, M. M. Markle III. Markle III.
· Battle of Issus  
· There are many ancient scholars that give evidence of the presence of the infantry section called the phalanx and even specified that it was Macedonian phalanx. This is important for my research as it gives a definite battle in which the Macedonian phalanx was used in battle by Alexander the Great. These scholars and passages are as followed:
· Arrians anabasis (2.8.2-11.7).   
· Diodorus, Historical Library, (17. 33. 1). 
· Also the modern scholarship of Hammond, (1992, page 397), in which he comments on the works of Diodorus, Life of Alexander. 
· Polybius writes about the battle of Issus in this section. Much like Diodorus’ report of the battle of Issus the phalanx was used as part of the Alexander’s army with other troops gathered in front. Polybius 12.19. 
· In the section (3.8.27-11.20) he gives details on the battle of Issus and then goes on in sections (3.9.7-8) to talk about Issus, phalanx and cavalry. Quintus Curtius [History of Alexander] with an English translation by John C. Rolfe. 
Conclusion 
To conclude my research shows a insight into the formation of the phalanx used by the Macedonians. As well as that a phalanx was developed and used under the rule of Philip II and Alexander the Great. It also looks into when the ‘Hoplite’ (Greek origin) phalanx was developed by the change in weaponry used and training of soldiers, into that of a Macedonian phalanx. With the use of sources and scholarship I believe that the Macedonian phalanx originated from the hoplite phalanx and was adapted during this time due to the land and enemy the Macedonians were fighting.     
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