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“Yet there are strengths. There is a substantial City Centre with

grand architectural heritage. It is still an attractive and lively

place. There is a strong tradition of office work and

entertainment, and outstanding cultural (Walker Art Gallery and

Philharmonic orchestra) and sporting (Liverpool and Everton FC) assets …

We must build on these things.”
- Michael Heseltine, ‘It Took a Riot,’ memo to Prime Minister and the cabinet, August 13 1981 (NA 

PREM 19/577), p. 4.

Michael 

Heseltine at 

the Albert 

Dock during 

its 

renovation; 

in 2014 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/catalogue/ExternalRequest.asp?RequestReference=PREM%2019/577




SCOUSE TODAY
A SYMBOL OF COMMODIFICATION, REGENERATION 

AND GENTRIFICATION?
SEE CIARA KIERANS AND JANE HAENEY, ‘THE ‘SOCIAL LIFE’ OF SCOUSE: UNDERSTANDING CHANGING CONTEMPORARY LIVERPOOL 

THROUGH CHANGING FOOD PRACTICES,’ CULTURAL SOCIOLOGY 4:1 (MARCH 2010): 101–122.



https://www.liverpoolworldheritage.com/why-is-

liverpool-a-world-heritage-site/



Above image Map of 

central Liverpool UNESCO 

World Heritage site . From 

Liverpool World Heritage, 

Official Map and Guide 

http://www.liverpoolworldh

eritage.com/Images/Printab

le_map_with_street_names.

pdf

http://www.liverpoolworldheritage.com/Images/Printable_map_with_street_names.pdf




https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-uk8QxNXPdY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-uk8QxNXPdY




• National Museums 

and Galleries on 

Merseyside (now 

National Museums 

Liverpool) est. 1986 

after the abolition of 

Merseyside County 

Council





“Liverpool’s cultural offer, including its museums, is without
parallel in any UK regional city. National Museums Liverpool is
the largest cultural organisation within the City Region, and
hence we work closely with our city partners to deliver an
innovative cultural offer to our visitors to ensure Liverpool
enhances its position as a cultural destination that delivers
increasing social and economic value.

“… In a period of public spending reductions this
responsibility grows even greater; we can help mitigate the
social consequences of adverse economic conditions by
ensuring we offer an excellent service to the widest possible
public.

“ … “We work closely with our partners to support
tourism to the Liverpool City Region. As the largest cultural
organisation in the North West, we are the largest single factor
in attracting tourists to the city region. We contribute £53m
and more than 1,200 jobs to the local economy. In addition
we have a significant positive effect on our audience’s
wellbeing. Education and social impact sit at the heart of
everything we do.”

- National Museums Liverpool, Strategic Plan 2018–2019

https://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/about/reports-plans-policies/documents/national-museums-liverpool-strategic-plan-2018-2019.docx


NML Strategic objectives for 2018/19

• To deliver a socially inclusive, educational, ethical, diverse, 
and innovative museum service that delights and inspires our 
‘in-venue’ and digital visitors.

• To ensure that National Museums Liverpool has a diverse 
workforce and is a place where people want to, and are 
proud to, work. 

• To be ambitious in our income generation plans and reshape 
our resources where necessary to remain financially 
sustainable.

• To develop appropriate partnerships which offer strategic 
development opportunities regionally, nationally and 
internationally.

• To engage with the UK Government to maximise the impact 
National Museums Liverpool has on soft power initiatives.

• To engage with the Liverpool City Region and the City to 
ensure culture continues to drive economic growth, positive 
social impact and placemaking in the region,

- National Museums Liverpool, Strategic Plan 2018–2019

https://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/about/reports-plans-policies/documents/national-museums-liverpool-strategic-plan-2018-2019.docx






UK 2011 census

Asian/Asian British: Chinese population

Merseyside: 11,554

Liverpool: 7978 (c. 1.7% of population)

Around 3,200 Chinese students were enrolled at the 

University of Liverpool in 2014 (source: China Daily)



Headquarters of See Yep Association and Chi Kung Tong 
(Chinese freemasons), Nelson Street, Liverpool 

Chinatown





“At the end of the millennium
Chinatown [was] suddenly

reinvented and refurbished with

garish coloured dragon-headed

lampposts, red-plastic pagoda-
topped phone boxes ...

“Were my grandfather to return

today to [Chinatown], he would
find a brilliant, garishly coloured

red-lacquered Chinese arch
imported from the People’s

Republic and erected by the

workers of China, the Chinese word

for ‘Chinatown’ Zhongguocheng

emblazoned across the upper part
of the monument.

Nelson Street, Liverpool, 
including the Chinese 

Arch. Erected in 2000, the 
Arch was built in China 

and a tangible  product 
of Liverpool’s ‘twinning’ 

with Shanghai 

- Gregory B Lee, Chinas

Unlimited: Making Imaginaries

of China and Chineseness

(Routledge: London, 2003),

pp. 99, 112



China in Contemporary Liverpool Museums:

John Moores Painting Prize,

Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool

Since 2012 the John Moores Painting Prize – held at the 

Walker Art Gallery (pictured above) on a biannual basis 

from 1957 onwards – has been accompanied by a parallel 

competition in Shanghai, with five winning Chinese 

artworks then put on display in Liverpool.



China in Contemporary Liverpool Museums:

World Cultures Gallery,

World Museum Liverpool

Pictured are a display 

panel and three bronze 

Bodhisattvas on show in 

the World Cultures 

gallery. On these items 

see: Louise Tythacott, The 

Lives of Chinese Objects: 

Buddhism, Imperialism 

and Display (Berghahn: 

Oxford, 2011)



China in Contemporary Liverpool Museums:

‘East Meets West: The Story of Shanghai and Liverpool,’ 

Global City gallery, 

Museum of Liverpool



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v

=bAC9aS55Foo

Contemporary issues:

Expo 2010

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bAC9aS55Foo






Redevelopm

ent plans for 

Liverpool 

Waters (inc.

‘Shanghai 

Tower’) and 

the Liverpool 

2 port 

extension 





•

• UNESCO raised  

concerns about the 

construction of the 

Museum of Liverpool 

and opposed the 

Liverpool Waters project

• In 2012, placed Liverpool 

on the ‘in danger’ list 

• Rebuffing these 

objections, Liverpool’s 

Mayor Joe Anderson has 

been quoted as saying  

“our city cannot be 

fossilised or preserved in 

aspic – we have to keep 

moving forward and 

evolving,” adding on 

several occasions: “we 

are not a museum”https://whc.unesco.org/en/soc/3881


