
I acknowledge the use of ChatGPT on 6th May 2025 to support me in research. I used the prompt: 
1. Can you summarise what this website says about how to support parents who have lower literacy levels https://dera.ioe.ac.uk/id/eprint/6305/1/rr433.pdf
I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated text as my own work. 
I confirm that I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used before and after the use of AI tools which I may be asked to provide in evidence. 
	Target
	How I have addressed it in this work

	
Try to make consistent and explicit links between the literature and your research experiences and findings. Make sure there are no unsupported assertions in your writing

	
I have referenced multiple credible sources to support claims about parental involvement and reading trends.

	
When analysing data - look for recurring themes, summarise key points and consider clear recommendations for your own future practice.

	I have identified recurring themes such as, declining reading enjoyment, reduced parental involvement, and digital media affecting reading frequency.



Create a community profile for your PTE1 school. Using relevant literature, suggest ways in which the school could make use of its location and community to support pupil learning.
Introduction
In my PTE1 placement school, it became apparent that most of the pupils were reading under the reading age that they should be reading at. This could be for various reasons such as a lack of reading with parents at home or the increase in digital media affecting the motivation for children to read. Throughout the assignment, I will be exploring these potential reasons further through thorough research in many reliable sources. The community project that I will be proposing to the school will be a family reading night, where parents and pupils can read together, through fun literacy-based activities such as reading games, interactive read-aloud activities and book-inspired crafts. This displays school-community working as the project can improve parents’ confidence in reading to their children at home.
Literature review
In my PTE1 placement school, I was in a Year 3 classroom, many pupils struggled greatly whenever we did a reading activity. This was evident in their reading age, as 20 out of 28 pupils had a reading age below 8 years old. 
This isn’t just the case in my school, as research shows that there has been a significant decrease in the enjoyment of children reading. Research from the National Literacy Trust (NLT) reveals that reading enjoyment amongst children aged 8-11 years old has reached its lowest since 2005. In 2024, only 34.6% of children of that age felt like they enjoyed reading in their spare time (National Literacy Trust, 2024). If children lack the enjoyment for reading, they are less likely to read, subsequently they are less likely to be exposed to a wider range of vocabulary and grammar structures. This could potentially limit their success in various Areas of learning (AoLEs) such as Language, Literacy and Communication. The frequency of reading has also decreased. In 2023, 28% of children aged 8-18 reported that they read daily, which is a 26% decrease from 2005. Specifically, pupils in Key Stage 2 (children aged 8-11), approximately 36% read daily compared to children aged 5-7 years old, where approximately 50% read daily (National Literacy Trust, 2024). This statistic promotes the importance of my project proposal, as it suggests that Key Stage 2 children are in greater need of an increase in their reading. 
Parental involvement in reading is believed by many to be crucial for children’s language development and also their cognitive development (Marcin, 2020). In the New York Post, research revealed that only 41% of children aged 0-4 years old are read to frequently, down from 64% in 2012 (Grace, 2025). Also, a 2024 report by the National Literacy Trust found that only 50.5% of children are read to daily, a decrease by 66.1% in 2019 (National  Literacy Trust, 2024). These statistics could suggest that parental reading involvement is on the decline, emphasising the importance of this community project. One theorist who could be seen as an advocate for parental involvement is Urie Bronfenbrenner, as he emphasises in his theory the significance of the child’s environment on their overall development (Huang, Lee and Yeung, 2020). This would include their immediate family. Many studies have revealed the effects the family  has on  children’s reading development and progress. For example, McCarthy and Moje (2002) (cited in Predicting reading motivation and achievement: The role of family and classroom environments in Greater China) have found the attitudes of the family towards reading have a massive effect on their children’s attitude towards reading.
The increase of digital media could also play a huge factor in the decrease of children reading. Since digital media has become popular, people are becoming more drawn to screens when it comes to storytelling, as more people are playing video games. Research shows that 44% of 16-24 year olds say they are less likely to read and only 2 in 5 children aged 8 to 18 said they like reading a book in their spare time, the lowest since 2005 (Hinsliff, 2024). This could suggest that the amount of children reading decreases every year. Which could emphasise the importance of the community project. 
Some might argue that digital reading could improve comprehension skills, however after 26 studies by the University of Valencia and 470,000 participants showed that while digital reading does improve comprehension skills, reading on paper is a lot more effective (Pomeroy, 2024). 

Project aims
My project’s aims for the family reading night would be to build parents’ confidence in helping with reading, especially for parents who feel unsure about literacy strategies. To make reading fun and social and not a chore or homework task. Also, to strengthen the school-home connection by giving families tools and models for reading together. Due to this project, students will hopefully improve their reading fluency and comprehension through reading more at home. They will have a greater motivation to read due to the fun and social impact of the project. They will have an increased social bond between the parents, school and the overall community. I also hope that they will develop a greater vocabulary and better grammar skills. The school could also benefit from seeing which families need extra support. 
The intended impact would be that the literacy support within the school community can be developed. The engagement amongst families in school events and learning initiatives can be increased. The knowledge that the pupils and parents gain on the night could potentially spread beyond the classroom, fostering the development of the environment around the school.
The family reading night project will take place for about 3-4 nights of the school year. The night will include reading aloud, storytelling activities, story-based games, and book inspired crafts. These activities could align with Vygotsky’s views in his socio-cultural learning theory, as he emphasises the importance of social interaction and learning through play in children’s cognitive development (Cherry, 2024). Many believe that reading games can keep children engaged and motivates them to learn new words and stories (Bruckert, 2023). They won’t even realise they’re learning because they’re too busy having fun. The project will be supported by the school’s literacy coordinator, members of staff and potentially some guest speakers who specialise in the field, aiming to create a relaxed and engaging environment so parents can feel more comfortable and confident when they eventually have to read with their child at home. Families will receive the option to take home books offered at the end of the night to take home and learn beyond the event. The estimated cost for each night would be approximately £350, which covers books, resources, refreshments and potential guest speaker fees. Therefore, if we were to do 3 nights the cost for the project in total would accumulate to around £1,050. 
Measuring impact
I intend to measure the impact of the project by comparing data from the start and after the project, using existing assessments such as phonics screening results and standardised reading comprehension scores. Even though I will be comparing data from the start and after the project, I will still be monitoring the data termly. This way, the project can run much more efficiently, as I could adjust accordingly if the aims aren’t being met. Research by the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF, 2018) implies that structured home involvement can improve students’ academic performance when parents are given the proper guidance and support. This is something that the project provides, as it offers books and tips for parents to take home at the end of the night.
I will also welcome parental feedback. After every reading night, surveys will be distributed to parents in order to assess the overall effectiveness of the project. The survey will include questions that are focused on the aims of the project, such as parental confidence, perceived impact and usefulness. Parental surveys were supported heavily by the Raising Early Achievement in Literacy (REAL) case study, where they found that when parents felt more knowledgeable about literacy, their engagement improved as well as their children’s learning outcomes.
Gaining pupil feedback will also be vital, as it will help gauge an understanding as to whether or not the pupils feel as though they are benefiting from the experience or not. As highlighted by Huang et al. (2020), reading frequently has been acknowledged as essential for child development and academic success. Therefore, improving the children’s motivation to read would be vital to ensure they reach their full potential. I could do this through an informal interview with a small group. Interviews are considered by many to be an effective way to measure the impact of a project, as they have the opportunity to gather rich qualitative data that may not be possible with other methodologies. One key advantage is that interviewers can seek clarification when a statement made by the participant is unclear. This interaction allows for more precise data collection and increases its validity (Redaction team, 2023). Research supports that interviewer clarification can lead to greater accuracy and reduced misinterpretation when collecting data. For example, Conrad and Schober (2000) found that when respondents were given the chance to clarify the meaning of survey questions, the accuracy of their responses significantly increased. Furthermore, other studies suggest that even minor changes to question phrasing in interviews could result in higher-quality data (Conrad & Schober, 2020). These findings could emphasise the importance of interviewers checking for participant understanding, not only to secure accurate responses but also to avoid potential misinterpretations. 
Evaluation
To thoroughly evaluate my project proposal, I intend to use the SWOT analysis seen in the appendix below. One potential strength of the project is that my placement school has previously been successful in another project. In January 2019, my PTE1 school and another school worked together on their ‘Working Whispers’ arts project. The aim of the project was to engage students in exploring South Wales’s industrial heritage, particularly the coal and copper industries, through various creative ways. These included printmaking, sculpture, dance, film, music, creative writing, and ICT. The objective was to provide students with a hands-on experience that connected them to their local history and community. The project was not only successful but exceeded expectations in terms of artists providing rich and meaningful knowledge to not just the children but also other artists. Teachers learnt valuable skills to use in the classroom from their experience. Due to the school’s success in the past, I believe their experience in creating a successful project can be deemed a valuable asset.
One of the potential weaknesses of the project could be the lack of motivation by the parents and children to commit to the project. Some parents might not turn up to the nights due to other commitments, such as work. Therefore, they might find it difficult to see the project as one of their priorities. EEF (2021) notes that barriers like time constraints can limit the effectiveness of parental involvement strategies. On the other hand, the importance of the project would be emphasised to the parents whose child is struggling in their reading, which will hopefully increase their commitment to the project. 
The project could give the school the opportunity to strengthen its relationship with the community. Many educators believe that strong school-community relationships play a vital role in fostering student development. They believe that these partnerships give students opportunities and access to resources that may not be available in a traditional educational setting. Additionally, effective school-community partnerships allow students to connect with the world outside of the classroom, allowing them to gain real-life context. Hands-on experiences allow students to apply what they’ve learnt to real-world situations, aiding the development of skills like problem-solving, communication, and critical thinking (21stCentEd, 2024). Another project that could support these points is Harvard’s Family Research Project, the research shows that when families and communities are actively involved in schools, students have better academic performances. They also attend school more regularly, which demonstrates improved behaviour (Harvard Family Research Project, 2015).  
A potential threat to the project could be that some parents might lack confidence in literacy or reading. Therefore, they may feel intimidated or incapable of supporting their child’s reading at home. This could lead to reduced confidence in reading abilities and efficiency at home, which could hinder the student's progress and reading development. Desforges and Abouchaar (2003) suggest in ‘The Impact of Parental Involvement’ that for parents with lower literacy levels, guidance, modelling and simple strategies are found to be more effective than formal reading instruction. Therefore, to address low parental literacy, the project should use clear and appropriate language. Provide modelled reading activities, which could include live demonstrations or pre-made videos. Also, the books that I intend to provide to the parents at the end of the night could be used to guide them if they require further support.
Conclusion
In this assignment, I have explored the effectiveness of a community project designed to address the declining reading levels in Key Stage 2 pupils, as observed during my PTE1 placement. A key finding was that parental involvement can significantly impact students’ progression in school. For example, the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF, 2018) suggest that structured home involvement can improve students’ ability to perform well academically when parents are supported. Similarly, Harvard’s Family Research Project shows that when families and communities are actively involved in schools, students have a better academic performance. They also attend school more regularly, which can demonstrate improved behaviour (Harvard Family Research Project, 2015).  
The proposed Family Reading Night aims to bridge the gap between home and school, strengthening the relationship between the school and the community. This is something I deem to be possible, as the school has proven to be successful in projects in the past, such as the ‘Working Whispers’ arts project. 
Activities such as reading aloud, storytelling, story-based games and book-inspired crafts, all of which align with Vygotsky’s views in his socio-cultural learning theory, as he affirms the importance of social interaction and learning through play in children’s cognitive development (Cherry, 2024). These practices also align with the Professional Standards for Teaching and Leadership in Wales, particularly collaboration, as I am demonstrating that I am spreading knowledge beyond the school in order to spread effective pedagogy (Welsh Government, 2019). I believe my understanding of this standard has improved when evaluating and planning this project because I have thoroughly researched effective collaboration throughout the assignment.
Furthermore, this assignment has enhanced my appreciation of community-based education, after researching about projects like the REAL Project and Harvard’s Family Research Project. These studies emphasise the importance of a non-intimidating and welcoming environment so families can feel relaxed when gaining knowledge during these educational experiences (Desforges & Abouchaar, 2003). Therefore, it will be vital that my project can attain a similar environment.
As I progress in my professional journey, I will ensure to welcome many family and community-based strategies to aid student development. I believe this to be key, as research suggests that maintaining a stable relationship with the community can enhance student achievement.
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