The Gower Peninsula is a 19 mile stretch of land which covers “wild moors and limestone cliffs to golden, sandy beaches” (The Gower Peninsula, 2018). It is also an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and was the first one in the United Kingdom in 1956. During the field class we visited five different sites which covered this range of different landscapes but were mainly focused on a coastal setting rather than moor.
One of the sites is called Hunts Bay (the grid reference is SS 56100 86900), it is a wave cut platform beach (refer to figure one), it is formed by abrasion caused by the waves and “weak rocks are quickly eroded, leaving the more resistant rocks” (Wave Cut platform, 2018) behind. These platforms are at different heights which can be used as evidence for changing sea levels as the process of forming these ridges ended when it is either submerged or raised.  Hunts bay also contains evidence of a fossilised beach; it is mainly formed of marine sediment as shells dissolved it bind the surrounding sediment together forming the fossilised beach. This can be used as further evidence of changing sea levels which has helped form much of the Gower Peninsula coastline.Figure 2: Longhole Cave, taken by Abigail McKeeman, 24/01/2019
Figure 1: Hunts bay wave cut platform, taken by Abigail McKeeman, 24/01/2019

The Gower Peninsula is also rich in history and has “at least 1200 archaeological sites” (The Gower Peninsula, 2018) and this includes prehistoric sites. One such site is that of Longhole cave (the grid reference is SS 45128506) which is located part way up the cliffs on what is now the coastal path (refer to figure 2). This cave was first excavated by Col. Wood in 1886 during which was found many animal bones as well as some stone tools; however due to how it was excavated current archaeologist are uncertain of how things were found combined with the fact that a number of the artefacts have gone missing means much of the history of the cave is unknown. It is confirmed though that this cave is Palaeolithic and was more than likely to be a shelter point rather than a permanent base (according to Ros Cord when at the site).  One mile to the west is a very important site known as Paviland, this is a complex of different caves including the one known as Paviland cave/ Goats Hole which contained the discovery of the Red Lady of Paviland. These were human remains covered in red ochre and “ceremonially buried with ivory ornaments and perforated sea shells” (D.K Leighton, 1997). So overall this shows how varied the landscape and history of the Gower Peninsula is.  
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