Assessment 2.
Why are terrorist organisations often involved in other forms of criminality (e.g. acquisitive crime), and how can this inform counter-terrorism policing? 
Terrorist organisation is described under the terrorism act 2000 as an organisation if they believe it is concerned in terrorism, and it is proportionate to do. For the purposes of the act, this means that the organisation, commits or participates in acts of terrorism, prepares for terrorism, promotes or encourages terrorism (including the unlawful glorification of terrorism and is otherwise concerned in terrorism. (Home Office, 2023) . This essay will explain different forms of criminality that terrorists undertake in and will provide an explanation of how this can inform counter-terrorism policing.
The UK have eleven regional counter terrorism units and intelligence units. These units work together on a daily basis to confront the risk from terrorism. Officers that work in these units have different roles such as investigations, forensics, digital exploitation, financial inquiries, community liaison and communications.
The centre of the units is the counter terrorism policing headquarters this is recognised as as the voice of the terrorism units who feeds information into the government intelligence services and other partners. They build up this information by using policies and strategies and coordinating national projects to build information.
Alongside the counter terrorism policing headquarters is the national operations centre which is the central command which is built up by units who provide operational support in the national network such as using officers to investigate the information passed on by the counter terrorism policing headquarters. The CTOC will be a new part of the overall UK counter terrorism response – bringing together, for the first time, all of the London-based elements of Counter Terrorism Policing, the intelligence agencies, and the criminal justice system, as well as other government agencies focused on tackling the threat from terrorism (Service M15, 2021).
The CBRN centre is the chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear centre which uses the emergency services to help protect and prepare people in the UK against these threats. In recent years, the emergency services have worked effectively together to identify and protect people against these level of threats. An example of case study was the biological incident Smailholm Scotland. In this example the UK government decontamination service was asked to assist when they had discovered that a death was attributable to inhalation of anthrax. Multiple agency responses dealt with this incident where they had decided the best way to combat this was to cover the town in a tent and use chlorine dioxide gas to get rid of the threat that was posed by the anthrax. (UK, 2014)
Every police force inside the UK has a special branch unit where this unit role is to identify and investigate what has happened. The roles are Espionage which is the branch that is used to do the recon and spying element in the investigation. The next role is proliferation which is the role of weapons of mas destruction or component parts. The next is subversion which is the undermining of democracy and terrorism. It is considered that the most effective way of disrupting terrorism is to arrest the person and to stop them from carrying out their terrorist ideologies. The specialist branch act as a liaison between the police and security services.
The secret service is set up to identify and investigate the threats to national security as well as the national economic well being of the UK. The secret service uses different techniques and secret sources. The secret service works closely with multiple agencies to gather, assess and develop intelligence where they can use this to direct action to counter the threat that has been posed.
The national counter terrorism security office is a unit used by the police that supports the protect and prepare. The responsibilities of this are to provide help, advice and guidance to government and industry to protect from terrorist threat. They are used to assess hazardous sites and dangerous substances and to provide personal security. 
An example of crime that terrorist undertake in their criminal history is identify theft. This type of crime is becoming a more common crime as it allows terrorists to adopt a cover that can help them blend in and bring less attention to themselves when committing their crimes. Terrorists use stolen passports and identity to help them locate possible targets and avoid being surveyed by police for intelligence.  An example of this is the 9/11 plane crash in this incident 6 out of the 19 suspects used fake passports and fake Saudi Arabian names. (Pene, 2015).  Identity theft has become a usual method for certain criminals as they can see this crime as a victimless crime due to the fact that they could steal someone’s identity that they have never met before.  This can inform counter terrorism policing as it can help them keep intelligence on identity thefts in order to monitor different crimes.
An example of crime that terrorist undertake in their criminal history is money laundering. Money laundering is defined as “Money laundering is a term used to describe a scheme in which criminals try to disguise the identity, original ownership, and destination of money that they have obtained through criminal conduct.” (Content Team, 2019) Terrorist use money laundering to transfer their criminal money into legal money to be able to fund their terrorist offences. Recently the company Standard Chartered ha been in the news about potentially money laundering offences an independent expert had reached this company and had identified $9.6 billion of different foreign exchange transactions with individuals and companies that have been outlined by the US government as funding terrorist groups these groups include Hamas, Al- Qaeda and the Taliban. (Verity and Oliver, 2024) This could help inform the police as they can regularly monitor offshore accounts used by banks to identify different foreign transactions that could be used in the process of funding terrorist groups.
Another example of crime which has been rapidly increasing in the use of terrorism is fraud. There are numerous different fraud offences which are used by different terrorist groups. Fraud is defined as “Fraud takes place when a person deliberately practices deception in order to gain something unlawfully or unfairly.” (Content Team, 2019a) A case study that has been relevant to the offence of fraud is the Manchester arena bombing terrorist attack in May 2017, Salaman Abedi had detonated an improvised explosive device which was built out of nails and screws he had detonated this bomb at a Ariana Grande concert which had killed 22 people and inured more than 800 people. It had been found that Abedi had fraudulently used his student loan and maintenance grant to fund this terrorist attack. It is alleged that he had received £7,000 from student loans after securing a place in university. Research has found that higher education institutes are under no obligation to report suspicions of fraud or terrorism funding. (Ryder, 2023) To help inform the counter terrorism policing it should be changed to notify the law about suspicions of terrorism in order to prevent future attacks.
Another crime that terrorist have committed before the terrorism is possession of a bladed article in a public place. Purchasing a knife has become increasingly more accessible due to sites listing these on amazon and offer various places which can be bought at an affordable price. Axel Rudakubana is a well-known terrorist who had committed a mass stabbing at a dance school in Southport where he had purchased this knife on amazon which he had used an encryption software service to hide his identity when purchasing this blade which killed 3 children and stabbed others. This case is highly important in how the authorities had failed Axel in preventing this terror attack. Axel had been expelled from his school as he had brought in a knife on multiple occasions and had multiple cases of violence when he was in school. Research had found that he was showing dark obsessions in his life research has said that “He came to the attention of the government's anti-extremism Prevent programme because he had expressed an interest in school shootings, the London Bridge attack, the IRA, MI5 and the Middle East.” (Seddon, 2025) However Axel still is committing offences whilst in  jail and is still creating terror recently Axel had assaulted a prison officer by throwing boiling water over him by using a kettle. This shows that even in prison these terrorists can commit offences and shows how justice is not being properly treated.
An insider threat is the potential for an insider to use their authorized access or understanding of an organization to harm that organization. (CISA, 2023). Officers work in numerous different units throughout their career officers who work in prevent counter extremism programme has been seen as effective and good there are major concerns around the officer’s health and wellbeing and many consider that some of their colleagues could even be radicalised by what they have seen or researched. Officers have explained that safeguarding of officers in terms of radicalisation from working in the prevent programme has not been implemented in force training days. A strategy that can be put in place to help prevent this is to teach officers different methods of dealing with radicalisation within their roles and help safeguard the officers on a daily basis. (Dearden, 2020)
It has been found out that the vetting process for officers to join police force is the biggest insider threat. It had been found that It in April last year, when Metropolitan Police Service officer Ben Hannam was jailed for four years and four months after being convicted of membership of National Action who was the first serving British police officer to be convicted of a terrorism offence. During Hannam’s trial they had found a video that he had appeared in which was neo- Nazi propaganda video which had shown his extremist beliefs. (Jacques, 2022) The Metropolitan police had explained that they had used the same vetting process which is used on all recruits. A strategy that could be implemented to this vetting process is to use the prevent scheme in vetting where they can manage recruits and do extra research into extremist beliefs.

In conclusion terrorist can be managed by the police and government agencies to a degree where they can try to rehabilitate the people involved by stopping the radicalisation by terror groups on young people and by working with different agencies including schools and criminal justice system. The case of Axel Rudakabana shows how police have failed to monitor the behaviour of a terrorist before the terror offence. Axel had showed interest in far-right activities and expressed interest in the London bombings and other terror offences. An insider threat within the police force is an increasing risk that the police have to manage, and this is going to be a challenging task as the vetting process should be changed into a wider search into recruiting officers. To conclude managing people who commit terror offences is extremely hard for the police to monitor and the insider threat strategies will develop over time.
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Why does a partnership approach the most effective way to reach groups or communities who are less willing to engage with police? You should consider why certain groups are reluctant to engage with police, and the ways engagement can be achieved.
Your answer should be based on academic research, although you may make reference to relevant case studies.
Engaging with communities in the police is a vital part in effective police work. The police force faces a huge challenge with communities as some are hesitant and unwilling to cooperate with the police. The police force has been using different strategies as time has gone on but most recently communities feel like the police can not be trusted due to historic events involving the police which has caused mistrust in the police. This essay examines the reasons behind communities’ reluctance in engaging with the police and also explores different partner-based strategies that can help change this mistrust which will lead to a more effective approach in policing.
The community’s reluctance to engage with police has usually stemmed from a variety of complex interplay of historical, social, and systemic factors. For example women from the BAME ethnicities faces huge challenges when dealing with abuse due to their cultural beliefs, race and fear of the police. These women usually rely on their communities and often do not report this abuse to police. Research have found that domestic violence occurs at a higher rate among Black women , with more than 40% experiencing intimate partner violence in their lifetime. Many of these victims do not report these crimes of violence due to mistrust of the police and their desire to fulfil their cultural family beliefs. Some effective solutions that can be used to prevent this is support from community and religious services with the police to help combat the religious belief of mistrust in the police. (Gordon, 2023)
Similarly the traveller community within the UK has been reluctant to report hate crime incidents to the police. This community also mistrusts the police due to a numerous amount of injustice and historic events which had led them to not want to report to the police. The traveller community has had negative experiences within the police which had led to the perception of their concerns not being taken seriously. An historic event which has led to this is the case of Johnny Delaney 2003. This case was one of huge concern within the traveller community. Johnny Delaney had was traveller Irish boy who was 15 and suffered  a racist hate attack Johnny Delaney was kicked to death on a playing field where he was meant to meet up with friends. The prosecutor at the trial, told the jury that the two youths on trial were with a group of teenagers on the field and that a racist remark was made at Johnny in a local shop by the youths before the attack. (Times, 2019)
Another historic case which had led the Black community to not trust the police is the Stepehen Lawrence case in 1993. Stepehen Lawrence was Black teenager who was with his friend Duwayne Brooks and was attacked and killed by a group of 6 males who had stabbed Stephen in a racist attack whilst Stepehen was waiting for a bus in Well hall road London. This case is significant in policing history as it took 18 years to convict 2 of the killers and had been found that the Metropolitan police had racial beliefs and misconduct in this case where it had led to the killers not being convicted for a significant amount of time leading to the victim not getting the justice they deserved. (BBC, 2018)  This case is significant in the Black community not trusting the police as it had been found that the racial beliefs inside the metropolitan police force at that time was the cause of the misjustice in the case which had caused the communities to not trust police forces. Statistics have found that “people from the Black Caribbean (49%), mixed white and Black Caribbean (49%) and black 'other' (48%) ethnic groups had lower than average rates of confidence in their local police”. (GOV.UK, 2024)
Stop and search strategy used by the police can be seen as having a large impact on the community in a negative way. The stop and search powers in the UK are supposed to be used by police officers as an effective way of proactive policing. The police must have reasonable grounds whilst stopping a person and searching them depending on the legislation they use which can be Section 1 of pace or section 23 Misuse of drugs act. Research have found out that there were 24.5 stop and searches for every 1,000 Black people, and 5.9 for every 1,000-white people. (Home Office, 2024). This suggests that the police are using the powers disproportionately and have been using the powers to stop more Black people instead of using the strategy effectively. Research have also found that “Last year, national research was published showing 85% of Black people do not believe that they would be treated the same as a white person by the police.” (Naseem, 2021)
The use of force techniques used by the police had been hugely criticized by the public the George Floyd case had hugely impacted the public the use of force used by the officers in this case had been completely unjustified and had been a huge talking point within the policing system. George Floyd had bought a pack of cigarettes in a shop in America and had used a $20 dollar bill. The owner of that store believed this bill to be counterfeit and then contacted the police who had placed Floyd in handcuffs and then restrained him laying down on the floor. The officer had his knee on Floyd’s neck for 9 minutes and did not remove it even when Floyd had explained he could not breathe. Shortly after Floyd had gone limp and had died from his injuries. (BBC News, 2021). This case had hugely impacted the police as it showed officers misconduct even when a suspect had requested that he could not breathe the officer had not listened to this and had caused a death that could have been prevented. This had brought into question a lot of talk into the use of force techniques that are used by the police and caused a lot of mistrust from the public in the officers. Statistics shown that restraint tactics are the most used use of force techniques by the police for example, handcuffing, limb or body restraints, ground restraint were  used 77% from 574,687 reports. Which was the same proportion as  March 2023 (78%).(Home Office, 2024)
Community policing has been very impactful in improving community cohesion. Community policing has created numerous different schemes to help build trust and community engagement with the police. The peel project that has been set up in Hull has been introduced to provide a range of activities and events that have been put in place to encourage confidence and aspiration with a focus on promoting wellbeing and equality from diverse communities. The aim of this project is to reduce crime rates and anti-social behaviour, reducing inequalities using sports participation, improving community cohesion, tackling racism, improving health and wellbeing and increasing education and employability throughout the diverse communities. An article has found that “This initiative improves cohesion within communities – helping neighbours connect through police interventions – and between communities and the police, ensuring they are aware of how the police are there to support them.” (College of policing, 2024) 
Another community policing method that has been set up is Operation Respect this had been set up by Cumbria police in order to tackle the increase of anti-social behaviour that had happened during Covid 19 where they had been a massive increase in fly tipping where the council had contacted Cumbria police in an attempt to reduce the amount of fly tipping that had been ongoing.  The aims of Operation respect are to reduce anti-social behaviour, educate and inform communities around incident reporting and crime prevention and to promote diversity and inclusion through support services and support groups.  This has had a positive impact on certain communities “For example, a housing estate in Westfield, Workington received Operation Respect in July 2023. The local housing provider reported zero cases of ASB in the month that followed the event, and the positive feedback from the community could be felt on the street.” (College of policing, 2024)
Another scheme that had been fostered to maintain community cohesion is NotTheOne scheme that had been implemented by South Wales Police to combat knife crime. The aim of this scheme is to reduce the number of knife crime offences. This scheme is a partnership scheme which aims to educate 11–16-year-olds on the dangers of carrying a knife which targets the teachers’ parents and family with an educational pack of information which plans to educate the youth by  providing them with lessons. They use different real-life videos of people being involved in knife to educate the youth. This scheme had been seen as a huge success as 15,000 youth had engaged with the programme and it had a mass of following from people on social media. ( South Wales police 2025) This scheme has been seen as one of the most successful campaign from South Wales police. A survey of 650 children aged 11-13 attending a school or alternative education setting found:
· 10% said they would speak to a sports coach or youth worker if they thought their friend was carrying a knife, 41% said they would speak to their teacher, 46% said a police officer and 59% said a parent or caregiver 
· 68% said the campaign’s message to not carry a knife was clear 
· 55% said the ad would catch their attention on social media 
· 33% said they would click to find out more if they saw it on social media
(College Of Policing, 2024)

Neighbourhood watch is a scheme set up which is the largest crime prevention charity that is made up of volunteers across England and Wales with over 60,000 volunteers and over 2 million supporters. These work across the local communities to empower and educate people to bring the communities together. The volunteer’s aim is to share crime prevention advice and information, running awareness campaigns and presentations in schools and work with the youth and community and to provide messages with the police. (Neighbourhood watch, 2024)
Overall the police face a lot of difficulties with engaging with communities through historical events where the public have lost trust with the police due to incidents of institutional racism, illegal use of force techniques. Throughout the time the police have been trying to rebuild the public trust and perception of the police. The police have regularly set up with campaigns with the community to improve the cohesion among the community. Building trust with communities is a vital part of policing as the community are one of the best relationships the police can use to combat crime. Building a more diverse police force by setting up different approaches with different diverse communities can be utilised to combat more cultural crimes where the police can use this to deal with the cultural demand on victims not supporting the police with certain crimes.
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