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                                               LESSON PLAN

	TOPIC: Story Telling, an introduction into film making.
	CLASS: An Introduction in Film and Animation 


	DATE: 9/03/20
	LENGTH OF LESSON: 45min
	NO IN CLASS: 5+

	
ABILITY/SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS:
Basic knowledge of literacy and writing.


	
AIM OF LESSON
To encourage imagination through storytelling and to influence the students to build on their vision.  


	
LEARNING OBJECTIVES – The Learners Should Be Able To:

· Give the rationale for the telling of stories.
· Understanding important elements of story writing.
· Outline a story in preparation for storytelling.
· Present an idea before an audience.
 


	PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE:	
Reading story books, such as fairy tales and fantasies. 



	ANTICIPATED DIFFICULTIES:
Lacking in imagination. 



	RESOURCES/EQUIPMENT REQUIRED:

Internet, Computer, Powerpoint, 
Projector, pens, paper, whiteboard, marker. 


	HEALTH & SAFETY:
Risk assessment of on the room, electrics, basic fire safety. 
Everyone should be aware of surroundings and be safe, remain seated. 











	PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS
Please note WHEN and HOW relevant professional standards occur and are met:
(Include detail of standard, not just a reference number)

A1 Design and plan learning activities and/or programmes of study 
 
A2 Teach and/or support learning 
To generate a yearning for knowledge it is important for teachers to convey their own enthusiasm for a subject. To be animated and enthusiastic as a teacher and student feedback. With this I will be actively responding to students when engaging with tests and activities.
A3 Assess and give feedback to learners 
When it comes to the giving “feedback” I will be making sure that my objectives are clear for everyone so they can self-evaluate at the same time. However, there will be multiple times where the students will be tested to retain the knowledge and put into action.
A4 Develop effective learning environments and approaches to student support and guidance
With a foundation to ground the best learning techniques it is my goal to ensure that my students can retain the information. Therefore, ensuring that my statements are simple and repetitive as well as broken down this can be proven affective towards learning environment.
K1 The subject material
From my past teaching experience, I have chosen a subject that contains literature and imagination, this is very specialised however can open your mindset to look at stories/films different as well as improving your writing. 
K2 Appropriate methods for teaching, learning and assessing in the subject area and at the level of the academic programme 
Keeping teaching the subject interesting and exciting can help my students pay more attention. Assessing the subject area can be through how my students respond to my knowledge on the subject as well as testing the memory they have on the matter. The final assessment is not based on skill but on acknowledgment of using the techniques we learnt in the lesson. 
K4 The use and value of appropriate learning technologies 
With visuals can connect the information that I will be giving. Using video and facts this can make the subject more entertaining as well as retain the knowledge behind it.
K5 Methods for evaluating the effectiveness of teaching 
To evaluate my effectiveness of teaching I will be testing the students during the class as well as after the lesson as taken place to see if any information has retained.  
V1 Respect individual learners and diverse learning communities 
By treating everyone as equals and acknowledging all cultures in crafting.  
V2 Promote participation in higher education and equality of opportunity for learners 
Treating everyone fairly and giving attention to all students and not being selective. As well as offering any extra learning if anyone wishes. 
V3 Use evidence-informed approaches and the outcomes from research, scholarship and continuing professional development 
From the videos used I can prove that they are affective from the viewership as well as facts from my own classes where I have followed other teachers. 
V4 Acknowledge the wider context in which higher education operates recognising the implications for professional practice
The activity that I have designed is to maximise their memory and to connect the interest so that it is sustainable to remember so that they can make connection to knowledge, material and the real world. 





	CROSS-CUTTING ENHANCEMENT THEMES
Please note any cross-cutting enhancement themes are embedded in the lesson and WHEN and HOW they are met:



Communication Skills: From start to finish there are numerous occasions to take initiative to communicate with myself and with other students. Being open and approachable with a relax atmosphere can create a safe environment where the classroom is open for negotiation, debate and casual conversation on the subject. 


Ethics and Professionalism: When creating the right atmosphere to encourage the student's mindset to the topic, I will subtly add value towards the roles it takes to produce an animation. With the knowledge of the chosen subject I need to demonstrate how in each job of the production we each have professionalism along with basic work ethics.


Knowledge and Time Management: Throughout the class I want to stress the importance of management of the bigger picture. Each stage of a production is important but being knowledgeable of the goal is important to management, to understand the workload is relatable to any project.


Initiative: When given the tools to show how things are done, this can cause a rippling affect where it can motivate the student to take initiative to be inspired to do more with the passion that they have.  


Literature: In the background of this class we will be cross over with literature, studying writing techniques and implying them to our classwork.


Illustration: When showing visuals of drawings of characters this demonstrates the storytelling and can relate to books, advertising and such.


Teamwork: There are numerous occasions where we will have to cross over and work as a team, this will be throughout activities so that we can all achieve a goal.      







LESSON DETAIL:

	
STAGE
	
FOCUS
	
STRATEGY
	
TIME


	INTRODUCTION






DEVELOPMENT






































PLENARY / CONCLUSION



	Objectives

Interests




Story telling
Mapping the story





Literacy Techniques




Quiz


Activity 







Presenting
	Make clear goals to class.

Go around the students to interact their interests with stories and films.
Transform their interests into knowledge by actively expressing why we have these stories and what do they teach us.

Create an overlook on the structure of stories. Use work sheets, given to students to put themselves in order.
SHOW DIAGRAM
PRESENT SHORT FILM.
Use the sheets to the break down each stage of the short story.

Relate the idea to writing
Investigate writing techniques 
Go through each of what the techniques mean and fill in the work sheet with the class and why it could it benefit films and their writing.
Show literature example. 

Lightening quiz round where we will quickly go through the techniques to give an A or B answer. 

GIVE THE CLASS A CHARACTER. 
Into groups of 2-3 we will be starting with the sentence “Yesterday on the way on home from work I saw the strangest thing”. To then continue with setting the scene, developing a plot and solution. To keep thinking of the stages of the story mountain and to then add in the literacy techniques.
Every 3/5mins I will then ask for the students to swap their pages with another group to then circulate the story.

At this point we will be focusing on each group taken a moment to deliver the story they have in front of them to see the wild ending we have all pitched in and developed.
	1min

2mins





12mins






10mins





2mins



15mins







3mins





	ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES USED (WHEN and HOW):

After each stage I will be asking if they are any questions to give students the opportunity as well as the chance to assess people's knowledge/interest to the topic. 

The best opportunity to test students with spontaneous questions towards the subject is when after showing examples, to connect more to learning. 

The practical activity at the end of the lesson is a chance to test and assess the student's capability to follow instruction as well as the connection to the character and structure we have followed in the presentation. 
 






	INFORMAL LESSON EVALUATION:

On the evening of Monday the 16th of March 2020, I used the following lesson plan to enlighten my class on literacy and the art of storytelling. Using Gibb reflective cycle that has proven to be the most affected when reviewing performance. My aim was to make sure my students could give the rationale for the telling of stories, understanding important elements of story writing including the structure and literacy techniques as well as outlining their own story and finally projecting the idea in front of the class. 

Using this format, I set my lesson around PowerPoint. I embarked on this lesson by researching as well as using personal knowledge and interests. Marsha Rossiter said in her book Narrative and Stories in Adult Teaching and Learning that “The idea of narrative is fertile ground for adult educators who know intuitively the value of stories in teaching and learning. Narrative is deeply appealing and richly satisfying to the human soul, with an allure that transcends cultures, centuries, ideologies, and academic disciplines.” From this I broke the ice with class but reassuring them that we need stories to enrich our history, help us learn lessons and so on. Connecting this to the “real world” has proved to connect with my audience (or students). Along with then using visuals to instantly make a connection with their minds jumping straight into learning. Rick Williams says in his research of Visual Learning Theory that “when we see visual images, whether we are conscious of them or not, they instantaneously shape our perceptions of reality, our internal sense of what is true and real. Images also simultaneously create unconscious memories that reside in the prefrontal lobes of the brain”.  Demonstrating a shape of the story using the story mountain map I can connect this with my student's minds, therefore enhancing their learning and memory. Linking the visual display of the story map to then showing a short story I then tested their knowledge to labelling the events of the story to establish the connection. 

From the visual display to using writing techniques. When researching story telling it occurred to me that when writing a narrative, we use different describing words as well as different literacy techniques rather than everyday grammar. This took a different angle on the class and opened the minds of my students by taking an Auditory Learning approaches. Together we went through the devices of literacy and labelled them, in preparation of my lesson I made a sheet of literacy techniques from using the website https://literarydevices.net/literary-devices/ as I wanted to be sure we all had the same information. With this information fresh in their minds and somewhat intense I then quickly lead my class into flash test to assess their knowledge as well as memory, showing examples to then connect them to the correct literacy device. This was proven affective when my students responded fast and exhilarated and all was answered correctly. From a different learning technique, I did debate whether testing was necessary during such a short one-time session however standardized tests didn’t appear out of nowhere; there is evidence that they teach students important skills. In his book “Defending Standardized Testing,” Dr. Richard Phelps presents his findings after analysing 100 years of research on standardized tests and concludes that 93% of studies have shown standardized tests as having a positive influence on student achievement. Additionally, cognitive studies have found that test-taking in general helps students retain information long-term.

The activity that I planned for my class was based around a children's lesson plan to actively expand their imagination found in the book Interactive Storytelling just as a starting point to “get the ball rolling”. I then repeated to test them to explain that we were going to go through the story mountain from the beginning of the lesson, and we would have 5 minutes on each stage of the mountain from the introduction following through to the climax and solution. However, working in pairs, the pairs will start to write each stage of the story mountain as well as including literacy devices we learnt previously. The big twist was then after each stage I would ask them to switch to the group next to them. This proved challenging as groups spent minutes grasping and reading the previous underlying background of the story however kept it active and interesting. During these minutes of giving the groups working time I begin to walk around the room giving one to one advice as well as actively praising my students to encourage them. When finalised I asked a member of each group to relay what their story. This was interesting as students all took part and ended up with irrational stories, however they were all creative and imaginative. We could not have predicted it and was a complete success as we all followed the story pattern and used literacy devices. 

The planning and research behind this lesson was extensive however, when in action I do feel like this was necessary as I was well prepared for a vast number of outcomes. In response to making the lesson plan I only focused on being enthusiastic with my direction. I feel that this broke the ice with the students, we could all loosen up and communicate in a comfortable environment that suited everyone. I gave everyone a chance to interact therefore no students was overbearing or under-heard, we all equally had a voice. I do think that my lesson went undoubtedly well. When I am teaching, my main goal is to memorable. I like to be light handed, making sure that my lessons are interesting, making sure my lessons are fun and making sure my lessons are knowledgeable. I like to think that each of my teachings I have at least opened my student's eyes, allowing them to look at the daily life a little different and using my findings in their own routine to benefit their growth. This is what motivates me to stand out and try my best to be the inspiration. I feel like this lesson was a little different to my own taste in studies, however I linked the subjects to my degree and pushed this to benefit their own assignments. I believe that when teaching the benefits of the lesson and connecting them with facts this can be more memorable as an experience rather than “that class I once went to”.  Janelle Cox gathered 10 Ways to Keep Your Class Interesting and said, “it's essential that you find ways to keep your classes interesting so your students can absorb and retain the information that you present.” From these proven techniques included in my class I could betray them with a lot more confidence. Considering I planned my lesson thoroughly I tried to manage my time as best as I could although I do feel like from being confident and aware of my plan I did not waste any time and might’ve zoomed through certain factors more than I anticipated, I am still confident that all my students took in the information and understood perfectly, however it does make me second guess the time I had set because I could have fit in more useful skills.  To some up, my main feelings about the lesson is that it went well, I am happy with the response from my students and worked in my favour. I think I underestimated that my lesson could have been boring however because of my energy the literacy and written work did not seem to put the stamina down, but I do think that the academy division was enough to present knowledge but not as intense so that my students would “fell asleep”. This nice balanced worked for me and I will aim to stay at this standard. 

After the lesson I had a chance to speak to the students and observer. My students each had something lovely to say about the lesson. They took it upon themselves to point out my strengths. Features like my energy that encouraged them to work towards my goals, along with the interaction I had on each student when helping them with the activity. Because of the breaks in between giving my students time to write their short stories, I felt a little awkward and out of place but also wanted to give them uninterrupted time to work, I was paranoid whether I did the right thing by giving direction through key words and reminding them what the task is but was also aware I needed to take a step back and give them chance to complete the task. The feedback I had was that this was the perfect amount of interaction, not too patronizing but not unavailable. I took this as a huge strength because I was paranoid it was not enough. When announcing the stages of the activity my students explained that the direction was more than helpful, and it got the “ball rolling”. 

When receiving this positive feedback, it encouraged me to retain this routine with my future lessons. My tutor was observing and gave his own written feedback that also described how well the lesson went. Mark Flagg described my planning as being “very well planned” and “with superb detail”. He also illustrated that my development and delivery was “superb” and “managed the lesson to great effect. There was a great deal of energy in the learning and you animated the lesson with a great deal of enthusiasm, the resources were excellent with a superior quality. Well done”. Flagg also said “the use of formative was exemplary” in my conclusion. All this feedback was very positive and was mainly strengths to continue throughout my teachings.  Mark Flagg did however put in the section of Targets for Improvement that “you are a highly competent teacher who has a superb teaching style. I think we all thoroughly enjoyed the, you are an expert facilitator”. Overall, every dose of feedback I received was all describing my strengths and the beauty of my positives. However, I would have liked more targets for improvement comments to prove that I can advance in my teachings. Although I think that my main priority to improve my lessons is to just have more belief that I can be a good teacher and the only person that was doubting my ability was myself. Therefore, from this feedback it has only challenged me to be at this quality all the time. 

Following Gibbs reflective cycle that describes the best way to evaluate your work is through analysing the experience, feelings, evaluation, analysis, conclusion and action plan. Evaluating both the good and the bad. However, from the direct feedback I have a vast amount of good points and the bad criticism was only my own. I would like to say that the central good points surround my entire lesson, but if it was not for my prestige planning it would not have been a success. Good points such as the energy I presented created the atmosphere, the activities like organising the story mountain, participation of describing events, the rapid pop quiz and the longer activity of grouping to produce a short story. This broke up the lesson nicely and encouraged students to stay alert and confident to be bright minded. From this working so well, I know to use these methods for my future lessons. What I found when planning was how negative I felt about including literacy devices and overthinking that this would be too “boring” however this did link to writing in general, to then being more knowledgeable rather than just entertaining. Regarding this I do feel like for the future I should not doubt this balance of knowledge to fun. Another point that I felt was not exactly positive, was that I overcompensated for time, I planned on sectioning out my lesson while timing each section. However, I am confident speaker, so I did not prolong this period, therefore meaning I sped through it.  Realising this, I know that this is not negative as all my students understood but I wish to elaborate in the future by including more opportunities to include more activities for visual learning or auditory learning.

Action Plan: In the future I would like to retain this lesson plan as it was such a success, using the research of R. Williams, K. Goldring and J. Cox as a guideline to teaching future classes and setting future lesson plans. From researching these methods, it has brought some light on my way of preparing a class. I would like to think that in the future I can use proven methods to complete a better lesson. I’d like to think that perhaps next time I do not overestimate the time but underestimate it, so that I have more activities planned to fill the lesson. With this I will not be panicking that I will not have enough content but over prepared for any result. Other ways to move forward is to make sure that I do not doubt myself as I can prepare for these lessons with a click of a button and the balanced that I had from this lesson plan was enough of visual learning, auditory learning and kinesthetic learning that it was a success.
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