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[bookmark: _Hlk21887909]Contrary to many religious commentators’ belief a loss of moral and religious influence of families over a period of 35 years between 1970 and 2005 in the United States has not happened. Bengtson argues that The Longitudinal Study of Generations (LSOG) shows what the writer theorizes as an intergenerational religious momentum contradicting a general belief in a weakening intergenerational religious transmission since the 1960s in American society. It seems religiosity “sticks around” families over generations. Not only does the writer tries to make a case for his arguments, he also uses them in his conclusion to offer his opinion and advice families, clergy and religious leaders on how to cope with the trends identified in the study.

Bengtson’s main research questions are to what extend families were able to pass on their religious faith to the next generation in a rapid changing society over the past several decades and why some families were successful and others not in transmitting their faith to their children. He classifies the generations in distinct age groups following the LSOG study as follows. The World War I (WWI) generation born between 1890-1915, the Depression Era generation, 1916-1931, the Silent generation, 1932-1945, Early baby boomers, 1946-1954, Later Baby Boomers, 1955-1964, Generation X, 1965-1979 and the Millennial generation, 1980-1988. Each of these generations show a variety of characteristics with an increasing tendency over time to internalize and de-objectify God or a higher power, to separate religious practice and to differentiate between religion and spirituality. As an example, for the WOI generation religion was taken for granted and God was an all-powerful Heavenly Father. Spirituality was faith without distinction and religious practice was the traditional church worship. At the other end of the generation spectrum Gen Xers and Millennials subscribe more to a personal accessible God with a distinction between religiousness and spirituality. These younger age groups tend to drift further away from an institutionalized religion adopting a vague set of beliefs based on religious diversity and ambiguity. Nonetheless the writer does not see a noticeable decline of intergenerational religious transmission. Measured by religious affiliation between parents and children the transmission rate seems to remain largely constant as well as religious participation in frequency of service attendance even if overall rates in church attendance in the United States has declined in this period. The latter is mainly due to the fastest growing religious unaffiliated category in the US, the “Nones”, or religiously unaffiliated parents who raise their children without a religious tradition. 

The main factors that have been instrumental in the (dis)continuity of religious transmission are the role of the family, especially the closeness and warmth of the parents, the influence as a role model of the father both in church and in the home and surprisingly, even so the religious reinforcing position of the grandparents and great-grandparents. Furthermore, parents in a harmonious same-faith marriage in general were most likely to maintain religious continuity but unhappy or interfaith marriage and divorce were possible interrupters in religious transmission and are often a cause for distancing from the faith of their parents. Children who substantially deviate from religious practices and beliefs of their parents are categorized as being religious rebels, religious zealots and religious prodigals. Often, rebels were those whose religious upbringing was too strict and caused a sense of religious suffocation. They ended up converting to another faith, rejecting religion altogether or became indifferent to religion. Some eventually became prodigals in later life.  Zealots usually converted to another religion and are much more religiously committed than their parents. They often produced rebels. Prodigals left their religion and returned to the faith of their parents’ religion or something similar in the course of their life. The “Nones” as mentioned earlier of which the youthful religious unaffiliated category is the fastest growing one and atheists in this study are not necessarily seen as a discontinuation of religious transmission but rather the opposite or a high degree of intergenerational similarity, continuity in non-religion from parents to their children. As a counterbalance the highest rate of intergenerational transmission are to be found among families of Mormons, Jews and Evangelicals underlining the importance of the power of strong distinct religious communities displaying their minority characteristics, family driven and interconnected religious practices.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Bengtson concludes by underlining a growing differentiation between organized religion and spirituality. He also notes a departure from clearly defined institutional boundaries of religion of the past by successive age groups. Unfortunately, here the writer does not go into further detail. He barely touches on societal and cultural factors that are influencing the intergenerational religious momentum besides influences from religious organizations and family. He also suggests what families, clergy and religious leaders can do to enhance the intergenerational religious momentum but does not elaborate on the truly impactful digitalization of our world today. The book could have emphasized more on what some clergy describe as the “sound bite culture” where the younger generations are like “channel surfing religiously”. He continues by pointing out that parental religious socialization has been effective and is the primary influence on the religiosity of their adult offspring.  Creating a close, warm, affirming family relationship with the children is associated with higher religious transmission. Allowing children freedom of religious choice and acceptance of prodigals are no less essential in complementing this feeling of safety. The latter psychological issue of “safety” unfortunately is not backed up with scientific findings within the field of Psychology which could help put the discourse of intergenerational religious momentum in a better perspective. The book gives us some useful recommendations involving parents and clergy regarding the way religion is passed down across generations. Religious programs for the family as a unit and promoting freedom of renewal and innovation for the sake of intergenerational religious momentum. The latter deserves a fair amount of scrutiny in my opinion.  Promoting freedom of renewal and innovation could be wrongly understood and open the possibility of misinterpretation of scripture while experimenting rather than returning to the essence of once faith. Opposing women’s inferior position in the Roman Catholic Church for example or rescuing the Evangelic Churches from politics, bureaucracy and right-wing politics sounds reasonable but should be understood in light of its conception. It cannot be about reinventing the wheel, nor should it be meant as an eyecatcher or trend. If it is to make religion more accessible and acceptable and in line with today’s realities, I belief the origin and reasoning of the teachings should be well understood before allowing for alterations or innovations. An approach from a historical context could improve understanding of the thorny issues at hand. If correctly understood it will stick as the historical facts of the Holocaust or the French revolution and will open a more rational approach concerning the story behind the religion. In depth knowledge of empirical data and historical facts can help find root in faith and possible innovation for the sake of intergenerational religious continuity. 
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