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[bookmark: _Toc187786051]Introduction
In this report I hope to give you a better understanding of my website design and the process of designing, building and researching it. I will discuss the requirements of the website, such as its purpose and target audience, I will demonstrate my website with images of the website and discuss them accordingly, I will then give an evaluation on my own self as well as my websites performance during this project. 
[bookmark: _Toc187786052]Requirements
I have been tasked in designing and developing a 5 page website in which I have an interest in, I decided I wanted to create a website I would not only enjoy creating but knew I had loads of resources to create it with, this was the Royal Air force (RAF), the purpose of this website is to present some information on the RAF in hopes to help people gain an interest in potentially joining, as if I myself am a promoter, it also has pages presenting information on the RAF’s history and roles in order to showcase what the RAF is about. The intended audience for my website is likeminded people who also have an interest in either joining or simply gaining a better understanding of the RAF. 

[bookmark: _Toc187786053]Implementation
As mentioned I have 5 pages; Home, Apply, Bases, History and Roles, I will first discuss the Home page, the home page has a navigation bar at the top, with links to all 5 pages on the right of the bar, and then on the left I have the RAF Logo with the page title being next to it, this navigation bar is really simple yet effective as it looks good and doesn’t clutter the screen at all. [image: ] 
After the navigation bar I have an image which covers the screen entirely with its width, this is to attract the users eye and pull them into the website, on top of this image on the left I have a grey overlay with the page title and some descriptive text as well as an interactive button where the user can click it and gain access to the applying section of the real RAF website this is one of the ways I have tried to entice the user to look into the real website and gain a further understanding. [image: A group of men in uniform holding guns

Description automatically generated]
Below the main image I have some text simply describing the RAF, I put this here as I felt there was too much whitespace if I had no text there. Below this text then I have a further 5 boxes with images and some descriptive text linking to the other 5 pages of the website, I felt like this was a way to help users know what they’re looking for better and to have a better time using my website. [image: ]below this then I have 4 boxes with some information such as what the RAF does, success stories, facts and the impact the RAF has and then a footer, within the footer I have a copyright, as well as links back to the 5 pages, I have ensured there are multiple ways to each page of the website as I feel like its far easier for the user especially on larger pages. [image: A screenshot of a computer

Description automatically generated]
The apply page follows a very similar pattern, it has the same navigation bar, it has a main image with an overlay describing the page, then below I have some text enticing the user to click the link below and an image with a link for applying at the bottom of the page above the footer, I kept this page short as it will almost force the user to either go back or to click the link and look into the RAF’s website. [image: A person smiling at the camera

Description automatically generated][image: A group of soldiers holding guns

Description automatically generated] 
The bases page is a bit more expansive, it of course, follows the same pattern with the navigation bar and main image with an overlay and interactive button taking the user to the real RAF bases website, and below after some text about RAF bases, I have chosen 4 bases as an example, I chose 4 different types of bases, an Officer training base, a strategic base, a quick reaction alert base (QRA) and an overseas base. All these bases are accompanied by their station badge and descriptive text. [image: ][image: A close-up of a blue bookmark

Description automatically generated]
“RAF Cranwell in Lincolnshire was the world’s first Air Academy and today, it continues to select and train the next generation of RAF officers.
Additionally, it is home to RAF Recruitment, RAF Air Cadets, No 3 and No 6 Flying Training Schools, Central Flying School, Air Warfare School, the Tedder Leadership Academy and Robson Academy and the Band of the RAF College.” [1]
[image: RAF Bases] [2]
[image: A logo of a royal air force station

Description automatically generated] [1]
“RAF Digby in Lincolnshire is a UK Strategic Command Station and home to the Joint Service Signal Unit Digby and Joint CEMA Group Headquarters providing support to Defence.” [3]
[image: A logo of a military aircraft

Description automatically generated with medium confidence] [3]

“RAF Coningsby in Lincolnshire is one of two RAF Quick Reaction Alert (QRA) Stations which protect UK airspace. RAF Lossiemouth is the other. 
RAF Coningsby is home to two frontline, combat-ready squadrons and is the training station for Typhoon pilots.
Almost 3,000 Service Personnel, Civil Servants, and contractors work at RAF Coningsby.” [4]

[image: A logo of a royal air force station

Description automatically generated] [4]

“RAF Akrotiri is home of the Cyprus Operations Support Unit which provides joint support to British Forces Cyprus and operations in the region to protect the UK's strategic interests. RAF Akrotiri is an extremely busy Permanent Joint Operating Base that supports ongoing operations in the region as well as support for the Sovereign Base Areas on Cyprus. It is used as a forward mounting base for overseas operations in the Middle East and for fast jet training. RAF Akrotiri’s Griffin helicopters also play an important search and rescue function in collaboration with the Republic of Cyprus Police and National Guard Air Command.” [5]
[image: A logo of a bird

Description automatically generated] [5]

The next page is a page about the RAF’s history including some key dates and missions/battles, it follows the same design as the other pages and has another 4 images with text about that topic. [image: ][image: A screenshot of a computer screen

Description automatically generated]
[image: A group of men posing for a photo

Description automatically generated] [6]
[image: r/MilitaryPorn - RAF Regiment Afghanistan with their tactical duckies [1200x800]]






[7]

[image: A Hawker Hurricane in flight over Britain] [8]
[image: A group of people in uniform posing in front of an airplane

Description automatically generated] [9]
[image: Image] [10]

The final page is for RAF roles, following the same pattern however this time I showcase 6 roles to show some diversity in the roles, the roles I chose also have a small descriptive text taken from the RAF website about the role in question. 

[image: A group of people in uniform

Description automatically generated]
[image: A close-up of several blue rectangular banners

Description automatically generated]
[image: Regiment Gunner] [11]
 [image: Aircraft Technician] [12]
[image: Weapon Technician] [13]
[image: Air and Space Operations Specialist] [14]
[image: Pilot] [15]
[image: Weapon Systems Officer] [16]
[image: ] [17]

Validation:
Validate HTML and CSS of the website: [image: A screenshot of a computer program

Description automatically generated][image: A screenshot of a computer program

Description automatically generated]
After validating my HTML and also my CSS, thankfully I can say there are no errors and both my HTML and CSS work perfectly fine.  

[bookmark: _Toc187786054]Evaluation
“Website usability, accessibility, and search engine optimisation are all very important when analysing the quality of a website” [18] (GA36a), whilst building my website I had to focus on all three of these points amongst others, and I believe I have delivered a good website that meets all these points. When I thought about website usability which can be defined as “Website usability is an aspect of visual design that measures how easy a website is to use by real users.” [19] I had to ensure my website was easy to use by others, I believe I have successfully achieved this as I for one have no problem with it and nor does my roommate, or classmate. When it came to thinking about website accessibility which can be defined as “When websites and web tools are properly designed and coded, people with disabilities can use them.” [20] I personally struggled with this however for people who struggle to see, I have ensured that my text is not too small and my colours do not clash:[image: A screenshot of a computer

Description automatically generated]. Search engine optimization can be defined as “SEO stands for Search Engine Optimization and helps search engines understand your website’s content and connect it with users by delivering relevant, valuable results based on their search queries.” [21] I believe I’ve underachieved here as my website focuses on the RAF and I mention RAF many times during the website, however I do not have the tools to test my website as I have not put it onto the web, I believe I can do this better next time and this will be a bigger focus for my next project. 
I believe that my website is useful but to a very specific group of people, I don’t believe this website will attract anyone under the ages of 13 nor over the age of 45, however my demographic is young adults who also have a keen interest in the RAF or applying, therefore I believe it is useful but only to a certain demographic. I also believe that me website is functional, it can be used to gain a small and basic understanding of the RAF as well as gain the chance to learn a lot more about the RAF through the links to the real website, as well as the option to apply via links. My website is easy to easy and navigate, I made of this by using many ways to link to other pages, and all the pages link back easily to other pages. A lot of the images I used are from the official RAF website and are therefore good quality, however there is an image from Reddit which isn’t always the best website to take images from, as well as Facebook. If I were to attempt this project again, I would attempt to provide more information as I feel like the information on many of my pages are rather lacklustre and could be much more expansive. 

My website is not the best for accessibility, for example I have no read aloud text option, I also have no option to increase the font size or invert colours, for my next project I would focus a lot more onto accessibility to improve the users experience on my website. However, my colour contrast and schemes are good. Overall, my accessibility is poor and will need to improve in further projects if I wish to present high-quality websites. I do believe however that my website is easy to understand and perceive. 
To conclude my project, I believe I have achieved the assignments requirements and have delivered a well-structured 5-page website surrounding a hobby or interest of mine. I believe I designed the website well, it looks professional and is easily navigated. My website also has a good colour scheme and can be read easily. I also believe I did a good job in my choices of images and information provided, I believe the images I used weren’t over the top and were well presented. However if I were to attempt this project again I would be sure to focus more on accessibility, such as an option for a read out loud function, a way to increase font size and adjust the colours.   
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[bookmark: _Toc187786056]Appendices
body {
font-family:Arial,sans-serif;
margin:0;
padding:0;
background-color:#f4f4f4;
text-align:center
}

.navbar {
background-color:#002c5b;
padding:.5rem 1rem;
position:sticky;
top:0;
z-index:10;
display:flex;
align-items:center;
justify-content:space-between
}

.nav-logo {
display:flex;
align-items:center
}

.nav-logo img {
height:75px;
object-fit:contain;
margin-right:10px
}

.nav-title {
color:#fff;
font-size:1.5rem;
font-weight:700
}

.nav-links ul {
list-style:none;
margin:0;
padding:0;
display:flex;
justify-content:center
}

.nav-links li {
margin:0 1rem
}

.nav-links a {
color:#fff;
text-decoration:none;
font-size:1.1rem
}

.nav-links a:hover {
text-decoration:underline
}

.main-image {
position:relative;
text-align:center;
height:700px
}

.main-image img {
width:100%;
height:100%;
object-fit:cover
}

.overlay {
position:absolute;
top:10%;
left:5%;
background-color:#0009;
color:#fff;
padding:1rem;
border-radius:5px;
width:23.5%;
transition:background-color .3s ease;
text-align:center
}

.overlay h1 {
font-size:2.5rem;
margin:0 0 .5rem
}

.overlay p {
font-size:1rem;
margin:0
}

.apply-btn {
background-color:#002c5b;
color:#fff;
border:none;
padding:.75rem 1.5rem;
margin-top:1rem;
border-radius:5px;
cursor:pointer;
font-size:1.1rem;
display:inline-block;
width:100%;
text-align:center;
text-decoration:none
}

.bases-btn {
background-color:#002c5b;
color:#fff;
border:none;
padding:.75rem 1.5rem;
margin-top:1rem;
border-radius:5px;
cursor:pointer;
font-size:1.1rem;
display:inline-block;
width:100%;
text-align:center;
text-decoration:none
}

.history-btn {
background-color:#002c5b;
color:#fff;
border:none;
padding:.75rem 1.5rem;
margin-top:1rem;
border-radius:5px;
cursor:pointer;
font-size:1.1rem;
display:inline-block;
width:100%;
text-align:center;
text-decoration:none
}

.roles-btn {
background-color:#002c5b;
color:#fff;
border:none;
padding:.75rem 1.5rem;
margin-top:1rem;
border-radius:5px;
cursor:pointer;
font-size:1.1rem;
display:inline-block;
width:100%;
text-align:center;
text-decoration:none
}

.apply-btn:hover {
background-color:#014082
}

.apply-btn:active {
background-color:#001E3C
}

.bases-btn:hover {
background-color:#014082
}

.bases-btn:active {
background-color:#001E3C
}

.history-btn:hover {
background-color:#014082
}

.history-btn:active {
background-color:#001E3C
}

.roles-btn:hover {
background-color:#014082
}

.roles-btn:active {
background-color:#001E3C
}

.text-below-image {
padding:2rem;
text-align:center;
background-color:#f4f4f4;
color:#333;
font-size:1rem
}

.collage {
display:grid;
grid-template-columns:repeat(auto-fit,minmax(150px,1fr));
gap:1rem;
padding:2rem;
max-width:1200px;
margin:0 auto
}

.collage-item {
background-color:#002c5b;
padding:1rem;
border:1px solid #ddd;
border-radius:8px;
text-align:center;
box-shadow:0 4px 6px #0000001a;
cursor:pointer;
transition:background-color .3s ease
}

.collage-item:hover {
background-color:#014082
}

.collage-item img {
width:100%;
height:auto;
max-height:200px;
object-fit:cover
}

.collage-item h2 {
font-size:1.2rem;
color:#fff;
margin:.5rem 0
}

.collage-item p {
font-size:.9rem;
color:#fff
}

@media (max-width: 768px) {
.navbar {
flex-direction:column
}

.nav-links ul {
flex-direction:column;
align-items:center
}

.nav-links li {
margin:.5rem 0
}

.overlay {
width:90%;
left:5%;
top:10%
}

.collage-item {
padding:.5rem
}
}

.below-collage {
background-color:#f9f9f9;
padding:3rem 1.5rem;
display:grid;
grid-template-columns:repeat(auto-fit,minmax(250px,1fr));
gap:2rem;
max-width:1200px;
margin:0 auto
}

.introduction {
background-color:#fff;
padding:1.5rem;
border-radius:8px;
box-shadow:0 4px 6px #0000001a
}

.introduction h2 {
color:#002c5b;
margin-bottom:1rem
}

.introduction p {
color:#555
}

.success-stories {
background-color:#fff;
padding:1.5rem;
border-radius:8px;
box-shadow:0 4px 6px #0000001a
}

.success-stories h2 {
color:#002c5b;
margin-bottom:1rem
}

.success-stories p {
color:#555;
margin-bottom:.75rem
}

.key-stats {
background-color:#fff;
padding:1.5rem;
border-radius:8px;
box-shadow:0 4px 6px #0000001a
}

.key-stats h2 {
color:#002c5b;
margin-bottom:1rem
}

.key-stats ul {
list-style-type:none;
padding:0
}

.key-stats ul li {
margin-bottom:.5rem;
color:#555
}

.impact {
background-color:#fff;
padding:1.5rem;
border-radius:8px;
box-shadow:0 4px 6px #0000001a
}

.impact h2 {
color:#002c5b;
margin-bottom:1rem
}

.impact p {
color:#555
}

footer {
background-color:#002c5b;
color:#fff;
text-align:center;
padding:1rem;
position:relative;
bottom:0;
width:100%
}

.footer-links {
display:flex;
justify-content:center;
gap:1.5rem;
flex-wrap:wrap;
margin-top:.5rem
}

.footer-links a {
color:#fff;
text-decoration:none;
font-size:1rem
}

.footer-links a:hover {
text-decoration:underline
}

.footer-text {
margin-top:.5rem;
font-size:.9rem;
color:#ddd
}

body.bases-page {
font-family:Arial,sans-serif;
margin:0;
padding:0;
background-color:#f4f4f4
}

.navbar.bases-page {
background-color:#002c5b;
padding:.5rem 1rem;
position:sticky;
top:0;
z-index:10;
display:flex;
align-items:center;
justify-content:space-between
}

.nav-logo.bases-page {
display:flex;
align-items:center
}

.nav-logo.bases-page img {
height:75px;
object-fit:contain;
margin-right:10px
}

.nav-title.bases-page {
color:#fff;
font-size:1.5rem;
font-weight:700
}

.nav-links.bases-page ul {
list-style:none;
margin:0;
padding:0;
display:flex
}

.nav-links.bases-page li {
margin:0 1rem
}

.nav-links.bases-page a {
color:#fff;
text-decoration:none;
font-size:1.1rem
}

.nav-links.bases-page a:hover {
text-decoration:underline
}

.main-image.bases-page {
position:relative;
text-align:left
}

.main-image.bases-page img {
width:100%;
height:auto;
display:block
}

.overlay.bases-page {
position:absolute;
top:10%;
left:5%;
background-color:#0009;
color:#fff;
padding:1rem;
border-radius:5px;
width:23.5%;
transition:background-color .3s ease
}

.overlay.bases-page h1 {
font-size:2.5rem;
margin:0 0 .5rem
}

.overlay.bases-page p {
font-size:1rem;
margin:0
}

.text-below-image {
padding:2rem;
text-align:center;
background-color:#f4f4f4;
color:#333;
font-size:1.1rem;
max-width:800px;
margin:0 auto;
line-height:1.6;
.collagebases-pagedisplay:grid;
grid-template-columns:repeat(auto-fit,minmax(150px,1fr));
gap:1rem;
padding:2rem;
max-width:1200px;
margin:0 auto
}

.collage-item.bases-page {
background-color:#002c5b;
padding:1rem;
border:1px solid #ddd;
border-radius:8px;
text-align:center;
box-shadow:0 4px 6px #0000001a;
cursor:pointer;
transition:background-color .3s ease
}

.collage-item.bases-page:hover {
background-color:#014082
}

.collage-item.bases-page img {
width:100%;
height:auto;
max-height:200px;
object-fit:cover
}

.collage-item.bases-page h2 {
font-size:1.2rem;
color:#fff;
margin:.5rem 0
}

.collage-item.bases-page p {
font-size:.9rem;
color:#fff
}

@media (max-width: 768px) {
.navbar.bases-page {
flex-direction:column
}

.nav-links.bases-page ul {
flex-direction:column;
align-items:center
}

.nav-links.bases-page li {
margin:.5rem 0
}

.overlay.bases-page {
width:90%;
left:5%;
top:10%
}

.collage-item.bases-page {
padding:.5rem
}
}

.below-collage.bases-page {
background-color:#f9f9f9;
padding:3rem 1.5rem;
display:grid;
grid-template-columns:repeat(auto-fit,minmax(250px,1fr));
gap:2rem;
max-width:1200px;
margin:0 auto
}

.success-stories.bases-page {
background-color:#fff;
padding:1.5rem;
border-radius:8px;
box-shadow:0 4px 6px #0000001a
}

.success-stories.bases-page h2 {
color:#002c5b;
margin-bottom:1rem
}

.success-stories.bases-page p {
color:#555;
margin-bottom:.75rem
}

.key-stats.bases-page {
background-color:#fff;
padding:1.5rem;
border-radius:8px;
box-shadow:0 4px 6px #0000001a
}

.key-stats.bases-page h2 {
color:#002c5b;
margin-bottom:1rem
}

.key-stats.bases-page ul {
list-style-type:none;
padding:0
}

.key-stats.bases-page ul li {
margin-bottom:.5rem;
color:#555
}

.impact.bases-page {
background-color:#fff;
padding:1.5rem;
border-radius:8px;
box-shadow:0 4px 6px #0000001a
}

.impact.bases-page h2 {
color:#002c5b;
margin-bottom:1rem
}

.impact.bases-page p {
color:#555
}
<!DOCTYPE html>
<html lang="en">
<head>
    <meta charset="UTF-8">
    <meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width, initial-scale=1.0">
    <title>Royal Air Force</title>
    <link rel="stylesheet" href="style.css">
</head>
<body>
    <!-- Navbar -->
    <nav class="navbar">
        <div class="nav-logo">
            <img src="RAFLogo2.png" alt="RAF Logo">
            <span class="nav-title">The Royal Air Force</span>
        </div>
        <div class="nav-links">
            <ul>
                <li><a href="index.html">Home</a></li>
                <li><a href="Apply.html">Apply</a></li>
                <li><a href="bases.html">Bases</a></li>
                <li><a href="history.html">History</a></li>
                <li><a href="roles.html">Roles</a></li>
            </ul>
        </div>
    </nav>

    <!-- Main Image Section -->
    <div class="main-image">
        <img src="RAFmain.jpg" alt="RAF Main Image">
        <div class="overlay">
            <h1>The Royal Air Force</h1>
            <p>Air and Space Power: to Protect Our Nation. For over a hundred years, the Royal Air Force has defended the skies of Britain and projected Britain’s power and influence around the world.</p>
            <!-- Apply button -->
            <button class="apply-btn" onclick="location.href='https://recruitment.raf.mod.uk/apply';">Apply</button>
        </div>
    </div>

    <!-- Text Section below Main Image -->
    <div class="text-below-image">
        <p>
          The Royal Air Force (RAF) is the world’s oldest air force and is responsible for defending the UK’s skies. The RAF also prevents conflicts, responds to threats, and provides support during uncertain times and humanitarian operations.
        </p>
    </div>

    <!-- Collage Section -->
    <div class="collage">
        <div class="collage-item" data-href="index.html">
            <img src="RAFhome.jpg" alt="Home">
            <h2>Home</h2>
            <p>Return to the home page for all information.</p>
        </div>
        <div class="collage-item" data-href="apply.html">
            <img src="RAFapply.jpg" alt="Apply">
            <h2>Apply</h2>
            <p>Ready to apply now? Start your journey now.</p>
        </div>
        <div class="collage-item" data-href="bases.html">
            <img src="RAFbases.jpg" alt="Bases">
            <h2>Bases</h2>
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