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Research suggests that story telling with children from birth impacts the brains neural circuits.  This happens even before they have spoken their first words (Kuhl, 2001).   Supporting this theory, the Welsh government (2019) stages of speech and language development, tells us that the stages of language and literacy development start from as early as three months old. From three moths old, babies will already be displaying signs of recognizing familiar voices and will begin to imitate facial movements.  Between the ages of three to six months old, babies begin to laugh during play and in bursts of excitement.  Between these ages, babies also have the ability to sense different emotions in a care givers voice.  Once children reach an age of between six and twelve months old, they will begin to try to replicate adults’ speech and lip movements, they will also begin to use physical gestures in order to communicate. 
From the ages of twelve months to five years old, children’s stages of speech and language development are growing and expanding dramatically.  The Welsh government (2019) states children develop the capabilities to recognize voices and sounds, they learn facial expressions and gestures, and children learn how to communicate and understand instruction.  They learn how to initiate conversation and develop their own opinions, enabling them to agree or disagree with matters raised.  Children become aware of complex humor and jokes told.  Children also acquire the skills to make their own decisions.  All of these essential skills are developed in just five short years. These years of a Childs life are absolutely crucial to the successful development of children’s language and literacy skills.
This is why storytelling to children from birth is essential for their language and literacy development (Berkowitz, 2011).  Storytelling with young children enables them to engage in literacy skills such as cognitive engagement, envisioning, critical thinking and story progression (Agosto, 2016).
Estyn (2021) details how Welsh schools recognize how children’s reading, oracy and writing skills can be promoted through language and literacy-based activities, such as storytelling. 
Fitzgerald (2014) tells us that the physical development of the human brain depends on words. The more words children learn the more the brain develops and the ability to learn is increased. Storytelling with children from a young age has an impact on the rest of their lives.
Bellingham (2015) explains that for some children and for many different reasons, reading is a difficult process. It can take a great deal of effort to decipher challenging words and interpret vocabulary and sounds.  Children can become consumed by these things and are unable to comprehend the actual story or information they are reading.  However, studies suggest that children who fully absorb a story, benefit from greater language and literacy development.  Dickinson et al (2011) suggest a direct link between storytelling and language development.  Their studies show that storytelling to children exposes them to new vocabulary and a wider range of words not usually experienced in everyday life. 
Bruner (1990) suggests that human beings are preprogramed to manage experiences into narrative structure.  Oral storytelling has a great effect on the listening, speaking, and writing abilities of children.  Studies comparing story reading and storytelling were to have found that children considered oral storytelling as a more interactive and personal experience.  Oral storytelling inspires children to join in the activity and use repetitive phrases.  Oral storytelling also introduces children to important characteristics that entice imagination, stimulates sympathetic reactions, and helps children process social experiences (Hibbin, 2016). 
To emphasize the importance of language and literacy skills in early years, Save the children (2016) state that language and literary skills have a lasting effect on academic success in later life.  Without essential skills in language, communication and speech, children will not be prepared for school. 
National Geographic society (2022) suggests that storytelling can be dated back to over thirty thousand years ago.  Evidence indicates traditional storytelling has been practiced since the discovery of language itself.  There is a vast amount of evidence supporting the benefits of traditional storytelling for language and literacy development, however, with advancements in technology and the introduction to the digital age, what does research tell us about the benefits of digital literacy? Maureen et al (2018) Research suggests, that by the time children are of school age they will already have experienced and have knowledge of digital methods of communication.  This is why it is important for children to be developing digital skills. 
UNICEF (2017) report on children in a digital world, examines the increased debate about what influence digital technology is having on children’s development.  There are numerous articles and sources of information airing concerns about how digital technology and screen time can be detrimental to a Childs development.  As the Mindd foundation (2020) describes, that increased screen time can inhibit a child’s sensory stimulation and it also explains how screen time is commonly associated with childhood hyperactivity.  However, there is a vast majority of evidence supporting the opportunities that the digital age creates for children from all backgrounds. 
 Florez – Aristizabal et al (2019) explains how digital and interactive devices are transforming language and literacy for children with disabilities.  The digital age allows children with disabilities access to education, not previously accessible to them, and enables them to overcome educational barriers.  For example, Language and literacy skills are one of the main trial’s children with hearing impairments face in life and education. According to Bahatheg (Unknown) digital devices provide children with impaired hearing or disabilities with the opportunity to learn independently.  Bahatheg (unknown) explains that one of the challenges children with disabilities face in education, is often when they are working in a classroom or a group setting. Children with disabilities will often fall behind working in a group setting, predictably affecting their enthusiasm to learn.
As Mages (2020) explains, due to the recent pandemic, children, caregivers, and teachers were compelled to adjust to digital learning in order to provide and receive education.  The digital age is rapidly transforming the style of storytelling.  Digital storytelling has been demonstrated to be an important means to aid teachers support children in language and literacy.  According to studies by Billington (2016) children who use devices such as tablets and iPad for learning, have an increased alphabetical knowledge.  
Billington (2016) also reports that research has shown that digital devices are the most popular avenue in to reading, language and literacy skills, especially for children from disadvantaged backgrounds.  It is stated that families from socio-economic households are theoretically more likely to use digital devices with their children for educational purposes, rather than entertainment purposes.  It is suggested that many children and families will engage for longer periods of time in a reading activity if it is presented on a digital device rather than on paper.
Aitchison (1987) believes there are three stages that happen in the course of how a child gains knowledge of language.  The first stage is labeling.  Labeling means that children need to make the link between sound and objects, ultimately learning to associate a name with something. This is why pointing was used in the storytelling session.  Pointing at objects during story telling can help children begin to associate words with items.  Using pointing during storytelling also aids in literacy skills, as pointing out words while reading aloud can assist children in word association.  Also pointing teaches basic language skills, such as, how reading is directed from left to right and from top to bottom in the English language (Lewis, 2018) 
Pauses and questions were used during the storytelling sessions.  Asking children questions during storytelling supports their language and literacy skills.  As (BBC, 2022) explains, asking children questions during a storytelling session aids in language and literacy development, by focusing on the child’s personal interests.  Asking children questions during storytelling, stimulates interaction and conversations, enhancing their thinking abilities and also helps children learn new concepts.  Peck (1989) describes how questions during story telling also encourage children to consider and discuss characters motives, people’s actions, and aids children to vocalize their opinions and views on the world, ultimately leading children to a more diverse vocabulary.
Voice changes during story telling with children can hold children’s attention for longer periods of time, and also make the story more engaging for the children.  As Jacqueline et al (2017) tells us, using character voices and changing vocal tones and pitches during story telling with children has been linked to expanding children’s language vocabulary. Voice changes, tones and pitches were used during this storytelling session.  Crystal (1995) Describes things such as voice changes as language play.  He explains how language play is so widely used but often adults do not recognize they are taking part in it.  Language play is used in songs, nursery rhymes, play and storytelling.  Language play during story telling enables children and adults to vocalize emotions.  Children often begin to associate sounds with feelings.  For example, high pitched tones are often linked to excitement.  Language play plays an essential role in storytelling as it encourages literacy skills such as listening, recalling, and re-telling. 
According to Buck et al (1972) in the right situations, facial expressions are a nonverbal expression of emotion.  In its most simple form, storytelling is a communication sequence consisting of narrative formation, vocalization, body language and facial expressions (Craig, 1996).  During the storytelling sessions, facial expressions were used when reading about different characters and their emotions. From birth and through a childs lifetime, facial expressions are an important skill.  The capability to understand other people’s emotions is crucial to good communication skills. Visual signs and languages are key social signals in humans (Grossard et al, 2018).   Camras and Allison (1985) research shows that children’s ability to accurately recognize facial expressions appropriately, increase with age.
[bookmark: _Hlk95927178]In conclusion, there is sufficient evidence to benefit and support the use of digital devices for the development of language and literacy, however, when analyzing the story telling activity, there is a clear difference in the traditional story telling activity and the digital storytelling activity.  During the traditional story telling activity, pointing, or labeling was used more frequently than in the digital storytelling activity.  Facial expressions were also limited in the digital storytelling session.  When comparing both activities, a wider range of interaction and questions with the children was evident in the tradition storytelling activity.  Analysis these reasons, the possibility of the diminished interaction with the children during the digital activity could be because the interactive screen is providing the children with the entertainment needed to keep them interested and engaged, whereas in the traditional story telling activity, the responsibility to keep children engaged and bring the story to life, lays with the storyteller.  As previously stated, the introduction to the digital age comes with many benefits, however it is crucial not to exclude the great importance of human interaction for children in order to support them in the progression of language and literacy skills. 
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