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Research Proposal

Does membership or associated participation with a National Governing Body (NGB) reduce impact on blue space services.

Objectives
To observe if any patterns exist between the demographic of paddle UK registered paddle boarders, and the demographics of fatalities, call outs or incidents involving HM Coastguard or other public service. 

Justification
During the literary review for this proposal it became abundantly clear that falling foul to the issues outlined below by Roger Scrutton would be a challenge. 

A typical problem with many students is they ask too broad a question which leads to a piece 
of work that is multi-limbed, overly complex, poorly structured and often fails to get to the 
central point of what is going on (Mansfield, 2020, p. 259).

With this in mind a concise cross sectional or correlational approach was concluded as the option for this research. Focusing primarily on Paddle Boarding and not the entirety of the blue space using community.

There is a rich heritage of paddle sport within the UK, and in the post-COVID years a significant increase in engagement has been reported, particularly in stand-up paddleboarding (commonly referred to as SUPing). If we wish any guidance or policy to be as effective as possible establishing some clarity on who is paddleboarding seems justified.

Methodology

The methodological process to reach this point can be summarised by Heather Price and Liz Mallabon:

Inexperienced researchers are often bewildered by the terminology of the research process 
and confused by concepts such as paradigms, methodologies and methods, and how they are 
positioned in varied theoretical frameworks.’ (Prince and Mallabon, 2020, p.37). 
The hope is that this research will provide a cross section of blue space engagement currently available to both competitive and recreation paddleboarding activity participants, all of whom are blue space users and its impact in wider institutions. To ensure a large enough sampling other paddle sports will be included in the sample group but used mostly as a comparison to paddleboarders. It is recognised within Paddle Cymru that SUP tends to be something most paddlers do to supplement activity time, when white water kayaking, canoeing or slalom is not viable, for example in poor water levels or inclement weather. By including all paddlers the ability to encompass more paddleboarders in the research should increase and give more accuracy overall to the results.

Enabling or informing methodology of future potential research is part of the less specific and more holistic goal, whilst beginning to unravel the complexities associated with blue space use and engagement, through paddle sport. Questions this research intends to answer are, who is already using it, who isn’t using it, where is it being used, and when and to what extent?

The answers to these questions are necessary to establish before any questions can be asked or research committed to why people participate and why certain demographics might not want to paddle or do not want to paddle in certain places. Despite the existing qualitative evidence, we may also need to provide some evidence of the effectiveness to help direct further knowledge growth.

Nevertheless, rightly or wrongly, stakeholders in outdoor activities – educators, public sector 
and commercial providers, grant awarding bodies, government departments – like to have 
evidence of the effectiveness in numbers as well as from narrative or anecdote. Metrics and 
measures of effectiveness are therefore important (Scrutton, 2020, p. 245).
Thus looking to quantify the impact of the growing use of blue spaces and explore its impact is the direction of this proposed research.
Brief summary of literary review.
During the literary review some key stakeholders on the subject were reviewed and consulted, those being the Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI), the Maritime & Coastguard Agency (MCA), Paddle Cymru, The National Water Safety Forum and National Survey for Wales from Sport Wales.

The extent of the consultation and review being, what information was already available publicly and if the organisation would be willing to engage and provide relevant information for the research if it was not already available. Clarifying that research would be subject to an approval process at UWTSD before commencing and would not be at risk of breaching GDPR.

 Most of the organisations responded positively, however the RNLI responded thus: “Due to resource limitations, we are unable to support requests from students for activity linked to university or school projects.” (Hart, 2026). Within the correspondence, however, the RNLI signposted to a page on their public facing website where some information can be accessed (Seal, 2026).
Proposed data or demographic sampling
· HM Coastguard: Request data from paddle board calls in years 2021 and 2024 with demographic information including number of casualties, age, gender, county of residence (if known), and reason for call out.

· The Water Incident Database (WAID), on the National Water Safety Forum: paddleboard fatalities in 2021 and 2024.

· RNLI Open Database return of services: date, time, length of call out and reason for launch and location in 2021 and 2024.

· Paddle Cymru, Paddle UK: request data of members in 2021 and 2024, number of paddleboarders, gender, age, county of residence. In addition, data regarding number of SUP safety courses delivered (if known), number of SUP instructors, and any other information regarding SUP data.

Sport Wales had limited data on water sports, using the classification of ‘Outdoor pursuits’ to encompass a very broad scope: “‘Outdoor pursuits’ include Mountain sports (e.g. climbing or skiing), Motorsport, Fishing or angling, Horse riding, Skating or skateboarding, and Watersport (e.g. kayaking, surfing, sailing).” (Sport Wales, 2025) Thus Sport Wales was deemed not useful for this research.
Hypothesis
That where demographic for Paddle Cymru is higher it should correlate with less representation for HMCG, RNLI and WAID incident data.  Louise Mansfield writes in her contribution to Research Methods regarding hypothesis that, “Some researchers subscribe to the view that one should know what the outcome will be and thus employ directional hypothesis, whereas others do not and leave it open to see what the results deliver.” (Mansfield, 2020, p. 261) The conclusion for this research is more sympathetic to the later option of seeing what the results deliver. This seems to be the less biased approach.

Ethical Considerations
When using any data relating to fatalities or incidents sensitivity or empathy is required in all public correspondents or engagement. In its overall intended aim or future hope most rational individuals should recognise the value in what this research could evidence.

Seeking to reduce overall incidents of fatalities for paddleboarders in blue spaces would reduce demand on emergency services and increase the extensive value that access to blue space brings to society as a whole. This would be an ethical justification for this research.

Following the Haverfordwest incident 2021 the UK Sports Council made the following recommendations:


The UK National Sports Councils are recommended to:


2022/134 Complete their review of the governance of stand up paddle boarding in the UK 
and urgently ensure that the recognised national governing body(ies) have the resource, 
support and expertise to issue advice and guidance, including appropriate training standards 
to control risk to those who take part in this fast-growing sport.


2022/135 Review and develop as necessary its criteria for conferring recognition as a 
national governing body, to include the management of safety and adherence to good 
practice by the governing body and any organisation or companies it accredits.


2022/136 Develop and publish a national governing body Guide to Good Practice. (Marine 
Accident Investigation Branch, 2022)
The reason for seeking data from 2021 and 2024 is to observe if a noticeable improvement in data is evident following the implementation of the recommendations.

The Ethics form for this proposal is in the Appendices along with a holistic outline of the timeline in a basic Gnatt chart. 

What will be done with the data
All data will be recorded into SSPS statistics programme and correlated to see what, if any correlation or patterns exist.

Results will be presented following consultation with relevant statistics or spreadsheet expertise from UWTSD. This is to ensure optimal pedagogy for end users following the research completion.

Results will be offered to the stakeholders and the possibility of an abridged version being published in Paddle Cymru’s Ceufad magazine has been suggested by members of the Paddle Cymru board.
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Appendixes
In this appendix are two items for consideration. 

1. A holistic plan for the project, presented in a Gnatt Chart format. 

2. The Ethics form for this proposal, which will also be submitted separately to ensure it is received and reviewed in time.

1. Gnatt Chart, holistic vision for Project
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2. Ethics Form For Project
APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL
In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically.  
The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. 

SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	1
	Full Name:
	Stephen Bean

	2
	Student Number:
	130446



	3
	Email address:
	130446@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

	4
	Programme of Study:
	MA outdoor Education

	5
	Supervisor:
	Dr Nalda Wainwright


SECTION B:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, location-specific dodes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines. You may add rows to this table if needed.

	1
	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice
	x

	2
	UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	x

	3
	DATA PRTOECTION LEGISLATION 2018 (GDPR)
	x

	4
	
	☐


SECTION C: Details of Research Activity
	1
	Indicative title:
	Reasearch project proposal BMOE7014

	2
	Proposed start date:
	April 1st 2026
	Proposed end date:
	May 8th 2026

	
	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words in each section)

Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the three points below:
· Purpose of Research Activity

· Proposed Research Question

· Aims of Research Activity

· Objectives of Research Activity
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
· What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge 

· How it addresses an area of importance. 

	3
	Purpose of Research Activity
Required for Module completion, possible further exploration in dissertation.

(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Research Question
Does membership or association with a National Governing Body, reduce impact or demand on blue space resources?

(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	Aims of Research Activity
Number your aims and link them to your objectives
1] To observe if any patterns exist between the demographic of paddle UK registered paddle boarders, and the demographics of fatalities, call outs or incidents involving HM Coastguard or other public service. 

2] To Identify if certain demographic participant highly representative in a paddle sport National Governing Body have less representation in blue space service use.

3] To provide clear demographic information with which to inform a more qualitative investigation in the future, possibly for dissertation purposes.

(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Objectives of Research Activity
To request clear, specific demographic information from paddle UK or paddle Cymru in regard to members from 2021 and 2024’ including;

· Total Number of Paddle Boarders within the registered members

· Age

· Gender

· County of residence

· Total number of Paddle Board Instructors/ leadership

· Number of paddle boarding courses delivered

· +Age (on courses)

· +Gender (on courses)

· County of residence 

To request clear, specific demographic information from HM Coastguard in regard to incidents in 2021 and 2024 involving paddle sport and paddle boarding. Including;

· Total number of incidents involving Paddle Boarding

· date of each incident

· location of incident

· Number of casualties

· Age

· Gender

· County of residence

· group or individual?

· Reason for call out?

· Initial incident type

· revised incident type

To Revue the RNLI return of service data, specifically Paddle board involvement, cross reference this with information from HM Coastguard data.

To review the WAID Water incident Data Base, cross reference with RNLI return of service, HM coastguard and Paddle UK/Cymru.

To put all demographic data into a recognised software SSPS and correlate, and analyse. Draw conclusions’ if any, from the data.
(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Proposed data collection methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity to collect data, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. You do not need to justify the methods here, but should instead describe how you intend to collect the data necessary for you to complete your project.


	7
	This research will utilise quantitive Cross-sectional/ correlation, consultation with invested stakeholders, who hold separate data pools.

Following ethical approval a formal email will be sent to the establishment or organisational contacts already determined in the literature review. Outlining with a pre formatted table or check list the particular data required or requested for this research.

Stakeholders will be informed of the inclusion of the other organisations and a clearly stated purpose for the research, and how the data requested will be used.

This research WILL NOT be requiring specific personal data and will avoid any GDPR related demographics.

A stated time frame will be in the email with a ‘deadline’ for requested data to be emailed back to me?

Consultation with supervisors is required to define the optimum format for the data to be imputed into, this part of the taught masters that hasn’t been taught yet.

The RNLI return of service data can be used to verify validity of the data from HM Coastguard, as the data will cover the same incidents. The WAID data will provide validity for the incidents that had a fatality. Providing a frame work to ensure accuracy in the data correlation. With high external validity.

All data analysis will be done using SSPS software licensed through the university.

(this box should expand as you type)


SECTION D: Scope of Research Activity

	
	Will the research activity include:
	YES
	NO

	1
	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	y
	☐

	2
	Use of interviews?
	☐
	x

	3
	Use of focus groups?
	☐
	x

	4
	Use of participant diaries? 
	☐
	x

	5
	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	x

	6
	Use of computer-generated log files?
	☐
	x

	7
	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☐
	x

	8
	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	x

	9
	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	x

	10
	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	x

	11
	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	x

	12
	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	x

	13
	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	x

	14
	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	x

	15
	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	x

	16
	Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment?
	☐
	x

	17
	Other primary data collection methods. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) below.
	x
	☐

	
	Details of any other primary data collection method:
Demographic information from multiple organisations, covering holistic personal demographic data. 

Precise information gathering is the key to the integrity of this research.
(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If you have ticked NO to every question then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and you may skip section E and continue to section F.

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 

SECTION E: Intended Participants

	
	Who are the intended participants:
	YES
	NO

	1
	Students or staff at the University?
	☐
	x

	2
	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☐
	x

	3
	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	x

	4
	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	x

	5
	Prisoners?
	☐
	x

	6
	Young offenders?
	☐
	x

	7
	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	x

	8
	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	x

	9
	Others. Please indicate the participants below, and specifically any group who may be unable to give consent.

	x
	

	
	Details of any other participant groups:
This research relies on data gathered from individuals by different organisations. The consent element is from the organisation to use their data relating to individuals that they, the organisation, has consent to use for purposes such as research. By committing to data that does not breach GDPR this is not a high level of concern, but appropriate to ‘flag’ in this form.
(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


	
	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	10
	How many participants are expected?

	2 Information holders HMCG and Paddle UK, how have specific data on many hundreds of individuals.
(this box should expand as you type)

	11
	Who will the participants be?

	HMCG and Paddle UK/ Cymru
(this box should expand as you type)

	12
	How will you identify the participants?
	All ready identified as key data holders within the literary review.
(this box should expand as you type)


	
	Information for participants:
	YES
	NO
	N/A

	13
	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	x
	☐
	☐

	14
	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	x
	☐
	☐

	15
	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☐
	
	x

	16
	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☐
	☐
	x

	17
	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☐
	☐
	x

	18
	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☐
	☐
	x

	19
	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	x
	☐
	☐

	20
	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	x
	☐
	☐

	21
	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	x
	☐
	☐

	22
	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	
	Some of the above questions are not relevant to the research.
(this box should expand as you type)


	
	Information for participants:
	YES
	NO
	N/A

	24
	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	x
	☐

	25
	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	x
	☐

	26
	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	x
	☐
	☐

	27
	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	x
	☐

	28
	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	
	This research has the potential to inform Paddle UK about impact that membership in their organisation has on Blue space services and potential to give them information on how to target advertisement incentives for membership of the organisation, which is a paid membership. So in theory could lead to increased income from promoted membership or Loss of income if the data suggests something contrary to hypothesis.
(this box should expand as you type)


SECTION F: Anticipated Risks

	
	Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them.  

	1
	Risks to participants
For example: sector-specific health & safety, emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information. If you have identified in section D that there are no participants then enter N/A and go skip to question 3.

	
	Risk to participants:
The topic of incidents and the classification of reason for call-out from RNLI or HMCG incident type, can be quite candid when it comes to paddle boarders. When members of paddle uk or Cymru receive this data, it could be potentially humbling.

Information from WAID is related to fatalities, and as such may be enough to upset certain sensitivities.
(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to participants:
The Methodology or pedagogy employed when presenting any findings publicly will be key.

Consultation from supervisor and Paddle Cymru Ceaufed magazine editors will be undertaken.

All context for this research is to help prevent or minimise negative encounters with blue space use. The benefits of any potential findings in the long term, could lead to greater engagement with blue space communities. 

Positively influencing social wellbeing in the future.
(this box should expand as you type)

	2
	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
	The only potential sensitive information will be the WAID data base (disclosed above) 

The WAID data base is publicly accessible. A link to it will be published with any results or findings.

(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	Risks to the investigator
For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	
	Risk to the investigator: Loss of credibility within the outdoor industry if data is miss used or inaccurately correlated.

The investigator is a member of Paddle Cymru and on a committee tasked with identifying ways to increase participation with paddle Cymru. Conflict of interest is possible. If data evidence shows that NGB membership might make an individual more likely to be an incident statistic for HMCG.

It should be noted that this is not my hypothesis. 

(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the investigator:
Accountability and integrity to the methodology, statistic analysis and desire to inform NGB policy. A vision to inform and accurately promote blue space users and use in the future. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	
	Risk to the University:
Risk that the university may be associated with an act that could be interpreted as bad press for paddlers or specifically SuP.

Potential risk that findings link to certain demographic being more susceptible to incidents involving Emergency services.
(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the University:
Clear communications of the aims and objectives to interested parties. Open and honest communications with Supervisor and a commitment too explore further any patterns found in the data, through a more qualitative data collection. This research aims to identify demographics from which we can then ask questions to find out more detail in regard to motivations, philosophical approaches and competencies.

(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	Environmental risks
For example: accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems

	
	Risk to the environment:

Minimal at this stage.

(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to environment:
NA

(this box should expand as you type)


SECTION G: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

If you have identified in section D that there are no participants then enter skip this section and continue to section H.
	1
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	
	All organisations will be informed when the research is complete and invited to see results or discuss though it with investigator.

An abridged version for publication will be made available on request.
(this box should expand as you type)

	2
	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
	During the literary review some key stakeholders on the subject were reviewed and consulted, those being the Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI), the Maritime & Coastguard Agency (MCA), Paddle Cymru, The National Water Safety Forum and National survey for wales from Sport Wales.

The extent of the consultation and review, being, what information was already available publicly and If the organisation would be willing to engage and provide relevant information for the research if it was not already available. Clarifying that research would be subject to an approval process at UWTSD before commencing and would not be at risk of breaching GDPR.
 Most of the organisations responded positively being open and encouraging that if an awnser to my question was conclusive, it would be useful to know. With the exception of the RNLI who responded thus  ‘Due to resource limitations, we are unable to support requests from students for activity linked to university or school projects.(email Supporter Experience Team Royal National Lifeboat Institution)’.

It is concluded that assent to any enquiry by the organisations will be deemed consent at this level of data collection, as none of the data collected should be deemed sensitive enough to warrant further consent.
(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	
	Paddle Cymru and HMCG are both public facing organisations with there own policies and procedures on this topic. Consent will be asked for before any publication (as previously mentioned) is undertaken. No Specific individuals will be identifiable in this data.
(this box should expand as you type)


SECTION H: Data Protection and Storage

	
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	1
	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio recordings of participants is considered to be personal data.
	☐
	x

	
	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	2
	NA
(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	3
	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –

(a) racial or ethnic origin,

(b) political opinions,

(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,

(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),

(e) physical or mental health or condition,

(f) sexual life,

(g) genetics,

(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	☐
	x

	
	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	4
	(this box should expand as you type)


	
	Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?
	YES
	NO

	5
	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	x

	6
	University computers?
	☐
	x

	7
	Private company computers?
	☐
	x

	8
	Home or other personal computers?
	x
	

	9
	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☐
	x

	10
	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	x
	☐

	11
	Other – specify:

	☐
	x

	12
	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
	All data will be kept in password protected cloud storage on the University Office 365 system which

will not be shared.  Any USB sticks used to store or transfer data will be password protected. 
(this box should expand as you type)


	
	Data Protection

	
	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	13
	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	x
	☐

	14
	Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research team?
	☐
	x

	15
	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	x
	☐

	16
	Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	x

	17
	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	x

	18
	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	x

	19
	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and/or any international equivalent):

	
	All data will be encrypted and kept in password protected cloud storage on the University Office 365 system which will not be shared. Any USB sticks used to store or transfer data will be password protected. 

In addition, none of the data being shared breaches GDPR. So not sure how relevant this is?
(this box should expand as you type)

	20
	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
	· Principal Researcher

· Supervisor

· external examination personnel
(this box should expand as you type)

	21
	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
	UWTSD & Principal researcher
(this box should expand as you type)

	22
	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. 

	
	All data will be encrypted and kept in password protected cloud storage on the University Office 365 system which will not be shared. Any USB sticks used to store or transfer data will be password protected, and will be reformatted at the end of the project in order to destroy the data. The data will be stored until the completion of the principal researchers tenure, as data may be used to contribute to dissertation.
(this box should expand as you type)

	22
	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)
	☒

	23
	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	☒


SECTION I: Use of AI tools
	Use of generative AI and other AI-based tools
There are a number of ethical issues relating to the use of generative AI and other AI-based tools, including data security, output bias, and output errors. In general you should assume that any generative AI or other AI-based tool that you pay to use is more secure and accurate than one which is free to use.
Will the research use AI tools to do any of the following:
	YES
	NO
	N/A

	1
	Capture data?
	☒
	x
	☐

	2
	Generate and/or edit text?
	☐
	x
	☐

	3
	Generate graphics?
	☐
	x
	☐

	4
	Generate video?
	☐
	x
	☐

	5
	Generate sound/music?
	☐
	x
	☐

	6
	Generate code?
	☐
	x
	☐

	7
	Generate synthetic data?
	☐
	x
	☐

	8
	Analyse data?
	☐
	x
	☐

	9
	Analyse personal or sensitive data?
	☐
	x
	☐

	10
	Classify data?
	☐
	x
	☐

	11
	Do you intend to use the free version of any AI tools?
	☐
	x
	☐

	If you have answered YES to any of questions O1-O11, please provide justification detailing why this is necessary for the research.  

	12
	(this box should expand as you type)


SECTION J: Declaration
	
	
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	
	1
	Signature of applicant:
	S Bean
	Date:
13th March 2026

	2
	Supervisor:
	
	Date:
	

	3
	Signature:
	
	
	


1

