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Problem Solving task 
Contemporary Problem – Climate Change 


Introduction

The contemporary problem the group had was climate change which is moving at an unprecedented pace throughout the world, causing devastation to the environment, species, humans and our infrastructure. It is extremely important to highlight how special the earth is which is my individual topic I will gather research on. In this report I will show how earths special to tourism and the way the planet changed during the coronavirus pandemic for the better. I will implement the stages empathise and define from the design thinking process to address the problem.

Methods

During the problem-solving task we had influence from the 4 stages of team development. This was very useful as there was a process to follow and helped us learn more about teamwork and problem solving. Another method used by the team was design thinking which helped us solve a complex problem. As a group we reflected numerous times when thinking critically about what topics and information we need to look for and I had to influence members of the team to broaden their horizons to look further than the title. This was where we found conflict as we didn’t want to clash with the same pictures in the presentation or information. From here we used our decision-making skills and had all members participating to come to a mutual agreement to move forward reflecting again on the design thinking process. 


Results 

So this is where I can talk about the research I gathered and elaborate on my points mentioned in the presentation. Most notably, the earth is special due to biodiversity which is the variety of life on earth including species, their characteristics and habitats. The people of the planet rely on the animals for day-to-day things such as their source of food in poorer areas and 75% of the global foods rely on the animals to pollenate them. (Conservation International, 2020) 
Ecosystems are valuable as they purify our atmosphere allowing us to breathe properly, also they clean our waters without costly infrastructure, regulate our climate and provide us with food by pollenating our crops, so we don’t go hungry. (European Commission, 2010) 
Ecosystems are advantages that nature offers for human well-being. Our planet is what allows us to survive, and studies have proven that spending time in nature makes people happier than those who don't, as well as acting as an anti-depressant. Industries are growing quickly, and ecosystems are working to translate the economic value of the benefits we derive from nature so that we may better comprehend the trade-offs we are making between environmental preservation and industrial development. ( www.silvacom.com, n.d.)
Species provide us with healthy ecosystems, without these we would not have certain foods such as apples. Life from our oceans provides the main source of animal protein and our coral reefs thrive with fish and act as natural defences protecting coastlines from storms. (The Royal Society, 2022) Significant medical and pharmacological discoveries are made through understanding species and ecosystems. (World Health Organization, 2015) Some examples of animals that help are beavers who combat climate, birds to balance nature and fish to help our oceans climate. (Hussain, 2021)
Many of our high tech products are from our planet and materials used for work, sources of energy and air. This is what makes earth special, As David Attenborough said “It seems to me that the natural world is the greatest source of excitement; the greatest source of visual beauty; the greatest source of intellectual interest. It is the greatest source of so much in life that makes life worth living” (National Aeronautics and Space Administration, n.d.)
Regarding tourism the earth has numerous areas and species to encounter, and we can look for areas we can protect but also increase the chances of discovery. (Agency, 2017) We remain connected to the earth in so many ways but also very dependent on it for basic things such as our breathable atmosphere, abundant water, habitable climate and food to eat. (THE ENVIRONMENTOR, 2017)
Areas of the earth are still a mystery with land undiscovered like rain forests so it still have much more to offer that could change the future. (5 Reasons Why, 2015) When coronavirus hit the world and humans were sent into lockdown this allowed time for wildlife to explore and the environment to rest. (Watts, 2020)
Marine life were multiplying and fed more due to fewer ships travelling through the world's waterways and oceans instead of fishing. Some birds such as the bald eagle were seen after many years due to no human activity and noise disturbing them. (Huizen, 2021) Animals started to embrace the new normal with sea turtles nesting on empty beaches and looking healthier, they were also seen in unusual areas with a hope for recovery and some wild animals luring streets. (LIVEKINDLY, 2020)

Conclusion 

Overall, from start to finish we had team-based processes, Gibbs reflective cycle was something we all went through as individuals. For example, our main goal was to address the problem of climate change whilst preforming our own specialized tasks. As team leader I co-ordinated who had which topics and lay out a plan of who will be first on the presentation based on topics, so we have a flow to our problem. After completing my own personal research, I then collected group members images along with their voice notes to create our final presentation. I felt fairly confident completing this task and the positives were some members thanking me for helping. Coming away from the task I feel we could have planned more as a group, and all participated to the best of our abilities. 
From this unit I have learnt a deeper understanding of how design thinking within a group helps ideate but also make them come together. It allowed us time to test the idea to see how well or not it worked. Another important theory I've developed is the 4 stages of team development where at first we set clear goals that are SMART, before moving onto active discussions about climate change working through conflict. After this we encourage participation and look at how well we are working before lastly saying a thank you and making sure we have all done our best and learnt something from the process. (Cook, 2009)
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