Consider how useful Childe’s criteria for the emergence of towns and/or states are for interpreting the emergence of social complexity in the East Mediterranean in the Bronze Age.
In 1950 Childe outlined a series of criteria, specifying the hallmarks of a civilisation. He had no knowledge of the ‘world’s civilisations’, but there was an intention to place them all within categories. This is an impossible task and slightly presumptuous to generalise. But just how relevant is Childe is to us now? I shall assess the extent of social complexity in the Near East through the example of Ugarit. I chose those that indicate to me the more approachable aspects of what could potentially make a civilisation. 
Childe’s criteria: (Trigger 2007; 48)
1) Large urban centres
2) Craft workers, merchants, officials, and priests supported by the surpluses produced by farmers
3) Primary producers paying surpluses to a deity or divine ruler
4) Monumental architecture
5) A ruling class exempt from manual labour 
6) Writing systems for recording 
7) The development of exact practical sciences 
8) Monumental art 
9) The regular importation of raw materials and as industrial materials, and 
10)  Craft specialisation
Urban centres
In Western Syria, the Urban Revolution occurred in the period 2600-2000 AD; bringing about monumental building projects, fortified cities with adjacent communities and the introduction of writing. The Urban Revolution (as Childe discussed) heralded the start of new way of life for the Syrian people. Ugarit can be classed as a large urban centre. Archaeology revealed a chronological account of habitation from the pre-pottery phase of the Neolithic Age culminating in the Late Bronze Age. Occupation was a small settlement of farmers, fishers and hunters. Yon (2009;3) notes the domestication of animals (approx. 7000 BC) and in which ‘white ware’ appeared. “equivalents in other sites on the coast of the Levant and in inland Syria; this points to the development of a civilization with common features throughout a large part of the Near East”. (Yon 2006;15) 
The Ubaid Age (Levels III C/B) resembled a slight decline in the prosperity of Ugarit, but  saw the first instance of copper. It seemingly was more of a gradual introduction into urbanisation, into the EBA, Yon includes the example of “narrow streets and ramparts which drew it into a more urban character”. (Yon 2006;16) A move away from unbaked clay forming the foundations, to stone, as well as the metal tools was prevalent. (Yon 2006;16) Additionally, Richard (1987) remarks that at this point it became ‘a formidable city with ample storage space for surplus grains’. Urbanism was a multi-faceted evolution and visible changes to daily lives occurred on a wide basis. Urbanism reached a peak in the EBA II and III periods, a growing trend around this time. But what level did cultural contact lend to this? On Syro-Mesopotamian contact, some scholars (Amiran 1970a and Miroschedji 1985,1986 and Schaub 1973) both attest was there was little contact and it was an indigenous development. Yon (2006) would potentially disagree, arguing that it reached ‘spectacular urban development during the second and third phases of the MBA in which traditions from coastal Syria merge with contributions from the newcomers’.(Yon 2006) Interestingly, she links some examples of monumental architecture to this phase. Two temples on the Acropolis, and the “Hurrian temple” were supposedly built at this time. .’A pinnacle of Ugarit’s scale was during the LBA, in which its borders were expanded incorporating the Northern Levantine coast, covering approximately the same area as that of the current Mohafazet of Latakia, a surface of approximately 2,000 kilometres’ (Yon 2006;3). This emphasises the scale of urbanism that had occurred throughout the Bronze Age. It took the form of a fortified acropolis, with a fortified lower town. This ‘city plan’ is observed by scholars. (Cornelius and Niehr 2004; 63ff). Its significance lay not just in its scale but its diversity of features. This is explored further: “it was a large site with a strongly differentiated urban layout containing political, religious, and domestic areas” (Van Soldt 1995; Yon 1997,2006).”  
Monumental Architecture
This is a contentious topic. Each civilisation varied their forms of architecture, and I do not feel this is a conducive way of assessing a civilisation. For example, drawing a comparison between the Belet-Khallim shrine at Qatna and the ‘sanctuary’ at Kalavasos, is nigh on impossible. This is also seen if applying ‘devotional practices’ as a cover-all term. I find them so interchangeable. Urbanism begets grand statements of architecture and vice versa. Like the Northern Levant, there were overt architectural features. An example of this is seen in the ‘citadel city’ of Ebla, and its vast city walls/ramparts. I feel that monumental architecture was perhaps already anticipated by Ugarit’s rapid growth, an example being the temple at Ugarit. This is a well-documented location, that has been covered by scholars thusly. (Pfälzner 2012, Schaeffer 1962; Yon 2006: 36-45) remark on the sheer scale of the Royal Palace of Ugarit (at 6,500 square metres), but note “that it was made up of separate independent parts”, explained as a result of repeated “reconstruction/remodelling at various stages” (Pfälzner 2012, Margueron 2004: 145). A huge significance of the Royal Palace is the number of tombs that were found (Salles 1995; Marchegay 2008) giving us sufficient evidence of their attitudes towards the dead there. It was observed that “the palace had a very rich inventory of several archives which contained thousands of cuneiform tablets” (Pfälzner)  Therefore, we can say that there is a strong emphasis on record-keeping  in Ugarit. Was this fuelled by a desire for increased diplomacy/correspondance against the might of Mespotamia and Egypt? I feel the level of outside influence ‘enhanced’ the state, especially the incorporation of Akkadian, which became the legal text of Ugarit. It is still important to note the multi-regionality of the Levant at this time, and how it spread itself across many factors. Perhaps one of the most evident forms was in architecture.  The image of Ugarit was solidified because of cross-cultural contact. This is important to realise, raising the question of whether Ugarit would have been the same if not for this contact. The significance of the palaces satellites is also explored. “The Ugaritic palatial dependencies at Ras Ibn Hani (probably ancient Biruti), only 5 kilometers from Ugarit, were part of the district controlled by it. Thus, Ugarit presents the clearest picture of the geographical outline of a Levantine kingdom and it is the part of Syria with the largest number of excavated sites belonging to one and the same kingdom.” Pfälzner 2012)
Systems for writing 
The main source for writing for the whole of the Levantine region stems from the Armana Letters, a clear and explicit demonstration of political correspondence and diplomacy that took place between consecutive Pharoahs and rulers of the various city-states. Correspondance took place between Ugarit and Egypt. “Rib-Addu was the author of 62 letters to the pharaoh” (Pfälzner 2012). However, this was not the only source to be found from Ugarit. It seems that Ugarit also served as a ‘centre of recording’, giving us an idea of the ‘functionings’ of the entire region. (Pfälzner 2012, Klengel 1969: 340–407; 1992: 130–5) also reports that “the most abundant corpus of texts comes from Ugarit, and illustrates the international, cosmopolitan character of this trading hub and the economic, political, and cultic activities and structures of this prosperous kingdom.”  Furthermore, texts from certain areas (or potentially satellites) revealed specific aspects of life. “Texts from Alalakh Level IV shed light on the complex organization of the palace economy of an LBA kingdom” (Pfälzner 2012, von Dassow 2008). These pieces collectively weave a rich tapestry of the complex societies in the Levant. Indeed, Childe certainly would be happy with this example, as a whole language stemmed from this location. On excavation at Ugarit in 1928–29 (Ras Shamra), “several deposits of cuneiform clay tablets were found; all dating from the last phase of Ugarit, around 1200 BCE”. (Huehnergard 2012: 3) On the same page, he observes that: “Approximately 1,500 texts and fragments have been found to date”. “The Ugaritic texts have found themselves to be invaluable to scholar studying history in a biblical context, as it provides great insight in which the cultures of ancient Israel and Judah found parallels in the neighbouring cultures” (Greenstein 2010: 48-53). Additionally, it draws “clear parallels to Israelite practices as well, such as Levirate marriage” (Schniedewind & Hunt 2007:28-30). Perhaps a significant development in Ugaritic society developed from invasion from Akkadian forces? Found in Ugarit, was a very small number of legal texts, “Akkadian is regarded as the contemporary language of law), and hundreds of administrative or economic texts” (Huehnergard 2012: 6) 
Trade of the regular importation of raw materials and as industrial materials
Much like Ugarit’s description as a large urban centre cannot be disputed, its reputation as an important trade centre was ‘iconic’ The Bronze Age may have always been a ‘hub’ of trade, but the implementation of new trade routes from Egypt and the Southern Levant, meant that it really flourished during this Late Bronze Age. “The LBA was a time of intensive trade and exchange. Economic exchange was accompanied by cultural exchange and communication. Hence, the LBA has often been described as an “International Age” (Pfälzner 2012;) “The harbours of the Levantine coast (Pfälzner 2012, Karl Polanyi 1971a) were the nodal points of international exchange”. In this period was the establishment of strong cultural links with Cyprus as well as Mycaenean Greece. This brought in precious goods like Ivory and communal goods like Cypriot and Aegean pottery (amphorae and vases). The harbour of Minet El-Beida (although briefly occupied) was an outstretched hand into the arms of the Eastern Mediterranean. “Excavation of the warehouse there found more than 150 objects according to (Schaeffer’s) notebook, including Base-Ring juglets, other ceramics, alabaster vessels, ivory cosmetic dishes, faience, gold, beads”. (Sauvage 2006) Partly its deep participation in trade was due to its location. “To the west lay Minet el-Beida, while to the east a pass ran through Syria and northern Mesopotamia that lies parallel with the coast.The city also sat astride an important north-south coastal trade route linking Anatolia and Egypt”.(The Metropolitan Museum of Art; 2004).
To conclude, in assessing Childe’s work on ‘civilisations’ previously, I would have disregarded his work, on account of being too niche and ‘demanding’. However, I found that it supported the Near Eastern/Egyptian history very well. I think perhaps he intended to identify the ‘world’s civilisations’, however, was there more of an availability of evidence than in contrast to further afield? I feel his criteria is most applicable to that of Levantine society. Was this the main viewpoint that he had in the initial assessment of criteria? There is significance in the comparison that he draws to social stratification and writing/records, testament to the fact that the class societies had started to develop/record ideas, especially seen in the Akkadian legal texts. Ideas were now being recorded. The significance of the Amarna Letters is a reason that we should note the value of written records. The urban success of these civilsations were a direct result of the geographic area in which they arose. Trade was inherently linked and occurred on a vast scale. The emphasis in his criteria on writing is perhaps the most useful to us in assessing this region. 
One major flaw that I had with his discussions, however, was the ‘inter-connectedness’ of his criteria. I found difficulty in dissembling his work. For me the term ‘Urban centres’ was an all-encompassing context, and features like monumental architecture were inherently affixed. The criteria were his imaginings of an ideal society, and this appears a complex society that seems to fit this model the best. Perhaps it is only through the materials used, that their survival is still visible today? Even so, the links he draws with regards to writing are not ones that are easily replicable in other societies (Harappan culture eg). I would not use his criteria in the study of any other location than the Mediterranean or the Near East, and I would be cautious basing my work around these guidelines. I feel that his criteria is too broad-stroked. It serves a purpose in its dissection of complex societies, but I feel that perhaps it served greater emphasis when used to focus on a specific detail, for example Akkadian texts or possibilities of trade. There is simply no way of applying all the criteria to each civilisation. Perhaps it is more suitable to assess a civilisation through periods (in this instance the Bronze Age) as I feel that the changes seen were because of the situations, they found themselves in.
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