An Exemplar of Modern Architecture – The Villa Savoye

The Villa Savoye is situated in Poissy, a small town just outside France’s capital city of Paris. It is one of the most prolific modernist architecture icons of the 20th century. The villa was designed by a poignant architect at the time, Le Corbusier who, possibly as a result of this particular building, is now world renowned. Pierre and Emilie Savoye, a middle-class French couple, commissioned Le Corbusier to build the Villa Savoye as a country retreat. The villa articulates the essence of modern architecture through this showcase that transformed Le Corbusier’s career and in fact, his life. The building is revolutionary in that it was designed to revolve around the average person’s daily life and to function perfectly (Utopia/Dystopia, utopiadystopiawwi.wordpress.com). The villa is intended to be designed in such a way that the inhabitant would be able to live comfortably in a perfectly functioning building. 
Construction of the villa was completed in 1929 yet is still seen by many today as a modern building, denoted by the sleek and simple design elements that Le Corbusier is now known for. The Villa Savoye is a modern take on a typical French country house that “celebrates and reacts to the new machine age (AD Classics: Villa Savoye / Le Corbusier, www.archdaily.com). Le Corbusier established his five criteria that he believed all buildings should possess. Le Corbusier called these criteria his five points of design. These are as follows,
· Pilotis
· Flat roof terrace
· Open plan
· Ribbon windows
· Free façade 
[image: ]All of these elements were implemented by Le Corbusier in a large proportion of the buildings that he designed and have become his trademark. All five elements arguably work in synergy. This was in response to Le Corbusier’s own admiration for “mechanised design” (AD Classics: Villa Savoye / Le Corbusier, www.archdaily.com). What can be inferred from most of Le Corbusier’s work is that he is a huge advocator of simplicity and functional design. One of Le Corbusier’s five points of design, a free façade, describes the simplicity that he believes should be a common characteristic of buildings. The aforementioned source explains that Le Corbusier is known for stating “the house is a machine for living”. This emphasises Le Corbusier’s admiration for ‘mechanised design’. Adjacent, is an image of the cleverly composed and importantly functional ground level floor plan of the Villa Savoye (Le Corbusier – Villa Savoye, inexhibit.com). From the drawing, it is evident that the villa is based on a precise five column by five column square grid, incorporated into which is a more organic semi-circular form which outlines the external walls of the ground floor and outlines the internal ground level floor plan. The first floor is larger than the ground floor plan, mirroring the 25-column square grid. The larger level above creates an overhang on the ground. This in turn creates a sheltered passage under three sides of the building. This overhang allows for Le Corbusier’s first of his five points of design; pilotis support the upper level around most of the building. This creates the effect of having a corridor and therefore a pathway surrounding the building. This gives people a direction in which to travel. The area created by the pilotis is a shadow of the above floor. The ground floor contains the entrance hall, a garage, a laundry room and also was designed incorporating dwellings for a chauffeur and a maid. The motorcar had a large influence in the design of the ground floor layout. In order for the villa to be perfectly functional as Le Corbusier desired, the garage, a functioning part of the ‘machine for living’ (AD Classics: Villa Savoye / Le Corbusier, www.archdaily.com) that Le Corbusier was trying to create, had to be an integral part of the building. The outdoor space created by the overhanging above level combined with the pilotis creates a passage to allow vehicular access to the garage. The chauffeur’s dwelling is situated appropriately and efficiently functionally close to the vehicles. 
[image: ]The first-floor fits exactly onto the 25-column square grid. This is an image of the first-floor level plan drawing (Le Corbusier – Villa Savoye, inexhibit.com). At first glance, the floor plan layout at the first-floor level seems slightly complicated and perhaps a little convoluted. However, on closer inspection, it becomes apparent that all of the different spaces and rooms respond to each other and work in unison akin to a machine. Also, the mechanics of the daily use of the space have been intricately designed in order to achieve the main aim that the building must be perfectly functioning. 
[image: ]From the ground floor, there are two ways of arriving at the first floor. There is a large ramp that travels from the ground floor through the first floor, and to the top roof terrace allowing access to each level. Similarly, the comparatively much smaller staircase traverses through the building to the top roof terrace also. The first floor contains the main accommodation for Pierre and Emilie Savoye. The functional living space comprises of three bedrooms, one being a master bedroom, and a small multifunctioning space which combine an office and a living room area are adjacent to the master bedroom. This allows for optimum ease of use, convenience and again to reiterate, functionality. Four bathrooms allow for ample comfort, a moderately sized kitchen allows for derestricted, optimized usability. The main living room space looks out, through a large span of glass, onto an unsheltered outdoor terrace. The outdoor terrace sits within the 25-column grid. This means that where the terrace is, there is no roof. This in turn leads to the remainder of the first floor having a roof, where the roof terrace is situated. The terrace space that is on the roof is slightly smaller than the outdoor terrace on the lower level. However, the upper roof terrace provides an excellent sense of space whilst simultaneously managing to create [image: ]privacy too. There are some interesting forms designed into the roof plan. Above, is the plan view of the roof of the villa Savoye(Le Corbusier – Villa Savoye, inexhibit.com), showing the roof terrace. To the right, is an image of the villa where the interesting shape and forms that create space on the roof terrace are visible (Utopia/Dystopia, utopiadystopiawwi.wordpress.com) On the floor plan, some of the 25 columns that form the basis of the villa are still visible. Below, is a photograph of a model of the villa Savoye (Sltwxhtonli, https://www.sltwxhtonline.com). This is a good representation of the shape and the form of the walls and structure that create the space that is the roof terrace. This is also another one of Le Corbusier’s five points of design.
[image: ]Another one of the five points of design evident in this building are ‘ribbon windows’. The only feature on two of the facades are ribbon windows. There are holes in the facade where the first-floor terrace is positioned against the wall; these holes mimic the two aforementioned ribbon windows. All four facades on the building are simple and predominantly, in this building example, the form of the facades follows the function of the space behind windows and walls. The facades follow another one of Le Corbusier’s five points of design where a building must comprise a ‘free façade’. The windows are carefully formatted on the facades in order to achieve maximum daily functionality and to abide by Le Corbusier’s design ethos. This includes being able to see out and letting enough light into the interior enclosed spaces. 
Le Corbusier decided to produce the building using a frame structure created from reinforced concrete. This was pioneering at the time as concrete has been used infrequently up until the Villa Savoye. Concrete was becoming a fashion in the architecture world. The use of a mainly perpendicular geometry was largely intentional. The bold rectangular design scheme was seen as being ‘mechanist’ architecture. The modernist design set the villa apart from the more prominent, highly ornamental, organic, Art Nouveau architectural style that was present in France at the time. The rectangular elemental architecture also ties itself to a framed structure (Utopia/Dystopia, utopiadystopiawwi.wordpress.com). Le Corbusier designed the building to sit on top of the landscape almost as if to show itself off. This building sits in its land like a queen sits on a throne. It does not try to hide itself. 
To conclude, it is clear that the whole design process was influenced enormously by Le Corbusier’s desire to design and build a perfectly functioning domestic abode in order to allow Pierre and Emilie Savoye to enjoy the building. Also, now the building acts as a museum which allows the public to experience and take in the precise, efficient, functional architecture.
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