
Assignment 1 part a.

The task is:
a/ to prepare a thorough outline, clearly showing structure and main argument for a 2,500 word paper ( showing the planned word-count for each section).


The Self Build Home, what is it and the benefits to not only the home owner, but also to the wider community.




Explanation (150 words)

This section will consist of a brief description of what is to be understood by both the terms , self build homes and self build schemes. “The future of Efficient, Affordable and Sustainable Housing”. 

Introduction (400 words)

I will start with explaining that this essay will only be looking at self build homes and self build schemes within the UK primarily, but there will be some comparison with other countries around the world. Discussing how  traditionally house building in the UK has and continues to be a “profit-orientated business”, with a clear final goal of cost “effectiveness and monetary reward.” 
I will go on to mention the reasons people are no longer able to afford to buy homes on the open market. We need to add in the  fact that the Governments are not building enough social housing( formally known as council housing) and how the Right to Buy Scheme( Margaret Thatchers Conservative government) in 1985 , lost nearly 700,000 council dwellings.  Working people found that areas that were once affordable and that they needed to live in for their work, they were now out priced from. 


I will then give a brief overview on the following, which I will then go into further details in each chapter. 

-What are the type of self build options( individual self build to community projects).
-How self build schemes work
-Funding options
-What are the benefits of self build - financial, input at every stage from design to completion , building a community, environmental impact and sustainability. Looking at past schemes in Bristol, Lewisham, Liverpool and Glasgow .
- How London especially struggles with affordable homes 
 

Paragraph one ( 300 words)

What are the type of self build options( individual self build to community projects).

The type of self build home you build will most likely be dependent on your finances. Self build does not mean you actually have to build the house yourself, but can retain a sub contractor. Self build homes offer a greener living space compared to traditional methods of construction
Including;

Self Build on own , from scratch or one of the numerous “ off the peg” designs. The option of the , “factory constructed” , “flat pack”, module homes. Self build “kits”also have the benefit of no architects fees. 
Employ a contractor
Community project
Government/ Local authority schemes and  projects







Paragraph two ( 150 words)

How self build schemes work

Permissions, assistance re acquiring land ,if there are limitations and what they are. Can processes be simplified to encourage more self builders and self build schemes.




Paragraph three ( 250 words)

Funding options

Self build has shown to be a more cost effective long term option than buying a pre existing property.  Self build gives the individual the ability to be able to make budget conscious decisions, along every aspect of the build. There is no stamp duty on the cost of any of the building work, this is only payable on land which initially costed £125,000.

 Funding options, including
self build mortgages, looking at both the “Arrears” and “Advance” products
“Help to build scheme” 
“Self build Wales”
“The Scotland Self-Build Loan Fund”






Paragraph four (500 words)

What are the benefits of self build - financial, input at every stage from design to completion , building a community, environmental impact and sustainability. Looking at past schemes in Bristol, Lewisham, Liverpool and Glasgow . I have found “Housing Ourselves” by Jose Ospina, published by Hilary Shipman, to be very useful and extremely informative re these schemes.

Self builds when completed have shown to have a higher market value. This is not only due to the fact that they are often unique, but these homes also tend to have included in the build, energy efficient features, making them economical to run. Above all you have provided a home for yourself, which has been designed to fit your requirements and wishes. 


   What are the benefits of self build - Financial,
   Input at every stage from design to completion, 
   Building a community, 
   Environmental impact and sustainability.  
   Past schemes ( Bristol , Lewisham, Liverpool and Glasgow ) and the      results they showed. Positive/Negative and data taken for moving forward with future self build schemes.  


Paragraph five ( 300 words)

 How London especially struggles with affordable homes 
 

Affordable home crisis in London and how self build schemes could make an impact. 
I will take a look into Walter Segal’s pioneering work in the 1970’s and 1980’s, which saw homes being self built in South East London, supported by Lewisham Council. This scheme enabled people who never thought or dreamed  that they would be homeowners, not only to own a home, but to have been involved in its creation. 
What self build schemes are available now, if any and what plans need to be put in place for more self build scheme to start. 











Conclusion (400 words)

Whilst the thought of building your own home from the start to finish, will at first perhaps seem “rather daunting, the rewards are plentiful”. With a collective self build scheme you have the chance to choice who will be living around you, with light minded people working together to achieve the same goals. It has been proven that self build schemes can be empowering in so many ways for those involved. Another book that I took information from was the extremely informative, Self-Build Homes by Michaela Benson and Iqbal Hamiduddin, published by UCL Press

Benefits and Drawbacks , what they are.
Do self build schemes work and if so what difference do they make to an individual and the further community. 
Should and why we  need to encourage and promoting more self build schemes in the future. 










