DEFAMATION QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1. Who can and who cannot sue in defamation? Explain the reasons for this.


2. Outline the key changes introduced by the Defamation Act 2013. What are the key differences between absolute privilege, qualified privilege and the new public interest defence?


3. Do the reforms to defences in the Defamation Act 2013 strike a fair balance between freedom of expression and the protection of reputation?
4. Before taking up a new appointment as editor-in-chief of a national newspaper, Graeme was the editor of the Fern Hill Gazette. Hilary, a freelance sports journalist, writes a weekly column for the Fern Hill Gazette and also for a rival newspaper, the Globe Observer. Hilary has never forgiven Graeme for his refusal to make her a member of the permanent staff on the Fern Hill Gazette. Two months ago Rhodri provided Hilary with information to suggest that Graeme had been implicated in a ‘cash for lobbying scandal’ involving Sir Arthur, a Member of Parliament. In her latest column in the Globe Observer Hilary refers to Graeme’s new appointment and states that: ‘his career has advanced considerably since his cash for lobbying deal with Sir Arthur’. The allegation is untrue and Graeme has started legal proceedings against the Globe Observer.
Explain any defences that may be available to the Hilary and the Globe Observer in respect of Graeme’s claim in defamation.

