Handout 5			
What makes a good DBA research topic?
The distinguishing characteristic of doctoral-level research is that it must make an original contribution to the field. However, students may struggle to identify what will contribute to their field or discipline. Here are three questions to keep in mind when selecting your DBA research topic.
1. Justified: Is there evidence that this problem is significant to the professional field? There must be relevant statistics (expressing an unjust inequality, financial impact, lost efficiency, etc.), documentable discrepancies (e.g., two models that are difficult to reconcile), and/or other scholarly facts that point to the significance and urgency of the problem. The problem must be an authentic “puzzle” that needs solving, not merely a topic that the researcher finds interesting. 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

1. Grounded in the literature: Can the problem be framed in a way that will enable the researcher to either build upon or counter the previously published findings on the topic? For most fields, this involves articulating the problem within the context of a theoretical or conceptual framework. Although there are multiple ways to ground a study in the scientific literature, the essential requirement is that the problem is framed in such a way that the new findings will have implications for the previous findings. 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

2. Original: Does the problem reflect a meaningful gap in the research literature (PhD) or gap in practice (DBA) or both?
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Research Proposal Worksheet

Brief Description of Research Topic. Don’t go into too much detail, but try to write a description that’s more than three words long.




Identify the discipline and concepts involved. List the concepts either in descending order of importance or in terms of the logical relations among them. Restricted the study to a context or sector.






Possible argument or research question.  Even though you probably don’t have a stance on your topic now, play around with what argument you think you are likely to construct about it or with identifying what your primary research question is for this topic.




What you already know about the topic – your level of expertise.  Spend a moment here jotting down what knowledge you have at this point.






What you need to find out about your topic. Start listing what information you need to fill out your understanding of your topic.







Possible sources and research strategies.  Compile a list of references.
