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Q. Discuss the role of the royal women during the Amarna Age. To what extent does their position fit into the development of the 18th Dynasty before the Amarna Period? Refer your answer to particular women.
The Amarna period is one of the most influential within Egyptology as it is surrounded with so much controversy and uncertainty. The period of time known as the Amarna age began in the 18th Dynasty with the Pharaoh Akhenaten, who is considered by scholars the ‘heretic king’ of the 18th Dynasty, although evidence suggests that this is significantly untrue. Akhenaten was seen to create significant changes to the religion of Ancient Egypt due to his movement away from the principle God of Thebes, Amun, to a new principle god: the Aten in Amarna. Although this essay will focus on the woman of the Amarna age, it is significant to suggest that without Akhenaten these royal women would not have left such an important mark on history. 
Royal woman in Amarna for many years have generated considerable controversy within the field of Egyptology. The royal women of Amarna are the individuals for which we have the most information than any others throughout Egypt’s history.[footnoteRef:1] Furthermore, although the Amarna period is still not fully understood, one thing is certain: royal women of the Amarna period play the most significant roles in the building and maintaining of the empire of Egypt than they do in any other time throughout Egyptian history. Throughout this essay I will look at a number of royal women of the Amarna period and how the role of the God’s wife of Amun, one of the most important roles for royal women in the 18th Dynasty, was carried out throughout the Amarna period and how this role developed.  [1:  D, Arnold. (1996) 7 ] 

The ‘Gods Wife of Amun’ was one of the most prestigious positions royal women could hold in the 18th Dynasty. It began with Ahmose Nefertari, the first Queen of the 18th Dynasty, and continued until 26th Dynasty.[footnoteRef:2] The office primarily was held by the king’s wife or king’s daughter, and was used to represent the divine connection the king had to his principle god Amun.[footnoteRef:3] Another significant connection of this position was the reference to the myth of divine birth, the myth suggests the God Amun impregnated the Pharaoh’s mother in order for the new Pharaoh of Egypt to be born.[footnoteRef:4] This was seen as an aspect of not only dedication but also the divine intention that the pharaoh was the rightful ruler of Egypt. This role was also considered to be both the female counterpart of the Pharaoh and of the High Priest of Amun as these royal women would accompany the High Priest in many of the main religious ceremonies. [footnoteRef:5] [2:  S, Onstine. (2016) 223 ]  [3:  T, Wilkinson. (2005) 93]  [4:  T, Wilkinson. (2005) 93]  [5: S, Onstine. (2016) 224 ] 

Before the development of the Amarna age The God’s Wife of Amun was a position given to only the most important royal woman of the 18th Dynasty; the only known examples of the Gods wife of Amun before the Amarna age are Ahmose Nefertari, Hatshepsut and her daughter Neferure.[footnoteRef:6] These women are considered to be some of the most powerful throughout ancient Egyptian history. Ahmose Nefertari was the wife of Ahmose, the first Pharaoh of the 18th Dynasty, and the first woman to receive this title[footnoteRef:7]. During her religious duties of the Gods Wife of Amun, it allowed Ahmose Nefertari to gain considerable control over elements of the administration of the temple, therefore increasing her economic power.[footnoteRef:8]  Another noteworthy possessor of the title of God’s wife of Amun was Hatshepsut. Hatshepsut is considered one of the most powerful women in the whole of ancient Egyptian history as after ruling as co-regent for her son Thutmose II she took over the male office of kingship and became Pharaoh in her own right.[footnoteRef:9] Once Hatshepsut became Pharaoh, to be accepted as the rightful ruler of Egypt she needed a female counterpart, and by marrying her daughter Neferure and giving her the title God’s Wife of Amun, Hatshepsut partly legitimised her rule.  [6: M, F, Ayad.(2009) 4 ]  [7:  T, Wilkinson. (2005) 15]  [8:  T, Wilkinson. (2005) 15]  [9:  The Metropolitan Museum of Art Website. (n.d) ] 

[image: ]Although the God’s Wife of Amun was one of the most prestigious roles for royal women within the 18th Dynasty, with the turn of the Amarna period, the role of royal woman changed and progressed, much like many aspects of the Amarna period. The role of the God’s Wife of Amun was given a new name, the Great Royal Wife, which in the Amarna period had a greater importance than the God’s Wife of Amun as it was believed to be equal to the pharaoh. As in many aspects throughout the Amarna period it can be suggested that the Great Royal Wife could perform rituals alone without the king being present.Figure 1- Nefertiti smiting the enemy. Available at URL: http://gorffennol.swansea.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/8-masculine-iconography.pdf


 Furthermore, during the Amarna period many royal women are given the role of Great royal wife, however the most notable is Queen Nefertiti. Nefertiti was the first wife of Akhenaten and had significant power unlike many queens before her. In many depictions of the royal couple we can see Nefertiti making offerings to the god Aten which is highly unusual for many queens of the 18th dynasty as it is usual for queens to assist in the ritual rather than activity take part. [footnoteRef:10]Another important role held by the Great Royal Wife in Amarna was not only a religious function but one of a political nature as well: we have some examples of Nefertiti carrying out duties that were traditionally equated only with the pharaoh such as smiting of the enemy which we can see in figure 1. This scene suggests that Nefertiti, although a Queen or a Great Royal Wife in her own right, had the privileges and respect that equalled her husband the pharaoh. This scenario is unique to the Amarna period: no other period of Egyptian history shows such power given to royal women. It can be argued within the Amarna period that it was the royal women that controlled the political running of the country as it seems Akhenaten was only concerned with the religious situation, and this fact in itself is significantly unusual in Egyptian history as for the first time royal women ruling as queens have equal, and sometimes maybe more power than the pharaoh.  [10:  D, Arnold. (2016) 85 ] 

[image: ][image: C:\Users\User\OneDrive\Pictures\Screenshots\2019-06-09 (2).png]The roles given to royal women throughout the entirety of the 18th Dynasty including the Amarna period is very significant and powerful as in many ways they show a step forward for the gain of power and the maintaining of Egypt’s greatness. Queen Tiye, the wife of Amenhotep III, was the last royal women in a position of power before the beginning of the Amarna period. Although Queen Tiye was the mother of Akhenaten and seems to have had some input into the creation and maintaining of Akhet-Aten, the majority of her power began beforehand during the rule of her husband. It could also be argued that Amenhotep III was important due to the influence Tiye possessed with the Egyptian people both politically and religiously.[footnoteRef:11]  She held a very unique position within the 18th Dynasty: although she is not referenced in any evidence to have been given the specific title of God’s Wife of Amun, she was however given the name the Great Royal Wife in her lifetime. Although she did not have the former title she is depicted in many ways to have completed similar if not greater roles than the queens that came before her. She ruled alongside her husband in the capital at the time in Thebes, with the majority of evidence depicting Tiye as a queen with connections to Amun as seen in figure 2. Another interesting aspect of Queen Tiye is the temples that were built by Amenhotep III.[footnoteRef:12] in Nubia a small temple was built onto the Soleb complex at Sedeniga and was dedicated to Queen Tiye.[footnoteRef:13] In many of the reliefs in this temple, Tiye is depicted as a sphinx (Figure 3). This is highly unusual as in ancient Egypt the sphinx was seen as one of the key representations of kingship, suggesting not only was she a queen in her own right, in many ways she was equal to her husband the pharaoh in the duties she performed. Furthermore, this depiction being placed in her temple in Nubia rather than Egypt is significantly unusual and implies that although there is a movement away from traditional roles of royal women it could have been met with controversy from the people of Ancient Egypt.  [11:  L, Green. (1996) 7 ]  [12:  K, Zinn. (2016) 256]  [13:  K, Zinn. (2016) 256 ] 
Figure 3- Tiye depicted twice as sphinx at Sedeniga. Available at URL: http://gorffennol.swansea.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/8-masculine-iconography.pdf

Figure 2- Bust of Tiye, Agyptisches Museum, Berlin. Available at URL: https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiye

The only royal woman of Amarna that held both these significant titles was the wife of Tutankhamen, Ankhesenamun, originally named Ankhespenaaten.[footnoteRef:14] Ankhespenaaten was the third daughter of Akhenaten and Nefertiti, born  in the 7th or 8th regnal year; she received the title of the Great Royal Wife when she possibly married her father. Moreover, it is possible she took on the religious and political duties of royal women at Amarna after both her elder sisters Meritaten and Mekatenan had done so before her. Until 2012, it was argued that the role each of Akhenaten’s  daughters took within the maintaining  of Amarna was due to the death of their mother Nefertiti. However, the inscription found in Dayr Abu Hinnis quarry suggesting that Nefertiti was alive in regnal year 16  suggests that the daughters may have taken up these roles along with the guidance of her mother Nefertiti or to allow Nefertiti to rest after an illness or injury in the 14-16th regal year.[footnoteRef:15]Although there is very little evidence to prove the marriage of Akhenaten to three of his daughters. However it can suggest that unlike any other time within Egyptian religion that within religious ritual there always needed to be a female aspect, again reinstating the significance royal women played in Amarna.  [14:  B, Kemp. (2012) 14 ]  [15:  K, Zinn. (2016) 260] 

Another significant royal woman within the Amarna age was the first daughter of Akhenaten and Nefertiti, Meritaten. Meritaten was one of the most significant of the six daughters of Akhenaten, she was born possibly before her father came to the throne.[footnoteRef:16] In her younger years Meritaten appears most often with her family in reliefs from all over Amarna. However, when she became older it is possible she took on greater religious roles as she is often depicted alongside her parents praising the Aten. [footnoteRef:17] Another significant role Meritaten possessed within the Amarna period was the Great Royal Wife, which insists that at some point within his reign Akhenaten must have married his daughter. However it could be suggested that this marriage was purely for religious reasons, not unlike his marriage to other daughters in the family. Although it can not be proven whether Meritaten and her sisters married their father we can state that Meritaten married Akhenaten’s successor Smenkhare, and was again given the title of Great Royal wife and the most influential royal position and is seen in reliefs preforming rituals alongside and equal to her husband.  [16:  L, Green. (1996) 10]  [17:  L, Green. (1996) 11 ] 

The role of royal women in both the early 18th Dynasty and the Amarna period is important for many reasons: it is evident within material culture that these women were the most powerful of their time, possibly even more than the pharaoh. Although the role of royal women in Amarna may have gained greater influence over both the politics and religious actions of Egypt, without the actions of the queens that came before them it would not have been possible. 
In conclusion, many scholars believe that the Amarna period is completely individualistic within the history of ancient Egypt. However, when looking at the role of royal women and the impact they created on both religion and politics within Egypt;  it is clear to state that their roles only developed and became more significant in the maintaining of the greatness of Egypt from their predecessors.  
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