Presentation Feedback for HPRS6040 Eilian Jones

This was an innovative choice of topic and one in which you are clearly interested.  You answered the audience’s questions well at the end.

[bookmark: _GoBack]You make numerous good observations although some rethinking of the structure of your early material was needed.  You mention that literature has been part of popular culture since the ‘industrial’ and ‘early modern’ period, which you gave as 1500 – 1800.  I am not convinced that this was true until well into the twentieth century, with literature largely kept to the wealthier classes before then, so more ‘high culture’ than ‘popular culture’.  Although it is true that the development of the printing press meant that the written word become more accessible, it was not accessibility for general society.  Also the indistrial revolution is normally seen as end of the eighteenth century into the nineteenth century. Storey’s definitions of popular culture was useful but could have been dealt with more briefly or made more relevant to your topic.
    
You give a good synopsis of Atwood’s book and draw out some important themes relating to the use of religion.  You also do well in your discussion of the book’s connection with popular culture, although you could have developed this.   You could also have included some information on dystopian literature more widely, maybe in place of such a detailed discussion of Storey’s work on popular culture.  You did this in answering one of the quesitons at the end so clearly have knowledge of it.  

Your conclusion was rather brief and the slide didn’t reflect what you actually said.  There were also some issues with spelling on the slides.  
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