Activity 2

Reflecting on what I have learnt so far I believe that I have good progress in my professional development. My first three months of university have been challenging but have giving me a good foundation to continue my development going into the rest of the semester.

During lectures I have gained information from multiple sources. I have learned the basics of site investigation, rock formations, different types of soil and different types of foundations. I thought the site investigation assignment and learning material was great for my development. Site Investigation involves many forms of research and learning the basics of what is needed to begin planning for a building project. Involving so many aspects of construction meant that I needed to consult with different professions from land surveyors, civil engineers and architects. This gave me an insight into what I found particularly more interesting than other aspects and made me seriously think about what specialism route I might want to take in the future. On reflection, I would have read the brief with greater care as I believe I strayed from the original purpose of the site investigation asked in the brief. Doing this meant I sometimes overthought information I found and then made it difficult to condense the information into a clear and concise report. Spending too much time researching information instead of researching, applying it, then continuing to research, is a weakness of mine. I will look to improve this moving forward.

At university I completed an assignment in contract and construction law. This taught me the elements that needed to be present in a contract to make it valid. I visited the library on multiple occasions to research reading material relating to contract and construction law. Doing this I believe I gained a good understanding of the law of tort, the elements of contract law and why certain legislation was passed. I did this with the aid of case studies. A strength of mine is retaining information quite easily and just by researching contract law I found that I digested and retained a lot of the information I read. On reflection I would have spent more time on the presentation of the assignment. This is an improvement I want to make during the semester and is a goal leading into the second assignment.

I have been learning engineering mathematics during my first three months at university. Looking back at my learning in mathematics I am surprised by how easily I have retained the information, learning the formulas for trigonometry. My goal for the rest of the semester is to improve my knowledge of how to apply the mathematics to structures.

The past year I have gained knowledge from my work colleagues, working at an architectural and engineering firm. I have a work mentor that has guided me from producing a basic general arrangement drawing of a building to producing a multiple drawing package for tender for multiple projects which have now begun the construction phase. During this time I have read about different legislation and building regulations. I have become familiar with the different agencies, such as the environmental agency, that I need to consult when working on a project. I found my strengths are problem solving, being able to be innovative with the limited knowledge I have. A weakness of mine is the speed of the work I produce. The reason for this is because I want to take my time to fully understand what I am doing, for example, why I am specifying a certain material. I believe that I will produce the work faster with the more experience and knowledge I gain.

Attending site meetings and performing site surveys have taught me how to direct questions to clients, making sure I am straight to the point being as informative as I can as to why I am asking the questions. Along with the meetings and surveys I am now producing schedules of work and bills of quantities. This is a new responsibility which I gained in the latter half of 2019. I am learning how to accurately estimate material costs and creating relationships with suppliers by specifying them for projects. This has given me an insight to the commercial aspect of construction projects and have given me a lot to think about in terms of what specialism route I may want to take in the future. On reflection, I need to make sure I consult with everyone involved in the project as there were times where I could have gained information I needed from a consultant in one consultation but didn't research what to ask in depth enough. This led to time being wasted going back and forth for individual questions and having to wait for the answers.

Reflecting on the last year of development I have found my main strengths to be retaining information and learning from my mistakes. I now realise every young professional makes mistakes but must learn from them. My weaknesses are overanalysing information and overthinking unimportant details causing me to lose time. This year I want to keep improving both my strengths and weaknesses. My learning has involved taking a bigger role in the design of a project and being left to work out any issues individually to encourage me to believe in my knowledge and to gain confidence in dealing with consultants and clients. This year I want to take an even bigger role in projects and have agreed with my employer to oversee a project through from conception to completion, using my tutor as a check against my work. Even though I am inexperienced in this particular role I believe my experience and development from working on site over the years will help me to complete this goal. My main goal over the next two years will be to complete my HNC in Civil Engineering and use the content learned from the course and apply it my professional work. This will hopefully assist in achieving my professional goals.

