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The focus in this unit is on Isaiah chapters 1-39, traditionally know as First Isaiah. For the purposes of this module, chapters 1 and 6 are very significant. However, before that, it is good to look at chapters 1-39 as a unit.
John Barton’s ‘The Prophet and the Book’ looks at the link between the prophet Isaiah and the book of Isaiah and shows how we must make a clear distinction between the two. 
 If you have the Oxford Bible Commentary, R. Coggins also deals with the theological and literary issues contained in these 39 chapters. 
A number of other articles are worth reading too since they help you ‘dip in and out’ of various selected texts, while focusing at the same time on the general context of Isaiah 1-39.
William Beuken offers a critique of the issues raised in Isaiah chapter 12 in his ‘A Meditation on Isaiah 12’. 
H. Thomas looks at Isaiah 5.8 in ‘Land Development and Creation Care’; J. Hibbard explores intertextual links to other passages from Isaiah evident in Isaiah chapter 27 in ‘Intertextual Discourse (Isaiah 27.7)’.
William Beuken and C. Telfer examine the inclusion of the prose passages Isaiah 36-39 in a book that is otherwise predominantly poetic.  See Beuken, ‘The King Diseased and Healed’ and Telfer, ‘Sennacherib’s Invasion’. 

