

Governance of the Environment
An initial examination of Non Governmental Organisations.  The case of pressure groups








Introduction
If Marx was right in saying that philosophers have only interpreted the world, the point is to change it that in turn needs political deliberation.  NGOs are  (perhaps) comparable to philosophers in this respect.  Some would argue that “for conservation to be successful, NGOs must be apparent” (Jackson, 2017: 68). 

Within the field of conservation studies of NGOs and in particular pressure groups have a significant role to play in the governance of the plethora of concerns that are within this varied subject area.  However, these NGOs vary by theme, size and mechanisms they employ to achieve their aims.  This practical aims to highlight these differences and help to examine the ‘success’ of NGOs using various pressure groups within the field of conservation.
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Practical
1. Assess a pressure group www site in respect of the Jackson point (Pairs).  
2. Choose one of the following sites or one of your own choices and construct a table with 2 columns that indicate the extent to which the site does and does not support the Jackson quote.  
3. Prepare a typed A4 summary table and distribute to rest of class.
4. From the summary sheets, construct an essay plan to answer the following: 

Evaluate the role of pressure groups in achieving conservation aims?

	· Friends of the Earth
· Greenpeace
· World Wide Fund for Nature
· BTCV
· RSPB
· Sierra Club 
· Green Alliance
	· Council for the Protection of Rural England
· Campaign for Political Ecology
· Earth Charter USA    
· National Trust
· Wildlife Trusts
· South African Climate Action Network
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