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Description automatically generated]
Using the Gibbs Reflective Cycle Using the Gibbs reflective cycle, write a reflection of your learning journey on the LCLM 4001- Academic Skills Module. Your writing should focus on at least ONE or TWO experiences you had while studying the module. Examples of in-class experiences you can reflect on are: 
· Task 1 and Task 2
· Class activities and discussions (e.g., topics covered in class such as referencing and paraphrasing)
· Feedback received
· Skills you have developed
(The boxes will expand as you type)
	Description
(What happened? Describe the experience or experiences in class that you want to reflect on)
	During my academic skills module one experience that occurred while I was studying was referencing, especially the Harvard style referencing. During the class workshop we was shown how to do citations and how to add a reference list at the end of each work. We completed tasks and challenges where we had to practice citations for books, articles and websites while identifying any errors. 



	Feelings
(What were you thinking and feeling at the time? How did you feel before / during / and after the experience? 
Did you feel overwhelmed / confident / nervous? Were you alone in feeling this way or did other students share your feelings?)

	At the start of the experience, I was feeling confused and overwhelmed because this is my first time referencing and doing work to a university standard which seemed difficult. In addition to this it gave me a lack of confidence in my ability to reference because I didn’t know where to start. However, as I progressed through the workshop practising more on my referencing skills and getting feedback on my work helped build my confidence back because research shown by (Dawson,2014, p.144) states that any feedback received from your tutor should be listened to carefully and acted upon their whether it be positive or constructive feedback. By the time my experience had finished I believed in myself, my confidence was back and I told myself not to knock my ability again. I don’t think I was the only one who was experiencing this at the time, but because of my lack of communication to express myself with students in my class no one knew how I was feeling or I knew how anyone else was feeling.

	Evaluation
(What was good and bad about the experience?) 
	The positive part of this experience is that I now understand how to write in an academic way and understand the importance of writing and referencing sources because research from (Day,2013, p.218) shows writing helps you to gather all your sources of information, writing helps you to remember things and it helps you to think and communicate more. The challenge I had during my experience was refencing in the correct format as I kept getting confused with the order and punctuation of the references because of the different reference styles for the different sources of information where I would make mistakes trying to perfect my skills.

	Analysis
(What sense can you make out of the situation?) Why was the situation positive or negative? 
When things went well, what role did you play? When things went badly, can you explain why? Do you know how if other students felt the same as you? Why or why not? 
	This was a positive experience for me because it helped me realise the importance of academic writing and develop my referencing skills. It went well because I had a positive mindset and it was something I was willing to learn and have as a skill, to do this I kept practising, revisiting my work and information from previous class sessions and reviewing feedback from my tutor because according to (Dawson, 2014, p.145) building a positive relationship with your tutor helps students to work through their problems. Things didn’t go well when I tried to reference without the guidelines which led me to make mistakes and knock back my confidence. After a group discussion I released that many students experienced confusion and frustration just like me because it was something that they we were not familiar with or have never done before but as we attended more workshops we gradually improved with the sources of information provided and help from our lecturer.  

	Conclusion
(What else could you have done? Or what could you have improved? What could you do differently next time)
	There are several things I could have done to improve my experience with referencing such as planning ahead to give myself more time for the tasks, revising earlier instead of later and using additional sources of information not just the materials provided in class. Next time I approach refencing I would organise myself more, so all my information is correct for the different type of refencing sources and practise a lot more at the start of tasks rather than part way through to build my confidence and improve my academic writing skills. Also engage more with students and my tutor to help me understand more and get a better understand of what to do.   

	Action Plan
(Create a plan to support you in learning/ developing the skills you need to improve the situation next time)
	To improve my experience for next time I will create a clear structured organised plan starting my assignment earlier allowing me enough time to understand and gather all the information I need. I will practice referencing more consistently using the university resources following the correct Harvard references using any additional sources I can find to improve my confidence and academic writing skills. Also finally giving myself enough time to complete my work and to go through it at the end making sure everything is correct and is of university standard.
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