Option A
How might reflecting on ethical issues influence the shaping of a research design?
1.0  Ethics
1.1. Ethics in research
Ethics are codes of conduct guiding what is right and wrong (Farrimond, 2013). Research ethics mainly shape the research design and guide the researchers on how they should conduct the research morally.  In 2021, as the university of Stirling Scotland highlighted, research ethics includes the fundamental ethical principles that are needed to design and implement research, responsibilities towards society and others, guidelines for use of resources and research outputs and rules and regulations for misconduct of research. 
1.2. The importance of ethics in research
	Any research is needed to follow the ethics, especially if it involves humans and if it is likely to impact. It is a standard practice and legal requirement in academic research. When research is conducted with vulnerable such as children, young people, disabled people or special need people tailored ethical norms need to be applied according to the characteristics of the situation and high ethical standards need to be followed (Reshik, 2020). Then the researchers and participants both will be secured by ethics.
2.0. The research study
	Through this assessment, I discuss the example of qualitative research “how does social media affects children’s education?” Further explaining the research design, the steps to conduct the research, ethical issues influence, and how ethical issues shape the research design and findings. Especially when conducting research with children based on social media effects, first explore the interface between research ethics and research methodology (Dilci & Eranıl, 2018).  It is essential to ensure that research is ethical and protects the children’s rights. 
As ‘Most Used Social Media’ 2021 highlighted, social media is either website or web application which enables people to interact to create profiles or share content. For example, Facebook, LinkedIn, YouTube, WhatsApp, Facebook Messenger, Instagram, Twitter, Skype, WeChat, TikTok, QQ and Imo. These are internet-based technologies which provide virtual platforms people can access through a computer, laptop, tablet or any other smart phone to share contents, photos and videos. There are more than 4.5 billion social media users around the world (Weller, 2016). The most important task is the ability to connect anyone on earth with many people at the same time.  It has many advantages and disadvantages for the society. Through this research, we can observe the extent to which it impacts on child’s education as well as changes the minds of children positively and negatively. 
2.1. Qualitative framework of the research
There are important steps need to be considered in this qualitative framework of the research when conduct with the children. Such as Assumptions, Methods, Questions, Contexts, Participants, Data collection, Data analysis and Findings (Hatch,1995). Nature of the child has to be assumed before design the research. According to the target group of children, age, their behavior, knowledge, perception with the community needs to be considered. 
Research design – Since this is a qualitative approach, it gives an in-depth understanding of reasons and motivations as well as provides insight into the occurrence of the social media effects.  At the same time generate views and theory for research. So, it’s very important to focus on research design.
Data collection –In this is qualitative research, we can use methodologically flexible techniques to collect the data, such as distributing questionnaires to be answered by the children either paper-based or online, individual interviews or group discussions with children and observing the behavior of children (Auerbach, 2007). Through these unobtrusive data can see the insider knowledge, true views and ideas of the children. When collecting data researcher can use innovative techniques such as verbal recordings, field notes and similar methods which can be utilized differently (Hatch,1995).
Participants- The focus groups can be very effective at eliciting information from children, so the researcher will select small sample groups like 10 to 12 children from each age level and discuss their ideas on social media, its uses, the way children utilize and why they interest it. And personally interview 10 children from each age level in-between ages 8 to 15 years with the consent of the parents. Further distribute questionnaires among another 10 children from each age level to answer the questions as it is a more reliable and valid method of collecting data from children (Opi,2004). 
Other than that, distribute set of questionnaires among randomly selected 10 parents from each class, to answer separately about their views and ideas of social media’s effects on children’s education. Before involve the children to the research, it is a responsibility of the researcher, take the consent from the parents or guardians. If the project is implemented through the school, it is necessary to get the approval from the education authorities and relevant school teachers. 

Analyze data – When it comes to analyzing the data, as this is inductive approach, the researcher needs to consider and go through every collected data sheet separately. Then organize and review respected data. Next, develop data coding system and assign codes to every collected idea with the support from other research members, because, it is not possible to use specific measures to analyze quantitative data. Therefore, the researcher must spend more time reviewing each feedback form  (Bhandari, 2022). 
Findings on the research
Findings are the most vital step of the research. The researcher has to narrate the unforeseen outcomes, findings and participant’s perspectives mixing with his knowledge and skills (Hatch,1995). When presenting the findings of the research, the researcher should balance the report ethically without harming any participants and securing their privacy and identity. Though always social media has negative impacts on children, there are some strong arguments for positive impacts as well. 
Through this research, the researcher could find some advantages for children by accessing social media. When children spend more time on social media, they can pick up new technical skills which useful for their IT inventions (Dilci & Eranıl, 2018).    Social media is used by youth to form study groups where they can easily and quickly share their ideas and study materials. Further social networking has changed the way they are learning. It has introduced peer-based learning methods, the children learn through their peers by sharing their ideas, skills and strengths. They are enthusiastic to learn from each other. Social media offers a virtual platform for children to share their interests, art, music, sports, hobbies,  and articles (Mrunal, 2022).
On the other hand, social media may play a negative role in children’s education, so it is very important to know what kind of data is presented, which organizers and for what purpose. Most parents complain that when children spend more time on social media, they miss their education and lose interest to work or read books. As parents say, it can be the strong and prominent impact on children’s education Dilci & Eranıl, 2018). Some parents have criticized these effects: for example, 99% expressed that popular social media could have either short-term or long-term negative impacts on education when the children are uncontrollably exposed to social media (Colman & Gnanayuthan, 2015). When children addict to social media, it is really difficult to give up that habit easily. They like to spend hours each day watching videos, photos and other content posted in the accounts. This research indicates that this addiction negatively impacts children’s education rather than positive.  Offensive, explicit and violent content which are easily accessible on the internet strongly give a bad impact on children’s minds.  As adults, it is a part of their responsibility to control the access to social media by children. They can use different tactics for that to prevent children accessing social media continuously. 
2.2 Ethical principles which adhere to research
	When implementing research with children, it is the responsibility of the researcher to ensure that it is ethical research. If the research is ethical, so are its findings.  There are a few main principles that need to be considered when conducting the research ethically.
 Respect to the participants - As this research is based on the participation of children, it is essential to protect those with diminished autonomy and also acknowledge the autonomy (DHEW, 1979). Since children are vulnerable it is responsible of the researcher exclude them from the risk of harm. As well as that children must be acknowledged of the contents of the questionnaires, purpose of the research, which protection applies to research and outcomes. Then they take a part with their consent in free mind. When conducting the project with vulnerable it is essential to get the consent of the parents before getting involve the children. Therefore, the acknowledgement should extend up to the parents providing sufficient information (Brooks, Te Riele, Maguire,2014)
Beneficence and non-maleficence – The researcher should maximize the benefit from the project as same as need to conduct the project to minimize the risk of harm to the children and parents.  Therefore, it is the responsibility of the researcher to make strong precautions before implementing research. The researcher can clearly explain the situation, if participants express harmful or risky data through the questioners or interviews. They can explain the safe guidance methods which researcher is using to protect the participants identity. It assures to collect more reliable data from the participants (Hammersley & Traianou, 2012).
Justice has to be considered especially when selecting the participants. When selecting them for interviews and group discussions, equal opportunities should be given to all children without considering their race, religion, gender or education label Hammersley & Traianou, 2012).
Confidentiality and data protection – When designing the research, the researcher has to decide which type of personal data needs to be collected from the children, such as race, religion, age and gender. It is the responsibility of the researcher to protect those data if collected, through the research without exposing them to others. Even when reporting the findings, the researcher must take care to protect the identity of the participants. 
Transparency – Researchers should be transparent about the output of the research especially findings to the sponsors, participants and other stakeholders such as teachers and parents (BERA ,2018).
3.0 Reflect ethical issues influence on shaping of research
When involving the children in a research, the researcher has to consider many issues arising and maintaining ethical principles from the planning of the research design till the end of presenting the report. On the other hand, within this research process, he has to move with different ethical issues to maintain the project's ethical standards.
Especially when involving the children in research, while upholding one moral principle, another may be violated, such as if children are involved in the research, they must have parents' consent since they are vulnerable. Sometimes the will of the parents may not be the will of the children. Since they don’t have the sole right to make the decision about their participation, it limits the personal autonomy of the vulnerable and breaches the one principal (Hammersley & Traianou,2012).
When selecting the children for interviews, group discussions or for written questionnaires, some teachers will not provide enough support to the researcher though the parents have given their consent. Classroom teachers and section coordinators will consider it as another burden when allowing researchers to conduct the project in the school during their school time. Then researcher has to change the design of the project such as the venue of conducting and which age groups will be participating according to the situation (McGraw, Harcourt,2012).
The young children with severe learning difficulties demand to be included in the research along with their classmates, even though the parents have refused to get involved them to project. Then the researcher has to reconceptualize the research as fit to the situation and maximize the benefit. 
If the special event takes place on the scheduled research conducting days in the school or institute, the researcher has to reschedule the plans and times. It may be affected the whole plan when delaying the data collecting process (McGraw, Harcourt,2012).
Assure the safeguarding of the children while conducting the research either during the personal interview or group discussions. It’s riskier when interviewing them in a separate location even in the school, so the researcher must be responsible to inform immediately to the lead teacher if something happens within the process (BERA,2018).
It is also difficult in maintenance of confidentiality of data while conducting research with children. It may be impossible to prevent other children and parents or guardians becoming aware some details about the research and secure them from community because when the children discuss it with them, so researcher has to design the project with precautions accordingly (BERA,2018)
4.0  Reflect the issues on researchers’ role
When interviewing the children, if child discloses the information that makes harmful or risky to institute or social media company, it might be caused to happen a violence. Sometimes it may be caused to lose the job of some institution staff or damage to the reputation of business. Therefore, especially when conduct the qualitative studies, as there is no statistical analysis, it is a responsibility of researcher to balance benefit and harm through the final report. It is necessary to have stringent supervision, close evaluation and balance interpretation with using researcher’s skills and knowledge as minimize the risk (Sanjari, Bahramnezhad, Fomani, Shoghi, and Cheraghi, 2014). And also, when involving the children in the research, the researcher should not criticize their peers defamatory or unprofessional manner, in any circumstance. 
When negotiating the research with sponsors, the researcher should provide all complete details of his competencies, qualifications and eligibility to conduct the research (DeWalt and DeWalt, 2010). Further he has to well prepare the research design, implementing method, data collecting process, analysis and interpretation in relation to the interests of their sponsors before presenting it to them. Further researcher’s role needs to be transparent as same as the project. The researchers do have moral obligation to make the results accessible to the sponsors or the participants of the research (Farrimond,2013).
The researcher must have enough capability to interact with different participants in different age groups and mental kevels. It is necessary to improve interpersonal skills consequently, will help to pull together variety of information gathered through interviews simultaneously (Erlandson, Harris, Skipper and Allen, 1993) 

5.0  Issues related to quality and situational to the research
While conducting the research with the support of coresearchers and research team, the researcher should not present the final as individual basis without agreement of team members. It is essential to think, to whom should give the credit of the findings and final report, if it is a collective evaluation and analysis of qualitative data.
On the one hand, when researcher seek to protect the children considering them as vulnerable and not mentioning their identity, it may be caused not giving them sufficient credit. On the other hand, if researcher thinks to give the credit for their information, researcher has to think carefully whether children are capable enough to take the risk and competent to make decision and provide valid data. (Morrow, 2004).
A child involves in the project until the end, if request to withdraw their consent either due to parent’s or teacher’s compulsion, then the researcher is unable to include that data though it is important information. Otherwise researcher has to convince the parents or teachers to allow child to participate the project. If they do not let the child to continue, then researcher has to give up the information, no matter how relevant it is (Smith, Dockett and Bottrell, 2015).
The Belmont report stated that it is unethical, if select the participants due to easy availability or manipulability rather than considering the relevance to the research study. Then the output will not be symmetrical and impartial (DHEW, 1979, part B.3). Especially in children base research, equally and randomly should select the children from the quality of education is called as high and quality of education is called as low. Then the quality of the report also unbiased due to different competencies of the children come from different sites. 
Since children are vulnerable, when conducting the researches with the children, they might give less attention on the data collection process. Sometimes the children who are participating the research are the conduit for the voice of other children. They convey the ideas and experiences of other children through their interviews and questioner forms.  As well as due to lack of experience about the research, sometimes accuracy of the data might be less. But at the end of the study, all these issues will negatively or positively affect to the quality of the final report of the research (Jones & Taylor, 2015). Therefore, the questions should be straightforward and a trial needs to be held, before conducting the research process. 
6.0. Conclusion
Overall, the social and educational researches conduct involving children, are not that much different from the day-to-day activities.  Since it deals with the human scope of qualitative data, the ethical issues that arise are not as serious as in other research (Hammersley & Traianou, 2012). But in some occasions, there will be ethical issues which are much more important and seriously affect the quality of research, then which needs to be carefully considered (Homan, 1991).
The children involved in qualitative research could evaluate using questionnaires or interviews. The researcher should be concerned about what type of questioning and presentation materials are appropriate when the children are involved in the research. Although there are many ways of assessing children creatively using different techniques, it is very important to think research questions are still relevant to the research study. Collecting irrelevant data must be made unethical issues and cause inconvenience to the participants.
Through this research study, the researcher who works with the children learn many more experiences and skills by reflecting upon different new situations than the initial training. It is a great opportunity for the researcher to encounter different knowledge and diverse training reflecting through the issues and research study (Greig, Taylorand and MacKay, 2007).
The researcher should be well prepared for the ethical issues and unexpected challenges which might be experienced during the process of undertaking the research.  However, it is important regardless of the differences in undertaking the project, all researchers when working with children should strictly adhere to the code of ethics and principles discussed above, whether they agree or not. Then they can implement the research process from start to end with a soothing mind (Greig, Taylor and MacKay, 2007).
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