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Architecture Terms as Greetings: Differentiation of Names for
Interior Parts

Chou, Pi—-Hsiang
(Associate Professor, Department of Language & Literature Education, National

Taichung University)

Abstract

Chinese characters record the Chinese language and carry Chinese culture. Buildings dwell people and
accumulate culture. Both ‘Explaining Palaces’ in The Literary Expositor (Fif « B#57) and “Explaining
Dwellings” in Explaining Names (¥4 - F2'#=) from pre-Qin and Han dynasties are special works about
explaining buildings.

Based on ‘Explaining Palaces’ in The Literary Expositor, and through cross-referencing ‘Explaining
Dwellings’ in Explaining Names, Explaining Graphs and Analyzing Characters (% f#5), and ancient
characters, this paper analyses sememes in a two-way approach using the form and pronunciation of
characters and the origins of the forms and meanings of characters and that simulate the semantic
compounding process of “chamber, palace, home, house, room” within the domain of housing with
the conceptual blending theory and discriminate the conceptual blending of these characters.

By combining sememic analysis with conceptual blending, this paper hopes to discern the process of
meaning—formation in Chinese characters and the characteristics of word-sense analysis in Chinese to explore
a path of study different from that of traditional analysis of characters.

Key words ancient characters; dwelling ; conceptual blending ; cognition; word sense
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