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Introduction
The concept of policies is to provide solutions that meet the needs of people. Government initiatives or interventions are aimed at transforming society by integrating inclusive fields of disciplines that have huge influence on family social structure. Governing bodies place laws and regulations to reflect their society’s values, but these regulations also create impact on behavioural traits. Social policies are the integrating tools in determining equality and liberty.  There are many areas of social policies that contribute to the development of society; health, housing, education, social work, etc all aimed at reducing inequalities in service and support. In this essay we will analyse a historic area of policy that has impacted the lives of many children and families, child labour. The significant of this area is my father, who was an orphan, spent his childhood working in the suburbs of Pakistan. Many interventions have since enhanced children’s lives, for example (1989) United Nations Convention on the Rights of Children (UNCR) ratified by 194 countries all united in combatting child labour.   
The first section of this paper will examine and compare definitions of childhood and child labour. To understand and analyse we will look at historic development of this field. We will elaborate on the holistic impact of child labour. The second section will investigate the relationship of child labour and social construction. The essay will discuss childhood and the symbolic framework, including ethical, cultural, and religious beliefs that relate to labour conventions of children. Child labour is a serious problem with much effort being deployed to eradicate this social evil, the question we must ask is despite our efforts why does it still prevail? This question will be looked at with a more serious lens. The spread of Coronavirus further stipulates the need to explore the effects comprised on the vulnerable group, who are already neglected and face further dysfunction. 

Globalisation of Child Labour
Child labour is a specific term defining the exploitation of children through employment. This deprives children of their rights and opportunities. It is highly harmful to their physical and mental development (UNICEF).There have been many global developments to support the need to help children, probably the earliest intervention was (1924) Declaration of the Rights of Children (League of Nations) to help in relation to hunger and ill health. It is important to clarify that there is much debate on the terms “child” and “labour” in a global context. ILO (International Labour Organisation) Convention 138 has been ratified by only a quarter of its members, yet the term child labour has been accepted universally and is core to the policies in respect to child labour (United State Department of Labour 1993, P.5). Children are the future inspiration and motivation of the present state. The adequate development of their health and safety is utmost of priorities for nations. Child labour is a cancer of society that violates human rights (Article 32, Convention Rights of the Child). This issue is of global concern with international organisations working to eliminate it. 
One of the oldest issues and an ongoing problem in our society is child labour. At that time, because of the industrial revolution, child labour progressed from working in agriculture or small craft workshops to being forced into work in factories in the urban world (James et al., 1998 p13). Since their pay was very low, less likely to strike, and easy to exploit, children were very profitable assets. Among other factors, social inequalities, and the absence of access to education contribute to child labour. In delineating the boundaries of child labour, moral and cultural values can be misplaced and hidden. Child labour inhibits children's physical, intellectual, and emotional development. No international agreement on fully implemented child labour is available to date (Radfar et al., 2018).
Child labour was part of economic life and industrial development in the 1800s. Young children worked in agriculture, factories, mining, and as street vendors. Children were expected to work and participate in the household income, often working in dangerous conditions and long shifts. In the early eighteenth century many children died due to disease and poor working conditions (Trattner, 1970). Children are exploited all over the world through every sector of employment; children work in industries participating in hazardous occupations with little money. Action against these powerful industries in form of boycott from consumers has very little impact, this is because the main culprit are parents (Twum-Danso, 2009). Poverty is considered the main contributing factor of child labour (Srivastava, 2011). In a survey administered in urban Lebanon, children age 10-11 working in the industrial sector were compare with non-working school children. The survey found that the working children had physical and mental health issues and needed care and support (Saddik, 2003).
Looking at child labour from an ethical point of view, it is modern slavery and denies fundamental rights such as autonomy, justice, privacy, and dignity (Koocher, 1990). The consent of children has oftentimes been abused by their families because they fail to see that forced labour is unethical as it brings into question the child’s sovereignty. Child development can be a product of influence, as affecting culture. Being part of an embedded culture thus fostering parental respect and a hierarchy of belief (Trommsdorf, 2006).  Child labour is more prevalent in developing countries affecting 211 million children (Hagemann, 2002). Asia followed by Africa and Latin America has one of the highest child employment rates with up to 61%. Nearly 41% of child labourers in Africa are below 14 years old, followed by Asia with 22% and Latin America 17% (Hagemann, 2002). This is shocking, considering the 1999 African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child is ratified by 45 of 53 African states (Wyeness, 2012, p 232).

International Policies
Cultural values play an important role in promoting the idea of child labour. Most people in developed countries share a general worldview related to work which frowns on the fact that it leads to character building and improves the growth of skills in children unlike cultures in developing nations. Families that share the following view mostly have traditions in which children learn the family work from an early age just like their parents (Archad, 2004). In most cases, girls are forced into child labour in the name of domestic service provider due to cultural beliefs which gives off a misguided idea about the education of a girl not being as critical as the education of boys. Thorne (1993) totally rejects this approach whereby boys have dominant position following different trajectories, segregation of genders. Sociocultural elements contribute to child labour, such as the casting system, sexism, and cultural prejudices toward children. Child labour has not always been exploitation of human rights. During the medieval times children were not differentiated from adults. Aries (1961) clearly states the absence of childhood. The social construction and recognition of childhood began indirectly between the sixteen-eighteenth century. Postman (1982) underpins this intervention on reading skills which created boundaries separating childhood and adulthood.
The rise of education, the economy, and the advent labour laws has declined child labour to a great extent though it is still a prevalent concern in many countries which are developed or developing. Poverty and lack of education are prime factors of this concern (Miller, 2010), with farming on the rise children are yet again forced by their families to work. Morally and ethically, child labour is unethical. In 1989, the Children's Fund of the United Nations (UNICEF) signed the Convention on the Rights of children and became the first international organisation to do so. For the first time in history, children are viewed as human beings with rights rather than the economic assets of their parents. Child labour has been described as labour that damages children's health and deprives them of the rights to education. Children working for their families are not excluded by this law.
The International Program on the Elimination of Child Labour (IPEC) developed the ILO in 1992 to phase out child labour. IPEC, along with other countries, worked towards strengthening and supporting the fight against child labour. Their main goal was to remove slavery, prostitution, and drug trafficking which is viewed as the worst type of child labour. IPEC is affiliated with numerous organisations, multinational and public entities, community-based organizations, religious groups, private businesses, children, and their families. ILO developed the child labour platform in 2012 which was planned to be an enterprise-led initiative whose main purpose was to investigate ways that could identify barriers in the implementation of ILO at the community level. For all parties concerned, this forum is a win-win scenario: Stakeholders, and children and their families as well. The following organisation provides member companies with training, analysis, and specialized resources to allow them to carry out child labour activities. The elimination of child labour is part of the ethical responsibility of businesses in line with their values and this is what society needs from them. Differences in the conceptual understanding of social policies has been a subject of criticism. Wagner believed that policies are to protect the work force, Kessler on the other hand believed it was states intervention in the struggles of social class. Lauber defined social policy as a national order to regulate financial and cultural life. Albrech’s view was more functional in that he identified it as solving social problems to ensure economic prosperity (Gruber, 2007, pp 107-9).
In most countries schooling is in the best interest of the child. However, poor families need that income for survival and claim that child labour is not a choice but a form of survival of eliminating hunger, a choice of life or death (Liebel, 2007). Nevertheless, there is macro-economic evidence to suggest that return and profit of education, outweighs physical capital in all parts of the world (Psacharovpolis, 1997).
Education is directly associated with schooling. The benefits can be determined by focusing on three areas. Firstly, the attainment of qualification is a requirement within the employment industry enhancing career prospects. Secondly, education is a form of self-empowerment, as J.F. Kennedy quoted “The greater our knowledge increases the more our ignorance unfolds” (Bourdillon, 2006). Thirdly it creates a broader structure, developing a strong nation with many benefits to its subjects (Bouvles & Gintis, 1976). Thus, an important and fundamental part of a nation politically and economically is the education model which shapes and enhances ethical and moral understanding (Green, 1998). 
The global capitalist system transcends national borders. Based on supply and demand it thrives on cheap labour. Global businesses, organisations and government all are stakeholders of child labour (Lavalette, 1996). “Global needs” are the fuel of child labour, Guardian (2007) reported ‘Child sweat shop shame threatens Gap’s image. Newly Industrialised Countries (NIGs) under the banner of capitalism, influence cheap labour and are culprits of creating inequalities. For example, India a thriving nation in its carpet industry employs a significant number of children, as well as other parts of the economy. Yet India legislates free and compulsory education and has many interventions of child labour to protect children’s rights (Angnihotram, 2005). Basu (2000) is right to believe that child labour is a phenomenon rather than isolated neglect. However, this theory does not offer clarity. Similarly, Gurcharan Das a commentator who has written a number of books on the Indian economy says “mere laws cannot get rid of child labour” his solution; “The long-term answer is economic development. India has had high growth for 15 years or so and if we have high growth for another decade or two, I think we will organically wipe out child labour” (Majumder, 2016). The relationship between child labour and income is non-linear however, empirical studies assume otherwise (Edmonds, 2008).
Experts believe economic prosperity that is derived from educational institutions is the answer to child labour. A critical distinction between child labour and child work is needed. Despite regulations and strong views child labour still thrives in the western societies. Leonard (2004) surveyed 245 North Irish children aged 15 years, they were asked whether they had the right to paid work. Children’s paid work is strongly regulated in the UK. The result contrasted with expectations; two thirds were involved in employment. Even though they acknowledge the importance of schooling but insisted that they had the right to work as it creates social values, responsibilities, and independency (Article 13, U.N. Convention Rights of Child). In contrast, Bourdillion (2007) argues that this is also a form of exploiting child therefore must be child labour. However, I would disagree because there is a great difference between working a few hours at a supermarket and a child like my father, who had worked sewing footballs in filthy, hazardous conditions in the slums of Pakistan.
COVID-19 has created a global crisis of extraordinary scale. People are going through drastic changes. It is often the case that children are usually the first to suffer and with economy taking a huge blow due to Coronavirus, poor families may be resorting to the income generated from child labour. According to UNICEF, Corona can lead to the first ever crisis of child labour after a period of significant years. People need to know this global pandemic also causes health problems and with the rise in child labour, children can suffer from a massive health pandemic. Working children may now be working in even worse conditions than they used to due to the prevailing disorder of the society (Ellis-Petersen and Chaurasia, 2020). People reflexively resort to child labour because they expect each member to make an income and generally nobody has enough education to focus on a more practical work. In such cases it is important for the government to take serious measures against these problems and it is the government’s responsibility to provide poor people with enough assurance so they do not push their children towards labour. With the apparent rise in poverty due to COVID-19, it is very important for poor families to feel secure.

Conclusion
Child labour is a public health epidemic that needs special consideration with detrimental consequences. Child labour can corrupt young children in two basic ways. The first way involves the poor performance of children in their academics due to all the neglect towards studies. The neglect mainly produces graduates which are incompetent to deal with the hardships of the real world and mostly stay on the lower levels of organisations. The second way involves the indulgence of children in various social ills such as prostitution, criminal acts, and robberies. “The United Nations International Children Educational Fund (UNICEF) has estimated that there are 100 to 200 million child labourers across both industrialized and developing countries” (Ekpenyong & Sibiri, 2011). To tackle child labour problems, a multidisciplinary approach is needed. Some cultural beliefs rationalize this activity and endorse child labour as character building and skill development for children. There are customs that favour child labour as a step in the employment of their parents. Among the major causes of child labour are social inequalities, weak governance, and weak enforcement of international agreements. Through the growth of the informal economy with low wages, macroeconomic factors often facilitate child labour. Child labour ignores children's natural well-being, including psychosocial, physical, intellectual, and emotional growth. A comprehensive way of implementing the education model for children and their families is through the creation of task forces for public education in rural areas, the introduction of policies aimed at raising adult incomes, and the discouragement of customers from buying goods generated by forced child labour, and this should be part of every comprehensive strategy tackling child labour.
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