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Within the Athenian Homicide Law there are five elements which are vital to take into consideration; Dracos Law, the basileus, the three courts and the penalties and pardons of the accused. To create an understating of each individual element, I will be using evidence provided by Antiphon, Demosthesnes and the modern sources from MacDowell and Gagarin.
The sources used come with their own criticisms. MacDowell mentions that the scholars who have tried to act out Athenian Homicide Law, specifically Rushchenbusch, highlighted ‘insecure foundations’ (MacDowell, 1963, p6) from their reconstructions due to details being ‘open to many different explanations’ (MacDowell, 1963, p7). Another issue MacDowell mentions, is the ‘reconstructions used statements in authors of the fourth century and later’ (MacDowell, 1963, p7). This poses an issue as it could be considered a secondary source as it comes from such a time after the Drakon Laws on homicide, but they are most likely to have a larger understanding on the laws and procedures than scholars do today. 
The Homicide Law was the first set of Grecian Laws to be written out and are the ‘oldest of their laws’ (Gagarin, 2003).  It was introduced by Draco ‘their first lawgiver’ (Gagarin, 2003) and were known to be especially harsh by implicating the death penalty for most crimes. 
When a family member is murdered it is the duty of the head of house to provide justice to the victim and to ‘instruct them to avenge the wrong they have received’ (Antiph.1.29). Murder was an impure act, described as ‘the whole state being polluted by him until he is prosecuted’ (Antiph.2a.3.) and to ‘purify the state was a duty of the family of the killed person’ (MacDowell, 1963, p1). 
The basileus was the ‘official in charge of all homicide cases’ (MacDowell, 1963). The role of the basileus was to make a ‘proclamation against the person accused of homicide (MacDowell, 1963, p33) and to ‘hold three prodikasiai in three months’ (Antiph.6.24) and the case would be held in the ‘fourth month’ (Antiph.6.24). 
Apart of Dracos Law was the allocation of three homicide courts; the Areopagus, the Palladium and the Delphinium. The Areopagus dealt with ‘intentional murder’ (Gagarin, 2003), the Palladium with ‘unintentional or accidental murder’ (Gagarin, 2003), and the Delphinium dealt with those who presented a ‘specific justification such as the accidental murder of a solider’ (Gagarin, 2003). You can only be convicted if you went through the correct court. If, for example, you were on trial for intentional murder but, were found guilty with unintentional, you would then have to go through the Palladium to get your penalty (MacDowell, 1963, p47).  
The penalties of homicide are varied due to the nature of the prosecution. The intentional killers were punished with ‘death, perpetual exile, and confiscation of property’ (Dem.21.43.) whilst those convicted of unintentionally homicide were allowed a ‘pardon and very sympathetic treatment’ (Dem.21.24). 
To conclude, the main elements of Athenian homicide law are based on Draco’s law, with its three courts, each of which, have their own rules and jury and relevant punishments. However, our understanding is limited, so we have little way of knowing how the law was carried out as our sources come from later.
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