Hazel Dawn Carter – Assignment 4 – Due 12/11/2018
The Three Servile Wars
Introduction – 
What the Question is: Compare the reasons for the revolts. Look into what they were about and the reasons why they happened.
What is going to be discussed: Causes for the revolts, when they were, what happened, who instigated them, similarities and differences between them. 
What your argument is: All of these slaves who rise up and rebel are intent on getting revenge over their masters and also those in power who oppose them. There is always one man seemingly in charge of these massive armies.

Paragraph 1:
First Servile War: 
135-132BC
Started in Enna by a slave called Eunus who came from Syria.
Diodoros thought lowly of this person[footnoteRef:1]. He points out how he is a fraud and a conjuror of cheap tricks. He goes as far as proclaiming him to be a coward at the point in which he flees into the caves[footnoteRef:2] Because Eunus was just a magician he was not good at strategies and this was probably his downfall. Furthermore, sources such as Diodoros[footnoteRef:3] and Florus[footnoteRef:4] state that he became the very thing he sought to destroy. He ended up having slaves of his own and when he escaped being killed he took his slaves with him. Throughout accounts such as Diodoros and the likes, it makes it seem like Eunus does not actually have that much to do with any of the warmongering. He came from a household where, even though he was a slave, he was treated better than most, being invited to feasts and living as a praised entertainer. He was not fit for the position but given it anyway. It is likely due to Cleon’s influence that he managed to get so far[footnoteRef:5] [1:  Diodoros. 34.2. 1]  [2:  Diodoros. 34.2. 22]  [3:  Diodoros. 34.2. ]  [4:  Florus. Epitome. 2.7. 1-8]  [5:  Diodoros 34.2. 17] 

Second Servile War:
104-101BC
Led by Athenio, a Cicillian who had killed his master and lead this revolt.[footnoteRef:6] Sicily was not yet completely recovered from the first Servile war and as such it seemed quite easy to take command and overthrow several slave holdings[footnoteRef:7]. Florus and Diodoros[footnoteRef:8] paint him as if he was trying to impersonate a king with his purple robes (purple having connotations of sovereignty) and such[footnoteRef:9]. Aquillius is sent by Gaius Marrius to end the revolt[footnoteRef:10]. Diodoros[footnoteRef:11], Cicero[footnoteRef:12] and Florus[footnoteRef:13] do not elaborate much on the victory of Aquillius. 
 [6:  Cicero. Dio. 27. Frag104]  [7:  Florus. Epitome. 2.7. 9-12]  [8:  Diodoros. 36. 1-11]  [9:  Florus. Epitome 2.7. 9-12]  [10:  Diodoros. 36. 1-11]  [11:  Diodoros. 36. 1-11]  [12:  Cassius. Dio. 27. Frag 104]  [13:  Florus. Epitome. 9-12] 

Third Servile War:
73-71BC
Started in Capua by a slave called Spartacus.[footnoteRef:14] He broke out with 78 out of 200 other gladiators from the school which he was at[footnoteRef:15]. From there, they went around Italy, amassing an army and collecting weapons to fight with[footnoteRef:16]. Spartacus was seen by all of his gathered slaves as a kind man who was going to bring them salvation and lead them out of slavery. 
 [14:  Appian. Civil War. 1]  [15:  Plutarch. Crassus. 8]  [16:  Sallust. Historiae. 3] 

Paragraph 2:
Similarities Between Wars:
Having some sort of seer predict the start of the war in the first and third servile war for the main slave[footnoteRef:17], [footnoteRef:18].
 [17:  Plutarch. Crassus 8]  [18:  Diodoros. 34.2] 

Paragraph 3: 
Differences Between Wars:
Spartacus was an incredibly pious leader, he put the thoughts of his people before the thoughts of himself. He was considerate of what would ensure the survival and victory of the populous rather than just what he thought was going to work. On the other hand, Eunus was intent on pandering to his own needs and was not really thinking about other people when he acted. Also, he was corrupt, whether this be by the power he had been bestowed with getting to his head or just because he was not a very morally correct individual to start with is up to interpretation. 
The first and second Servile war took place in Sicily, which was not a part of the Roman Empire at this point in time, it was part of the Byzantine Empire.

Paragraph 4:
Problems with the Sources:
Eunus was obviously not a powerful man in the way that he should have been. Just because some omen or prophecy was given to him does not make him a very good ruler and it seems wrong to have given him all of this power. He was morally corrupt, likely due to power, and had no real power on the battlefield, leeching off of the power of others.
There is a considerable amount of detail missing for certain aspects of the second servile war in Diodoros[footnoteRef:19], Florus[footnoteRef:20] and Cassius’[footnoteRef:21] account which makes it seem as if there was a lack of evidence for the cause of the end of the war. Did this man actually lead the revolt the whole way through until his death? Maybe. This is a similar issue that we are presented with in Spartacus’ case. [19:  Diodoros. 36. 1-11]  [20:  Florus. Epitome. 9-12]  [21:  Cassius. Dio. 27. Frag 104] 

Spartacus is an iffy character all around. There is not really conclusive evidence that the man even existed or lead the army the way he did. There is a lack of contemporary evidence to support these claims of his existence because all sources with his name on them come years after the end of the war. Plutarch[footnoteRef:22], Appian[footnoteRef:23], Sallust[footnoteRef:24], Cicero[footnoteRef:25], Florus[footnoteRef:26], to name some notable ancient sources. Despite Cicero[footnoteRef:27] and Sallust[footnoteRef:28] being alive during the wars, they do not write about Spartacus for a considerable length of time – Sallust takes 40 years to submit his work containing the tale of Spartacus – so it is possible that they were influenced by other takes on the war. Modern accounts of this tale are then all based on these sources which could be incorrect in their accounts, such as the book by Howard Fast[footnoteRef:29], who seems to be influenced by Plutarch, with his account of the woman who he is involved with[footnoteRef:30]. [22:  Plutarch. Crassus 8-12]  [23:  Appian. Civil War. 1]  [24:  Sallust. Historae. 3]  [25:  Cicero. Phil. 3.8]  [26:  Florus. Epitome. 2.7]  [27:  Cicero. Phil. 3.8]  [28:  Sallust. Historae. 3]  [29:  Fast. 1951]  [30:  Plutarch. Crassus. 8.] 

Conclusion:
Summary of Findings:
All three Servile wars were started by individuals who wanted a sense of revenge for being trapped as they had been in servitude. 
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