In policing partnerships and collaborations are a huge part of the day-to-day work that officers carry out. Sharing data, resources and communicating effectively is essential and can impact situations which the police encounter tremendously because they do not always have the information they require at hand. In this essay, there will be an in-depth discussion of the partnership police forces have and the impacts partnerships have in police work. There will also be a discussion of the partnership police forces in England and Wales have with the Driver and Vehicle licensing Agency (DVLA).


[bookmark: _Int_hLrDP9d7][bookmark: _Int_XpW4MUQf][bookmark: _Int_XhOlKt5o][bookmark: _Int_MaspdFVK][bookmark: _Int_T1VtGkBs]Partnerships and collaborations within police work is essential because police forces are not able to control and overview everything that happens in society. For example, according to South Wales Police (no date) there are ‘seven local councils within the South Wales Police force area’. South Wales Police (no date) states that they serve ‘over 1.3 million people’ and ‘manages around 49% of the total crime in Wales’. It would be impossible for the police to deal with their workload as well as the local authorities, which is why partnerships are so valuable. As well as the police being responsible for dealing with crime, the local authority also has a part to play regarding the safety and wellbeing of their residents. A local authority which is proactively trying to positively influence its operating area is Swansea Council. Stated by Swansea.gov (2021) a partnership between Swansea council and South Wales Police called ‘Safer Swansea Community Strategy’ was ‘established in 1998 because of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998’. Since this partnership was implemented the results from the public have not been what they were expected to be. Stated by Swansea.gov (2021) ‘84.6% of people feel safe in their community, which has reduced from 88.9% in 2014/15’ and ‘17.5% feel drunk and rowdy behavior is a very big problem which has increased from 9.7% in 2014/15’. A part of this partnership between South Wales Police and Swansea Council is listening to the local people and acting on issues which are raised by them. For example, according to Swansea.gov (2021) as of April 1st, 2022 ‘city center rangers’ have been deployed in areas where anti-social behavior has been reported. This is just one example of the many things being implemented due to the communication and effective partnerships between police forces and local authorities. Although there are a lot of things that police forces can do there are also some areas where they lack expertise. According to the Office of National Statistics (2023) there were ‘1.4 million women who experienced domestic abuse in the year ending March 2023’. A local charity who specialises in domestic abuse is Women’s Aid. According to Womens Aid (2023) ‘Women’s Aid is the national charity working to end domestic abuse towards women and children’. Women’s Aid has stated in their 2021-2022 report that ‘360 referrals over the last year and we supported 166 women’. This is a tremendous amount of professional support given to women in need of aid from this amazing charity. Due to their extensive knowledge of domestic abuse and how to support victims Women’s Aid (no date) has stated that they have ‘worked with the college of policing and other organisations to develop, pilot and deliver a new training program for the police force’. This training program is key to training officers how to deal with domestic abuse and how to spot signs of domestic abuse. Feedback has been given back from one officer on the Women’s Aid website stating ‘’Women’s Aid training was fantastic and has changed how I respond to domestic abuse cases. I would highly recommend to other forces’’. Giving the training to officers and police forces will allow them to specially train their own officers to support and comfort domestic abuse victims without the need to refer them to a charity like Women’s Aid which is already under tremendous pressure. These partnerships and collaborations are all essential but there is one agency which the police work very closely and uses on a day-to-day basis. This is the DVLA. Communication of information is essential with the police and the DVLA because of the amount of information and data available from the DVLA. According to Gov.uk (2019) the DVLA hold over ‘50 million driver records’ and over ‘40 million vehicle records’ which alone shows the importance of this partnership between the police forces due the amount of information and data which is available. In England and Wales each police force will have dedicated DVLA liaison officers and the DVLA has a Police Liaison and Support Group (PLSG). According to the College of Policing (2020) ‘The PLSG are able to provide other services to the police through a direct police liaison telephone number’. Some of these services are of tremendous use, as stated by College of Policing (2020) some of these are ‘detailed vehicle and driver histories’, ‘examination of suspected forged driver or vehicle documents’ and ‘access to the International Criminal Police Organisation (INTERPOL) stolen vehicle database’. This helps improve the speed of traffic enforcement because information can be accessed with the click of a button. These are just a few examples of the many uses the partnership between the police and the DVLA has and how important the communication of information is between the different agencies. The DVLA also works closely with the police to detect and punish drivers who don't tax their vehicles. According to Rees (2021) tax evaders ‘cost HM treasury £98 million every year’. The DVLA in partnership with police forces throughout England and Wales are giving devolved powers to the police forces in order to ‘remove untaxed vehicles from the road’. This is a proactive partnership that the police have with the DVLA to stop and punish drivers who try to get away by not taxing their vehicles. Safety is essential, especially when driving due to the constant hazards and evolving situations you are put in. According to Hull (2021), ‘from 2016-2020, 1486 drivers failed roadside eyesight tests when pulled over’. ‘Police reported these drivers to the DVLA and 1436 had licenses revoked’. Eyesight when driving is one of the most important things you need, according to the AA (no date) ‘Official accident statistics show defective eyesight contributed to 70 people being killed or seriously injured in UK roads in 2016’. This shows the importance of communication between the police forces and the DVLA because the public's safety is important and if people are not suitable to drive, they shouldn't be able to hold the privilege of a license. Technology is constantly improving and as of 2021 a bit of technology has been created to save officers time and confusion during traffic stops. Published by the DVLA (2021) The DVLA has been working on a new technology which will give ‘police officers access to the photograph held on DVLA’s driver database on the roadside’. This technology has made it easy so that ‘officers can confirm the correct identity of a driver almost instantly’. This significant piece of technology was first piloted in August 2019 and by June 2021 it was shown to have unbelievable statistics. Some being ‘it has saved over 14,000 hours for Road Police unit officers and Local Policing Officers’ and ‘roadside checks are now up to 66% quicker’. All this time saved not only for police officers but for the public as well is proving crucial as it allows officers to be freed up quickly to be able to deal with more incidents or even perform more checks on other motorists. The communication and data sharing between these two agencies has been proven to save thousands of hours of time and save lives showing the importance and significance of partnerships between different agencies.  

To conclude, the police forces through England and Wales have many different partnerships all of which use tremendous amounts of communication and cooperation on both ends. It is evident that the police work extremely closely with local authorities and agencies such as the DVLA to support and positively influence the public. Also, without the support and training from charities such as Women’s Aid hundreds of victims who suffer from domestic abuse would go without support. This shows why communication in partnerships is key to get the best results and support for the public. 
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