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Assessment 2: Was Adolf Hitler’s Father the Main Reason for the Twisted and Discriminative Behaviour Expressed by Adolf in His Adult Life?
Adolf Hitler, one of the most well known and powerful Dictators of the modern world. Infamous for many atrocities, such as forming the Third Reich in Germany and for the barbaric and diabolical killings of Jews and other minorities before and during World War II.[footnoteRef:1] As quoted by Ian Kershaw, Hitler is the ‘embodiment of modern political evil.’[footnoteRef:2] Historians have questioned as to which circumstances contributed to Hitler’s erratic actions and behaviour in his adult life. This essay will be analysing his early life and considering whether his father’s parenting was the primary reason for Adolf’s twisted and discriminative behaviour as an adult. This work will be containing a translation of Adolf Hitler’s autobiography ‘Mein Kampf’, as well as a book from August Kubizek, a childhood friend of Adolf. With these sources we can directly gain an insight of Hitler’s deepest thoughts and ideas and also observe the valuable perspective of an individual close to Hitler. It should be noted that some sources in this essay are possibly biased and/or romanticising the events they discuss. [1: This essay will be using the Ralph Manheim translation of Mein Kampf. There have been a variety of translations of the text and it may not be exact to the original but this translation is generally accepted as the closest to the original German.  
 Thomas Teo. (2020). Subhumanism: The re‐emergence of an affective‐symbolic ontology in the migration debate and beyond. Journal for the Theory of Social Behaviour, 50(2), 132–148. (p.138)]  [2:  Ian Kershaw, Hitler 1936-45: Nemesis, (New York: W. W. Norton. 2000) p.20 [Accessed 24/11/2022]] 

Firstly, Adolf had a complex relationship with his father, Alois, who was remembered as a harsh and stubborn man[footnoteRef:3]; as stated in Mein Kampf this possibly contributed to Adolf’s twisted and discriminative behaviour. Adolf’s choices in life were disregarded by his father at a young age. When he told his father that he wanted to be a Painter or an Artist, his father replied ‘Artist, no, never as long as I live!’[footnoteRef:4] This continued until Adolf threatened that if he was not allowed to study art then he would not study at all. His father protested further, to a point in which Adolf stopped studying, as he had threatened. In subjects he was initially doing well in, he sacrificed the grades he thought were unimportant to spite his father. Through this method, Adolf had believed that eventually Alois would come to terms with his choice to pursue a career in artwork ‘whether he liked it or not.’[footnoteRef:5] As a result of this, though he did not realise it at the time, he claims he had become a Nationalist.[footnoteRef:6] This experience may have contributed to his twisted and discriminative mindset in his future because he used this idea of Nationalism to form the National Socialist German Workers' Party (NSDAP).[footnoteRef:7] Hitler as the leader of this party used his platform to spread his own extremist views such as blaming Jews and Marxists for the problems Germany have faced in the past and present.[footnoteRef:8] He also promoted the concept of the Aryan master race which resulted in the deaths of people who were not seen as an Aryan.[footnoteRef:9]  [3:  Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf, (New York: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. 1998) p.8 [Accessed 18/11/2022]]  [4:  Hitler, (p.9)]  [5:  Ibid, (p.10)]  [6:  Ibid (p.22)]  [7:  History.com Editors, Nazi Party (2009) <https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/nazi-party> [Accessed 24/11/2022]]  [8:  History.com, 2009]  [9:  Ibid] 


On the other hand, Adolf may have loved his father and his actions did not create a significant impact on his future behaviour. Despite the never-ending feud that went on between Adolf and Alois, evidence shows that he cried upon seeing his father’s body when he had died. August Kubizek, a childhood friend of Adolf, states that ‘when the fourteen-year-old son saw his dead father, he burst into uncontrollable weeping.’[footnoteRef:10] Therefore, this may indicate that Adolf loved his father which contradicts the idea that he spited him. However, August had not met Hitler until 2 years after the death of Alois and so it is questionable as to how reliable this specific information is. Furthermore, there are other sources, such as Paul Roland in the book The Nazis, the rise and fall of History’s most evil Empire which suggest that Adolf did not mourn the loss of his father.[footnoteRef:11] What is certain, though is that Alois was known to be relentless to his children. Paul Roland states that Alois would summon his son ‘with a whistle, like a dog’.[footnoteRef:12] This is likely to be true because Alois frequently whipped Adolf and created an immense amount of fury within Adolf, which he could not process healthily.[footnoteRef:13]  This inevitably created a long-lasting negative impact on the state of Adolf’s mind as in adulthood he  ultimately found himself exhibiting these traits.[footnoteRef:14] One example of this, is Adolf’s need for power and control. This was a trait Alois would show all the way throughout Adolf’s childhood. When Adolf became the Dictator we learn about in the modern day, he would exhibit this need for control in the form of  his secret police force, the Gestapo.[footnoteRef:15] This evidence shows clearly that even the traits that he himself would never wish to possess would eventually shape him into the man that he would become. [10:  August Kubizek, The Young Hitler I Knew: The Memoirs of Hitler's Childhood Friend, (Yorkshire: Frontline Books. 2011), p.57 [Accessed 18/11/2022)]  [11:  Paul Roland. The Nazis: The Rise and Fall of History's Most Evil Empire. (London: Arcturus Publishing LTD, 2018), p.22]  [12:  Roland. p.20]  [13:  Studyboss, Adolf Hitler’s Personality, (2021) <https://studyboss.com/essays/adolf-hitlers-personality.html> [Accessed 24/11/2022]]  [14:  Roland. p.21]  [15:  Edward Crankshaw. Gestapo, (London: Bloomsbury Publishing, 2011) p.4 [Accessed 24/11/2022]] 


In contrast, the death of Adolf’s younger brother, Edmund Hitler, may have influenced Adolf’s future twisted and discriminative behaviour as this formed a delusion in Adolf’s mind. Although there is no mention of Edmund in Mein Kampf, he has been mentioned in other sources.[footnoteRef:16] It is stated that Adolf was jealous of Edmund and even prayed for his death.[footnoteRef:17] However, one can only find these pieces of evidence in Roland’s book, which does lead one to question the legitimacy of this piece of information. When Edmund passed at the age of six,[footnoteRef:18] Roland further states that this had reinforced Adolf’s belief that he was special, and combined with the loss of three other siblings before he was born, he believed that he was ‘singled out to fulfil some special mission’.[footnoteRef:19] This belief is further supported by Richard Overy in the book The Dictators: Hitler’s Germany and Stalin’s Russia, Adolf believed he was the ‘Saviour of Germany’.[footnoteRef:20] This belief may have contributed to his erratic behaviour in his adult. Some sources do acknowledge a negative change in Adolf’s behaviour after Edmund’s untimely demise[footnoteRef:21] which may have contributed to Adolf’s behaviour in adulthood due to this trauma. Alternatively, one could argue that Adolf may not have lost his brother if he was not the product of inbreeding. Kubizek states ‘his father was illegitimate, and that his mother was a niece once removed of his father, that he was the progeny of inbreeding.’[footnoteRef:22] This likely explains as to why so many of Adolf’s siblings died at a young age, as the effects of inbreeding can cause major health issues. This could have also been part of the reason as to why Adolf was the way we know him to be, had his parents not been of the same bloodline, perhaps he might not have ended up the way he did. This could encourage some to believe that Alois was still responsible for Adolf’s behaviour in later life. [16:  Robert Payne. Life and Death of Adolf Hitler (Munich: Hippocrene Books, 1990) p.22 [accessed 22/11/2022]]  [17:  Roland, p.22]  [18:  Ibid p.22]  [19:  Ibid p.22]  [20:  Richard Overy, The Dictators: Hitler's Germany, Stalin's Russia. (London: 2006, Penguin Books) p.49 [accessed 24/11/2022]]  [21:  The History Place, The Rise of Adolf Hitler, (1996) <https://www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/riseofhitler/boyhood.htm> [accessed 22/11/2022]]  [22:  Kubizek p.53] 


On the contrary, Adolf’s twisted and discriminative perspective of the Jews may have came from his own thoughts, by his own experiences, rather than from his father. It wasn’t until after his father’s passing, in his fourteenth or fifteenth year,[footnoteRef:23] did Adolf learn of the existence of Jews whilst in Austria. For some unexplained reason he had a distaste in his mouth for any argument surrounding religion that occurred in his presence.[footnoteRef:24] Adolf theorises that his father would see the Jews as ‘culturally backwards’[footnoteRef:25] due to the fact that Adolf never heard him talk of them. He likely attributes this to the reason for his hatred of them. He learned that the social democratic press was predominantly owned by members of the Jewish faith, who he now believed could not possibly be Germans, but instead a parasite which had infiltrated the German people and were now controlling them.[footnoteRef:26] Adolf claims he tried to reason with the Jews saying ‘at that time I was childish enough to try to make the madness of their doctrine clear to them.’[footnoteRef:27] This ultimately resulted in an argument in which he said ‘Gradually I began to hate them.’[footnoteRef:28] This hatred, of course, only continued to grow the older he got; so much to the point that when his opportunity arose after the end of the Great War in 1918, where by he used ‘the forces of the will’[footnoteRef:29] of the German people in a country left crippled by conflict. It would eventually lead to events such as the Kristallnacht in 1938,[footnoteRef:30]  and the rise of anti-Semitic propaganda.[footnoteRef:31] The Jewish race is just one example of how Adolf’s hatred would continue to drive him forward in life, and model him into the relentless dictator that he would to this day be remembered as. Although the only insight we have is Adolf Hitler’s own thoughts, this does present some compelling evidence that even here Alois played a key role in shaping his son’s future, even if it wasn’t in the way he had intended.  [23:  Hitler, p.51]  [24:  Ibid p.53]  [25:  Ibid p.51]  [26:  Ibid p.61]  [27:  Ibid p.62]  [28:  Ibid p.63]  [29:  Ibid, p.332]  [30:  Alan. E. Steinweis, Kristallnacht 1938. (Boston: Harvard University Press, 2009). [accessed 20/11/2022]]  [31:  David I. Kertzer, & Gunnar Merkosch. (2020). ‘In the Name of the Cross: Christianity and Anti-Semitic Propaganda in Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy’. Comparative Studies in Society and History, 62(3), 456–486 (p.456) [accessed 20/11/2022]] 

In conclusion, there are a number of reasons as to why Adolf Hitler became the man that he did. However, the way his father treated him in his childhood is clearly a significant and the most influential factor. One key element in all of the arguments presented in this essay is that Alois’ existence and abuse has contributed to Hitler’s twisted behaviour and his discriminative views. This is evident in factors such as Edmund’s death which may have not even happened if Edmund was not an inbred child. Furthermore, Adolf had theorised Alois’ opinion of the Jews despite the strain between their relationship which suggests that Adolf regarded his thoughts. The fact that even after his death, Alois was always a lurking shadow in Adolf’s mind strongly suggests that he was indeed the main factor in play in Adolf’s twisted and discriminative future life.
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