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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.

 500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

I currently work within a Long Term Adults Social Work team, therefore I have chosen to discuss the relevant safeguarding legislation in relation to children and young people’s services in Wales. The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (SSWBA) 2014 governs  social workers working with both children and adults, and provides guidance around the safeguarding process and the duty to report an adult or child at risk of harm. Part 7, Section 130  of the SSWBA provides a definition of a child at risk as being a child who is ‘experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm, and has needs for care and support’ (SSWBA, 2014). At risk, does not mean that abuse has to have already occurred, but that professionals should aim to prevent abuse or harm happening (Part 7 , section 130, SSWBA, 2014). The SSWBA states that there should be a point of contact within Local Authorities to make it easier for relevant partners to report a child at risk who is within the authority’s area. The SSWBA highlights the need for professionals to undertake a child-centred approach alongside recognising their duty to safeguard the child . Part 7 of the SSWBA (2014) also emphasises that professionals to working in a multi-disciplinary way is crucial to ensure effective safeguarding. 

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (WSP, 2019) provide guidance to social workers in Wales, in relation to safeguarding. The WSP (2019) provide guidance that outlines the possible indicators that a child may be at risk or suffering from harm, this includes physical, sexual, neglect and emotional abuse. Signs to look for with physical abuse include bruising, scars, bites, burns, fractures and medical trauma with no explanation, whilst signs of sexual abuse can include sexualised behaviour (WSP, 2019). Emotional abuse can be displayed through lack of self-confidence, behaving inappropriately and being overly emotional (WSP, 2019 ). 

If the concerns are that the child is at risk or is experiencing significant harm, then this would meet the threshold for undertaking enquiries under section 47 of the Children Act 1989. The Children Act 1989 provides the legal framework in relation to Child Protection in England and Wales. Section 47 of the Children Act 1989 sets out the duty of Local Authorities to investigate a concern that child is at risk of or is suffering significant harm. If the Local Authority feels that enquiries are necessary, these enquiries should aim to establish what action need to be taken to safeguard the child which could include making an application to court (Section 47, Children Act 1989). The Children Act (1989) states that a child’s wishes and feelings should be considered as much as possible in relation to the action that is to be taken. The actions taken should always be centred around ensuring the child is no longer at risk of harm, whilst meeting their care and support needs in the immediate and long term which will be reviewed to ensure outcomes are being met (WSP, 2019).The Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 also ensures that Welsh Ministers consider the principles set out within the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC, 1989), which protects the rights of children and young people taking into account their wishes and feelings.




Word count: 547










	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

Although the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (2014) governs social workers working in Adults and Children’s services, there are notable differences between the two in relation to safeguarding. The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (WSP, 2019) apply the same principles to both adults and children, however, they have their own sections due to the differences in legislation. Safeguarding in relation to adults is governed by the SSWBA (2014), whereas children’s safeguarding is governed by both the SSWBA (2014) and the Children Act 1989. The Children Act (1989) sets out a Local Authority’s duty to investigate a concern, and the process that needs to be followed when undertaking enquiries. 

The SSWBA (2014) emphasises the need for social workers working with children to prevent abuse from occurring. The British Association of Social Workers (BASW, 2018) suggest that social workers often aim to apply a systems theory by using a signs of safety model (developed by Turnell and Edwards, 1999) to reduce the amount of children entering into care, by working with the child or young person and those caring for them to identify what is working well, any concerns, what can be improved and grading the safety of the child (Wigan Council, 2024). Whereas, when working with adults in relation to safeguarding, social workers often use a person-centred approach and strengths-based model as this is embedded within the SSWBA assessments. 

The types of abuse and harm apply to both adults and children, however, financial abuse tends to be more common amongst adults, as suggested in the WSP (2019). However, financial abuse with children can still occur if their care givers are not meeting their needs through the agreed use of direct payments (WSP, 2019). There is also a difference in capacity and consent when working with adults in comparison to children. The Mental Capacity Act (2005) states that social workers must always assume an adult has capacity unless there is reason to doubt this and an assessment has been completed. In contrast to this, children’s social workers focus more on the safety of the child, regardless of consent (WSP, 2019). Children under the age of 16 in the UK can be assessed under the Gillick Competence standard to determine whether a child has capacity to consent (NSPCC, 2022), however, professionals must act in the child’s best interest, regardless of consent (WSP, 2019). There is also a contradiction in the legislation as the SSWBA (2014) and Children Act (1989) recognise an adult as being over 18 years old, whereas in the MCA (2005) an adult is considered to be over 16 years old.


Word count: 429








24

image1.png
Prifysgol Cymru
N Y Drindod Dewi Sant

" University of Wales
Trinity Saint David




