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  As stated in UK Parliament (2023) in the UK, Parliament has the ultimate legal authority as well as passing or revoking any law. These regulations are usually unchangeable by the courts and no Parliament can pass laws that are unchangeable by next Parliaments. The main element of the UK constitution is Parliamentary Sovereignty. Subjects that will be covered in this assignment are what is constitution, principles of the UK’s constitution, what is Parliamentary Sovereignty, is Parliament supreme law-making body and binding future or past parliaments. Therefore, in this assignment we will be explaining how Parliament Supremacy is the most important principle with the UK constitution. 

  What is constitution? As mentioned in the UK Parliament (2023) it’s a country’s set of guiding rules and regulations is referred to as constitution, and it usually consists of a single document. The British constitution relates to set of laws, rules, decisions from courts, and agreements that collectively assess how the UK is governed. A constitution has never been codified in the UK in such way. What are the benefits of having ‘uncodified’ constitution?

According to The Constitution Society (2023) the flexibility of the UK’s uncodified constitution has been praised by some. Proponents argue that this permits a practical approach in which multiple concepts can be developed, tested, and tried prior to an ideal setup becomes better over time. They point to other countries whose political systems haven’t able to adapt to changing public views and changing political realities due to their rigidly codified constitutions. From the discussion above a lot of people also think that a constitution without codification is more democratic. It allows the next generation to have influence over the constitution through the representatives they elect, rather than being limited by the choices made by earlier generations it is also flexible.

  Principles of the UK’s constitution. A constitution comprises laws and additional, sources and principles that explain the development of the state and provide some legitimacy to the state and its institutions, The Rule of Law is a fundamental principle of the constitution. (Bingham, 2011) stated most people credit professor A. V. Dicey, the vinerian professor of English Law at Oxford, in creating the expression “Rule of Law.” As stated in Cambridge University Press (2021) the Athenians upheld the ideal of the rule of law and put it into practise through their legal system. 

The basic principles of the Athens courts were the responsibility of officials, equality before the law, fairness in procedure and no punishment without the law. Boris Johnson is an example of someone in power who broke the law by partying at 10 Downing Street with his colleagues during COVID-19 lockdown, 126 fines were handed out in total during eight Westminster events that took place in private The Independent (2022). From the above discussion, it is evident that the Rule of Law is a key tenet of the constitution of the United Kingdom, no matter if your position is high or low in the society, you will still get punished.

  As stated in UK Parliament (2023) the UK constitution upholds the principle of Parliamentary sovereignty. It raises Parliament to the position of supreme legal authority in the UK, with the power to pass or revoke any law. Its laws are usually unchangeable by the courts, and no Parliament can enact laws that are unchangeable by next Parliaments. The main element of the UK constitution Is Parliamentary sovereignty. One of the key cases is the Hunting Act 2004, Jackson v Attorney General (2005) they contested the legality of The Hunting Act 2004, which, taken at face value, states it unlawful to hunt a wild mammal with a dog outside of specific exemptions. The applicants admit that the Parliament Act of 1949’s guideline lines were followed in the legislative process used to pass the Hunting Act. They argued, nevertheless, that the 1949 act was invalid in and on itself as it was not approved by The House of Lords, as they correctly point out, and because the Parliament Act 1911 did not allow the passing of an Act like the 1949 Act without the approval of The House of Lords. So, even though the current dispute between the appellants and the Hunting Act and the Attorney General, the actual dispute centres on the 1949 Acts legality, that in return hinges on the 1911 Acts actual impact. 

The legal question that the House, sitting judicially, must decide is not impacted by the Hunting Acts virtues and errors, which are a topic of sharp conflict. From the information stated above Parliament has the ultimate power to enact laws, but without the judiciary, it cannot function (House of Lords, 2005).

  Is Parliament supreme law-making body? A. V. Dicey (1959) stated the doctrines, which stated that Parliament has the authority to pass or revoke and repeal any kind of legislation, were always true, the laws of England recognise no individual or body as having the right to override or set aside Parliamentary legislation and, every region of the Queens dominions is subject to the Parliaments right to power. The idea that Parliament has the right to enact or repeal any kind of legislation remains valid in the United Kingdom. In addition, no court in the United Kingdom has the right to invalidate a Parliamentary act’s provisions. To satisfy the Lawyers, a court of law can only apply an Act, meaning it can only interpret the meaning of the enactment. However, it must be recognised that the concept is solely legal, the Parliament Act 1911 is one such. 

As stated in Britannica (2023) The British Parliament enacted the Parliament Act 1911 on August 10, 1911, depriving the House of Lords of its total veto power over legislation. A Liberal majority in the House of Commons proposed the act. In his 1909 “People’s Budget,” Chancellor of the Exchequer David Lloyd George imposed a tax on the “unearned increment” of land that had seen its value raised by next industrial or other developments. (The budget also raised income taxes and death duties.) Because the land tax needed a land-valuation plan and was not suitable for inclusion in a finance bill, the Lords rejected this. Their veto caused an argument between the two houses and delayed the country’s finances. In 1910, two general elections were called to resolve the crises. The second authorised the passage of a Parliament Bill that would put an end to these conflicts. The House of Lord’s veto power put the bill in danger, so the Liberal government issued a mass creation of peers from the Liberal party, should the Lords reject it. From the evidence above we know that the Parliament is a supreme law-making body.

  Binding future or past Parliaments. According to UK Parliament (2023) The UK constitution upholds the principle of parliamentary sovereignty. It raises Parliament to the position of supreme legal authority in the UK, using the power to pass or revoke any law. Its laws are usually unalterable by the courts, and no Parliament can enact laws that are unchangeable by the subsequent Parliaments. As stated in Museum of London (2022) despite the death penalty’s millennia-long history, calls for reform and eventually its abolition began in Britain in the 18th century. By the tenth century, hanging was the most common method in Britain, despite William the Conqueror’s ban on executions apart from during times at war. All the same throughout the mediaeval and Tudor ages, the death penalty grew more common and applied to a greater number of crimes. About 72,000 individuals are thought to have been put to death under Henry’ VIII’s rule. Britain removed the death penalty for murder in 1965 after a five-year suspension what was extended to a permanent period in 1969. Yet the death penalty was not officially removed for all crimes in Britain until 1998. Peter Allen and Gwynne Evans were the last people executed in the United Kingdom on August13, 1964. Based on the information provided the Parliament can revoke any law. 

Conclusion:

  Based on all the information supplied Westminster parliament is the highest authority. Because of this, the UK is practically unique in not having codified constitution with firmly established clauses. Legislation can be passed by parliament on any subject, but it cannot bind future parliamentarians The UK parliament’s legal role (2020). As stated in The Constitution Unit (2023) With debates broadcast on television and recorded for the public record, parliament is a very public forum. Thus, parliamentary scrutiny forces minister to defend their choices in front if the public, encouraging accountability and transparency while also additionally helping in ensuring that their choices are viewed as fair. Therefore, the Parliament is supreme.
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