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To understand the impact of early intervention to curve offending, it is important to have a sound, critical knowledge of the nature and extent of onset offending. During this essay, it is important to recognise what is meant by nature, onset offending and the several types of early intervention. 
[bookmark: _Int_d8BLLVzL]To begin, let's start with offending in young people, the more nature side of why young people offend. The criminal age of responsibility in the UK is 10 years old, anybody who is under the age of 10 that commits a criminal offense can't be charged but there can be certain things put in place, such as, local child curfew, parents can also be held responsible under the Child Safety Order, which would work in partnership with youth offending, as well as social services and the police. (CPS. 2021) In Scotland it is slightly different, in Scotland the age of criminal responsibility is 8 years old. Therefore, anybody over the age of 8 can be arrested and charged for a crime, however, they won't go to jail. The age of criminal prosecution is 12 years old, so anybody between the ages 8 to 11 the cases are heard in a special children's hearing and again, certain orders can be put in place. Anybody from the age 12 to 16 can only go to court for serious crimes. Since the 17th December 2021, children under the age of 12 can no longer be charged or arrested. (Scottish Government. 2021) After looking at the age of responsibility, once a young person starts to show signs of bad behaviour, they suddenly become a problem and this chaotic issue in society. Once a child but now a youth offender and that’s where things go wrong within society, people forget that we’re dealing with a child, they’ve suddenly lost their innocence, vulnerability and child status. They are then labelled as a youth offender, where they have the maturity, capability and understanding of a mini adult. 
To stop a child or young person from getting into trouble with the law, it's important to spot the signs and to why most young people offend to begin with. There is generally no genuine answer to why young people offend or get involved in a life of crime. There are certain situations that could happen that can cause a child to commit a crime, for example, difficult family situations, being surrounded by individuals who commit crimes, drug and alcohol misuse, mental health issues, lack of boundaries and guidance from parents, guardians or careers, not doing well in school or being bullied in school. Parents play a significant role in how a child is brought up; parents are usually the most important people in a young person’s life. A child will look up to their parents and usually their views and behaviour can have a massive effect on them. It is known that a young person is less likely to get into any type of trouble if their parents are a good relationship where they can talk openly and honestly with them, know where their child is and what they are up to and can agree on suitable, sensible and clear rules and get their child to stick to them. (Government services. 2021)
Why do young people offend? There is no correct answer for this question, the list goes on, there are so many reasons to why a young person might offend. Let’s start with problems at home or problems with family members. Within the home environment, children or young people can be exposed to many stresses that could affect their everyday life. There are several things that a young person could experience within the home, such as, domestic abuse, neglect, poverty, they could also witness other family members or siblings going in and out of prison. Situations as simple as parents getting a divorce or separating can also affect a young person's mental health and behaviour. It is important to notice as signs in a child or young person that could suggest that any changes or any situations are happening within the home, for example, a young person might suddenly become restless, withdrawn, sudden behaviour problems or school refusal. (Freud, A. 2021) Many young people or children could gain a lot by being offered more help, for example, one to one counselling, group counselling, supply any other help that the family need and working with parents/careers to help with the child. 
Boredom plays a big part in young people, so encouraging young people to attend after school clubs or find a hobby that they enjoy can really help as it steers them away from any criminal activity. Young people also have a lot of emotions and puberty can also play a part. When children or young people are bored, they usually look to find stimulation in all the wrong places. Boredom can eventually lead to binge eating, they are likely to take more risks than their friends, and sometimes go onto start taking drugs or drinking alcohol. As well as all the above, young people will then suffer from attentional problems at school and their lack of engagement leads them to possibly drop out of school altogether. (Shenfield. T, 2020)
We live in a society where the media has been incorporated into our everyday lives. It can be said that, too much social media for a young person or child can eventually lead to anxiety, depression and online bullying. Social media could be one of the main factors affecting children's mental health. Cyber bullying is intentionally using social media to communicate false, embarrassing or hostile information about someone else. It is the most common online risk to all young people and children. Bullying online can also lead to anxiety, depression, severe isolation and unfortunately, suicide. (O'Keeffe. G, 2011) social media can also expose young people and children to unrealistic views on other individuals lives and peer pressure. Children and young people want things right now, they’ll ask themselves why they can't afford the latest mobile phone? Why can't they afford those trainers? And eventually this could lead to offending, for example, trying to steal money etc... Social media is never going to go away but as a parent, guardian or career protecting your child from the ugly side of social media can be easy. For example, checking your child's accounts, explain to them what's ok and what's not ok when it comes to dealing with social media, setting reasonable limits, encouraging face to face contact with friends and not allowing their time of social media to affect their eating, mental health, hobbies or school. 
[bookmark: _Int_rHGJ2S5q][bookmark: _Int_6eBbZ2ZS][bookmark: _Int_VReLozzQ]Terrie Moffit identifies two types of antisocial young offenders in society, she believes that adolescence are either limited offenders, so over the course of a young person's puberty years or teenage years or they become a life course persistent offender, so they fall into it during their childhood and then continue well into their adult life. For the limited offender's side of Terrie Moffit’s theory, she identifies three causes, there’s this gap between biological maturity and social maturity, it’s identified as the burden of the pressures of puberty, becoming this adult and with that comes a lot of emotions. Young people want to be accepted as an adult but will probably be still seen as a child, therefore getting involved in activities gives them that acceptance by certain groups. She believes that children and young people learn from antisocial models who are easily mimicked, for example, individuals like friends and family who are involved in antisocial behaviour. Then obviously the learning side, things that they might've learnt from an early age that to them is the ‘norm’. (Moffitt, T. 1993) 
For life course persistent offenders, there are 5 areas that Moffitt explains, she includes that brain injury, normally inflicted during birth or childhood can have an impact on a child behaviour, she also explains brain activity, so bonding with care givers, the attachment with parents or guardians, any lack of that a child is more like to become a persistent offender. Communication and individuals with low IQ tend to fall into the category of a persistent offender. Moffit also talks about how physical differences can cause an individual to come a persistent offender, this area is very controversial as she goes onto explain how a certain individual with maybe different ears, tongue etc... are more likely to become a persistent offender. Lastly, the social risk factors, neglect, abuse, parental antisocial behaviour and socionic status. (Moffitt, T. 1993) 
Society plays a part in affecting a young person’s attitudes and behaviour. When children start offending, we don’t see this normal child anymore, we tend to see this dangerous individual. It's important to remember that this young offender is still a child, a child who needs help and support, and try not to forget how vulnerable this young person could be. Society can flip the idea of certain young people who are in need of care and support. If a child goes onto committing a crime and enters the youth justice system, they have a right to have their voices heard despite being labelled as an ‘offender’. (Creaney, S. 2016) 
Risk factors have an increasing effect, families exposed to several risk factors are regarded to being a high-risk family. Also, children and adolescents who are also revealed to risk factors are considered at substantial risk of undergoing a life that might lead to crime/criminal behaviour. This is because not only do the effects of risk factors gather, but the factors also link with each other, for example, if the parents like to drink, this could lead to family conflicts, which could then increase the risks of substance abuse. An insufficient family setting caused by poor parental operation, such as, too strict rules, control that is inconsistent, the inability to show clear boundaries and lack of supervision were all seen as strong risk factors for antisocial behaviour, deficient performance in school, drug/alcohol misuse and involvement in youth gangs. A young person from a family who have been seen as high-risk are four times as likely to engage in criminal activity as adults than children who have brought up in a more structured home. The knowledge and seeing family violence and being mistreated during childhood are two major risk factors linked with adolescent delinquent behaviour and violent behaviour in adulthood. The area of where a child is brought up can also have a massive effect on their behaviour, for example, families with less resources, live in underprivilege areas have more difficulty supporting and providing for their children. It is important to know that families play a vital role in a young person's early years and their development. It is vital for those who are seen as high-risk to get the support, help and training they need to prevent or reduce criminal/antisocial behaviour. (Claes, M. 2005)
Early intervention “not only saves young lives from being wasted,” but also puts a stop to the onset of adult criminal careers and lessens the likelihood of youth becoming serious and violent offenders. (Greenwood, P. 2008) A number of researchers have promoted a positive youth development model to direct the needs of youth who could be at risk of falling into the system. One positive youth development model describes the six life domains of work, relationships, community, health, education, and creativity. When the required support, help and services are provided, positive outcomes will be the result. (Butts, Bazemore, & Meroe, 2010) 
What are effective programs for children and young people? It is known that the most effective programs are those who aim to act as early as possible. The ones that focus on the risk-factors and the behavioural development of young people. For example, mentoring programs, anti-bullying programs, classroom and behaviour management programs, afterschool recreation programs, school organisation programs, comprehensive community interventions, conflict resolution and violence prevention curriculums and a few more. (Loeber, Farrington, & Petechuk, 2003)
How can we curb youth offending? Changes to the youth justice system, was introduced by the Crime Disorder Act 1998, up until 1997, there was a Conservative government and then the new Labour party was introduced and decided to change things. Labour wanted to target the problem of youth crime, as well as crime in general. Therefore, the brought in the crime and disorder act, which introduced the ASBO order, meaning anti-social behaviour order. They also introduced children orders, parent orders and working with young people in trying to prevent crime. This was all because the earlier government had an image of being ‘too soft’, during the 90s there was problems with low employment, children weren't engaging in school and high levels of youth offending. Labour believed that the criminal justice system was not only failing young people, but families and communities so changed had to be made. The new approach introduced things like tags, tagging young people, meaning a type of bracelet around the ankle, this device was able to track the whereabouts of a person, their curfew and they weren't in certain areas. (GOV.UK, 2021)
Early intervention is vital in a child or young person’s life, it can help children and young people to develop the skills they need to be able to carry out a happy, successful and healthy life. It also helps with home life, family relationships, mental health and increase educational attainment. Although early intervention will not be able to solve every problem, it is a way of minimising the risks of a young person entering a life of crime. Failing to intervene at an early stage can lead to huge negative effects for the future and by then it could be too late. Once a young person has reached adulthood or adolescence, these problems may become too difficult, more damaging and more serious. 
There are many ways in which we can curb youth offending, as already said early intervention and engaging leisure time, building resilience, for many young people it is about saying no to certain individuals and situations, effective parenting and supporting families, this is vital in trying to keep young people on the straight and narrow. Education plays a big part, obtaining good education by attendance and qualifications. Having a stable environment, tacking worklessness, for example, sometimes you’ll see that the grandparents never worked and claimed benefits, therefore so does the young person's parent’s and then can lead to the same attitude. It is important to remember that onset offenders are still children and not these horrible criminals. It is important to understand why this child or young person has committed a crime in the first place and it is also important to intervein as soon as you can to prevent it happening again further on into the future. It’s vital to tackle the problems they are facing before it becomes worse.
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