1708142 Prithi Shukla Level 5 Approaches to Creative Sources (HPEN5023)

Salvatore Paradise, ‘Sal’ the alter ego of the narrator and author Jack Kerouac describes his experience shared on the road with Dean Moriarty, in real life his close friend Neal Cassady. The poem is based on the novel ‘On the road’ by Jack Kerouac.

My Alter Ego and Dean
prithi shukla
On the road 
with a lust for life, 
[bookmark: _Hlk529623262]tangled us together, 
Dean and I
Transcending numerous highs, 
Beating numerous lows 
witnessing jointly
a jewelled embedded sky.

Ascending Mountains
descending valleys, 
Booze flooded veins
never questioning why.
Just wandering, drifting over
long-convoluted these roads 
going, somewhere, anywhere
with no worry no alibi, just us
From shore to shore 
From East to West
Backwards and forwards,
Dean and I 

To a beat, spinning 
white knuckled, 
fingers rhythm tapping, 
we identify, with 
drunken moths 
around a candle 
circling to a rhythm that electrifies

Amatory encounters 
picking pretty flowers,
with butterfly eyelashes
and lipstick kisses that lie.
Intimacy with music blasting
on now and off later 
the pollen and pistol that purifies

On the road again 
no limitations 
Spliff tips glowing, ashtrays 
overflowing, one cannot deny
Living emphatically
Unapologetically
boundaries we never apply

[bookmark: _GoBack]Embracing the now, and how
No money no notes, while
transient friendships die,
yet our bond is
a connection of souls 
two euphoric geeks on the road 
that spiral together high 
That’s us
Dean and I
           ***
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