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Dating and Database Exercise:


	The ship, Zong, embarked with a crew of twenty on March 5th, 1781. The ship was captained by Luke Collingwood, but he was replaced by a man named Edward Howard sometime during the voyage. According to the database only two crew members died during the voyage, and as Collingwood was replaced, we can infer the reason could have been his death. The ship was co-owned by William Gregson, John Gregson, James Gregson, Edward Wilson, and James Aspinall. The last names on this list tell us that the ship was mostly likely part of a largely family-run business venture. 
	The ship then made its way to West Africa where it made multiple stops trafficking 440 enslaved people in total. The stops were in Anomabu, the Gold Coast, and Cape Coast Castle. This potentially points to many of the enslaved peoples having been from around these areas originally, but this cannot be confirmed through the information gathered on the database. During its voyage, 53% of the captive slaves died with only 208 arriving at the first port. This statistic gives a glimpse into the neglect and abysmal care of the captive slaves being transported aboard the ship, especially when contrasted with that of the casualties of the crew which had only 0.4% in deadly casualties in comparison to their own starting numbers and length of the voyage. The voyage length for the crew in total was 298 days, while that of those enslaved only spanned 113 days. 
	The captives were then taken to the Black River in the Americas and sold off. On the 30th of July 1782 the ship disembarked to return to Liverpool in England. 
This information was entirely derived from the Slave Voyages database. First the name of the ship was found from searching the Trans-Atlantic section of the database. Then carefully read through to find the dates, names of those involved, and casualty numbers. To find the average mentioned regarding crew deaths, the starting number of the crew was mathematically averaged with the casualties. 
The numbers and information found on the database regarding the Zong’s voyage point to how cruel and inhuman the slave trade was. It also shows that this was not merely a New World endeavor that only the Americas and Africa were involved, and that other countries such as England had their own responsibilities for the tragedies of the slave trade. The list of those who owned the ship shows that the slave trade may have been thought of as a means to improve families economic standing in Britain regardless of the human rights violations that would occur as a result marking the slave trade as insidious and horrifically common in society at the time. 
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