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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:
The following piece of writing will focus on an incident that I attended and played a significant role in, when interacting with and dealing with the victim of crime. It will begin with a brief description of the what the incident was and the challenges I faced with the incident.  I will then look to critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches carried out by both, professionals and the police, as to how they manage vulnerable people or those individuals at risk of harm. I will then look to explore what works and what can be done to prevent and protect against repeat victimisation. 

The incident being discussed in this piece of writing relates to a domestic incident involving a male and a female. The two individuals are partners who are regularly in an on off relationship. Both parties have a history of domestic incidents involving eat other, both parties have both been the subject and victim of such incidents. The incident in question came out over the airwaves, early hours one morning. There were third party reports of a male and female shouting in the corridor to a block of flats, a male and a female were heard to be having a verbal argument. It was also suggested that there may have been a physical altercation.

On arrival at scene, I could hear raised voices coming from the 1st floor in the block of flats, I made my way to that location and saw a female in the corridor and a male standing in the doorway to a Flat.  As soon as the female saw us, she said that nothing had happened and that she just wanted her clothes that were in a bag inside the flat so she could then leave. My colleague and I separated both parties, I went with the male into the flat and my colleague stayed in the corridor with the female. 
Whilst I was in the flat, I asked the male for his version of events. He told me that there had been an argument over money, he didn’t want to argue. He asked the female to leave because it is his flat and the female struck him with the back of her hand on his chest. He told me that he did not want to make a complaint, he just wanted the female gone.

I then told the male to stay inside the flat when I went to speak to my colleague, I advised her what I had bene told. She told me that the version of events that she had from the female was similar, but no violence was mentioned. Based on what was disclosed to me and because of the domestic history between the two, I decided to arrest the female for domestic violent related common assault.
The difficulty I faced at the call was the fact that the male did not support police action, want to make a complaint, he wanted to provide a negative statement. However, I could not take any action at all and because of the history between the two parties, separating the two for the night would not have been the best option. Especially after what the male had disclosed to me. Although the male did not want her to be arrested, I had to take some form of positive action in that situation. For me that was the most appropriate choice as previous incidents had mentions of weapons being present. If I had just separated the two parties, we may have been going back to deal with another call later. The bond between Parties involved in domestic violence can cause services such as the police problems in preventing further instances because the victim finds it hard to leave the situation (Stein, 2014).

In line with South Wales Police force policy Bettison and Bishop (2017) write about victimless prosecution. The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) can look to pursue a case of Domestic Violence without the support of the victim, depending on it’s severity, the history between both parties, injury and witness accounts. Based on the information I had at my disposal regarding the history between the two parties, I was confident that I had carried out the correct form of action for that situation. After dealing with the female and booking them into custody and completing my arrest statement etc I then completed a Public Protection Notification. This was sent to relevant support agencies so that they were made aware of the nature of the incident and what had taken place. They services would then reach out to the victim and look to provide additional support to prevent the abuse from taking place again.

My role as a police officer requires me to carry out positive action at scene, whereas other services have more time to decide what to do, going forward. I could look to speak to my superiors to apply for court orders and restraining orders, even implement bail conditions for the offender to follow. Allowing us as a service to help and manage a vulnerable person who has been subject to domestic violence. However, work would need to be carried out by other support agencies to support the victims of domestic violence on a long-term basis.
 
According to the Office of National Statistics 2019, a total of 34.2% of women and 24.1% of male victims of domestic abuse made the medical professionals or the police service aware of their situation (ONS 2019). A similar percentage of both female and male victims also sought help from counsellors and helplines (ONS 2019). In the United Kingdom, Wales, Violence against Women, the Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence Act (2015) was created. This piece of legislation was the first legislation that centred of Domestic violence, its purpose, to provide support those who may become a victim of domestic violence, protect them and prevent it from happening (Bates et al 2020). However, women are not the only victims of domestic abuse.

The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) (2017) recognise that males can also be victims of domestic abuse. To improve the number of males reporting the abuse, they have committed to improving training material that is available for services and carried out media campaigns. As a further means to reduce the stigma and get rid of barriers faced by men who want to report domestic abuse, the Home Office (2019) also committed to providing support. They committed to providing the funding towards organisations that will not only help male victims of domestic abuse but also individuals part of the LGBT community. Working alongside the CPS to better understand emerging trends. Regardless of gender, anyone can potentially be vulnerable when talking about domestic violence and as this is recognised by the UK Government, 2020 saw a new legislation. The piece of legislation is known as The Domestic Abuse Bill and does not just focus on women as victims of domestic abuse in contrary to previous pieces of legislation (Bates et al 2020).

There is also a lot of support available for people who may become subject to Domestic Violence and those who have already been a victim of it. One support service in the UK is called Solace Women’s Aid. This organisation provides much needed help to thousands of Women and Children and provides them access to several services to help them overcome the abuse and start a new life (Kelly et al 2014). Solace Women’s aid run single and group therapy sessions and several prevention programmes for children amongst or things. Despite facing funding issues, they provide much needed support to women and children such as access to free counselling across several boroughs (Kelly et al 2014).


Helplines are also available for victims of Domestic Violence. In Wales there is Live Fear Free which is run by Women’s Aid. In England, there is the Domestic Abuse Helpline and between 2018/19 this helpline answered 108,918 calls from women seeking help (Refuge 2019). There are plenty of services available for women and children victims of Domestic Violence but what about Male victims? Females are predominantly viewed by society as the victims of Domestic Abuse, not men, creating a gender stereotype (E. A. Bates et al., 2019; Hine, 2019). In turn, if a female is known to have become physical towards a male, this is seen as the female acting out and carrying out self defence (Dutton & Corvo, 2006). Men are seen as the dominant one in a relationship and because of stereo types, can’t be seen to be weak (Connell, 2005). Men don’t often report Domestic Abuse and play down and do not like to be seen as victims of it (Machado et al., 2016).

Such stereotypical views are likely to be another of the reasons as to why female on male violence in domestic setting, is not viewed as seriously as male on female violence of same sex relationship violence (Ahmed et al., 2013; Feather, 1996; Hine, 2019; Poorman et al., 2003; E. P. Seelau et al., 2003; S. M. Seelau & Seelau, 2005; Sorenson & Taylor, 2005). Male victims who have reported being subject to Domestic Violence have reported not being believed or taken seriously as a result, creating a barrier to reporting (E. A. Bates, 2020a). As previously mentioned The CPS have helped create media campaigns to encourage males to report Domestic Violence but what help is readily available?
In the UK there is a Charity by the name of Mankind. 

The charity helps male victims of Domestic abuse in the form of free advice and support. The Charity also works alongside other organisations and practitioners to provide the support by providing training and consultancy services. They have been running since 2001 (mankind.org.uk). Other support available from professionals include Respect Mens Advice Line.  A tool used to help signpost victims to the most appropriate service for help with Domestic Abuse (Mens Advice Line). Professional support for male victims of Domestic Abuse is available aside from family and friends. However, as seen, there are stereotypes to reporting. Unfortunately, it because of these barriers, a lot of victims of domestic violence do not report the incidents to the police (Boxell et al 2019).

To reduce the barriers to reporting domestic violence and improve the services provided to those vulnerable from Domestic Violence, services can do the following. They can provide relevant and up to date training to all staff so that they can act appropriately and sign-post victims to other relevant agencies and services. Improve multi-agency partnerships so that victims are provided with the best possible service. (Hester et al 2005). To prevent repeat victimisation of Domestic related victims, ‘Target Hardening’ methods need to be implemented to support services frameworks and altered on a case-by-case basis to support victims (Hester et al 2005). Being able to understand what the public think and what the general perception is surrounding Domestic Violence is important too. 

The more that services and policy makers know about societies perceived attitudes towards Domestic Violence and how vulnerable people are, the better prepared they can be when trying to tackle the issue. As well as reduce the stigma around reporting it (Sivarajasingam et al 2022). The more support that is available, will reduce the number of victims looking to blame themselves for the abuse, feeling ashamed, scared of what might happen after reporting it (Sivarajasingam et al 2022) 

In this piece of writing, vulnerability was being discussed in the form of victims of Domestic Violence. The evidence shows that there is a lot of support and services available to victims of Domestic Violence. However, there are more services aimed at women and children victims of Domestic Violence compared to men. There are also a number of barriers that face services because of the barriers and stigma that is associated with reporting the issue. Despite these barriers, figures included in this document have shown that there has been a rise in reporting. The need for services to constantly improve and work together to develop better working strategies and practices is clear. By educating the public, reaching out to victims and educating via marketing campaigns and training staff members, victims will receive a greater service going forward and will have more trust in services to have their best interests at heart. In turn this should reduce repeat victimisation and further safeguard vulnerable individuals.
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Task 2




Choose 1 of these 5 options to answer 

(Note for officers who have an interest in becoming a detective and wish to specialise in this role, you MUST choose option 5)


1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations. 




Task 2 Option 1: 

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum:


Response Policing

A core part of the policing mission is to prevent crime and disorder. Domestic abuse causes both serious harm and constitutes a considerable proportion of overall crime

You should choose a domestic abuse incident that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	 

 Critically assess the challenges associated with a domestic abuse incident that you have attended, and the strategies developed for effective policing in such challenging situations. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:

In this piece of writing, I will be writing about a Domestic related incident that was of a complex nature. which I played a significant role in. I was the officer in charge of the incident therefore, it was my responsibility to keep ownership of it, from the initial contact I made with the victim, to the investigation’s conclusion. Throughout this piece of writing, I will cover actions that I carried out whilst at scene. I will also look to critically evaluate the challenges that faced me when dealing with the incident. I will also include any strategies I used that were developed to deal with such complicated incidents. I will also be evaluating the support that I had provided to the victim and the witnesses throughout the investigation process. 

The incident was reported at the start of 2024, A young female (the victim) was reporting that her bedroom, part of a shared house, had be broken into and that items of clothing were ripped up and pieces of smashed glass were visible. The victim advised the call handler that it was carried out by her ex-partner. I responded to the call and headed to the address to speak to the victim and establish more details.  On arrival, the victim was visibly upset and crying, she was surrounded by a relative, her uncle and two of her house mates. As it transpires, the victim’s room was on the top floor of the house and the ex-partner lived in the same house, in a room on the floor below. They had been in a relationship for a year and a half and had only just recently broken up.
 
The victim had told me that her ex-partner had not taken the relationship ending, very well. One of the first challenges for me was to make sure that victim was safeguarded. During the time that I was present, the offender was not in the house. My main focus at that point was to get the victims statement. Domestic Violence is seen to be by those with morals as unacceptable in society. By criminalising domestic violence, it sets a purpose to try and deter people from committing the offences that lead to it (Edwards 1989; Stark 1993).
Being the victim of crime can affect a person because of the shock and put them in a state of distress (Kunst & Hoek 2023) After reassuring the victim and allow her time to get over the shock of what had transpired, I asked her about the events leading up to the incident. She advised me that she had gone out with a male friend earlier on in the day and made sure that her room was locked. On the way out she had passed her ex-partner, and he was shouting abuse and derogatory comments at the victim and her male friend whilst filming them. She had then returned in the afternoon by herself, to find that her room door lock had been broken. 

Once inside the room, the victim said that a lot of her clothing had been ripped up and thrown on the floor. A wine bottle that was only bought the day before and unopened smashed and wine all over her bed. Items that she had bought her ex-partner had been conveniently placed on her bed, leading the victim to suspect that it was him. She was so upset that she ran downstairs and told her housemates, they advised her to call the police and she also called her uncle.
I asked the victim if they would be willing to provide a statement and support police prosecution, they were willing to do so. Although at first they were reluctant to do so, which I will explain in more detail later on. This was the start of my investigation process, the initial offence I would be looking to investigate from the information I had already been provided was for Domestic related Burglary.

Domestic Burglary is an issue that effects every nation across the globe, and it can have a negative impact on an individual because of the traumatic experience. A person’s home is generally regarded as their safe space (Kunst & Hoek 2023). In addition to this, when providing the statement, the victim disclosed other offences that the ex-partner and suspected offender had committed. The way that she was describing their relationship was not healthy and the way in which the offender would act towards the victim, suggested so. The victim was also starting to feel isolated from family and friends because of this. 

The offender would also allegedly control the amount of food portions the victim would have during mealtimes, when they would cook together. For me as the investigator I could tell that the alleged behaviour being carried out by the offender was amounting to an offence of Controlling Coercive Behaviour (CCB).  CCB was introduced as an offence under the Serious Crimes Act (2015). The act recognises CCB as a series of behavioural patters that force the power dynamics in a relationship to be one sided (Bishop & Bettinson, 2017).
The victim also made it clear that they and the offender had broken up around two months prior to this report to the police, she had had the offender to cease contacting her. However, he would regularly walk into her room when the door was unlocked, and she was in there. He would also keep phoning her and texting her and her on social media. Again, this added another offence to the investigation of stalking and harassment. Although, as individual acts, they may not have been criminal, as a collection of acts they may cause someone to be scared and fearful for their own personal safety (Catalano 2012).

After obtaining the statement from the Victim I had to make sure that they were properly safeguarded.  The definition of abuse is broad and can spreads across a wide range of actions, the nature of abuse can also be subjective (Department of Health 2000b). So I could investigate the incident further and take appropriate action in relation to my next steps, I used the National Decision Making Model (NDM) as a guide. The NDM has 6 elements to it, making it what it is, they are;
1. “Code of Ethics; Ethical policing principles and Guidance for ethical and professional behaviour in policing. 
2. Gather information and intelligence.
3. Assess threat and risk and develop a working strategy.
4. Consider powers and policy.
5. Identify options and contingencies.
6. Take action and review what happened”. ( College of Policing 2024)

I remained professional whilst in attendance at the incident and I used what the victim had told me to gather information about the offender and intelligence that he had been using social media, texting and calling her repeatedly. This allowed me to Assess the threat and risk that the offender possesses and what the victim could be subject to further. I then considered policy surrounding domestic related incidents which then enabled me to identify options and contingencies and act.

The victim advised me that she was to move back home with her parents which was out of the force area, further safeguarding her. As the victim living in the same building as the offender was a challenge facing me which was easily resolved. I asked the victim if she would consent to me sharing information with partner agencies, about what she told me in her statement by means of a Public Protection Notification (PPN). She said yes, which means that agencies such as women’s aid would reach out and offer additional support. Women’s Aid would tailor support to the needs of the victim (Womes Aid).
With the victim safeguarded, needed to make sure I took advantage of the ‘Golden Hour’ time frame to achieve best evidence.  The focus at this stage was the Victims bedroom for forensic opportunities. I called for Crime Scene investigations attendance. Whilst they were working inside the victims room, I carried out House to House enquiries and took statements from the housemates and victims uncle.
Whilst I was still at the property, the offender returned and was subsequently arrested for the alleged offences that were disclosed to myself by the victim. 

I then considered my powers and decided to carryout a search of the offenders’ room under section 32 (2b) of PACE 1984.  Police constables can carry out this search after a person arrest for an indictable offence, if the constable believes they could be a danger to other. It gives us the power to enter their property and search for items related to the offence (Lexisnexis). As a result of this search, I seized the offenders mobile phone and booked it in as evidence, due to what was previously disclosed by the victim. I then conveyed the offender to custody to book him in. As I was the officer in charge of the case, I then had to collate every piece of evidence I had, including all the statements and build a case file for the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS).

One of the difficulties I faced whilst at the scene was in relation to the victims initial reluctance to provide a statement, and saying that sometimes she was to blame and she was scared of potential repercussions. However, being able to understand a victim not wanting to support prosecution is needed as it will help with creating strategies to maintain victim cooperation (Hart 1996).  I explained to the victim that I could appreciate how she was feeling but. I was there to help. I talked to her about the help and support I would look to get her via the PPN referrals, and additional support from the Domestic Victim team we have within South Wales Police.  I also went through the number of special measures we have in place if the case got to court such as privacy screen and video link options. She would not need to see the offender face to face again. And I explained that we could look to apply for a restraining order. This helped ease her concerns. In this instance there has been no physical violence towards the victim but sometimes the Controlling Coercive Behaviour and psychological abuse comes before the violence (Wilson et al. 1995). I made sure completed all safeguard referrals as part of my working strategy to make sure that I was doing everything I could for the victim.  Preventing any opportunity for physical harm to take place, going forward.

Another potential difficulty whilst at the scene that I was facing, was locating and arresting the offender. As he was not present, I would normally, call them directly, call/visit known associates or place of work etc. However, before I got to carry out these enquiries, the offender returned to the address. As mentioned, he was subsequently arrested. His landlord was subsequently contacted by the victim regarding the incident and his tenancy was not renewed and the offender was told to move out.

One challenge that I could have faced was if the victim decided to withdraw their support for prosecution. Hoyle (1998) discovered that a lot of female victims withdraw their statements before the offender is charged or not long after providing them to police. Some victims of Domestic Violence are happy for police intervention just to resolve the immediate situation and not the abuse long term (Hoyle 2013). However, the victim remained on board, the case is currently with the Crown Prosecution Service, and they are looking to charge for the burglary and the CCB. I feel that this was due to my regular victim updates and information on the progress of the case as well as the support referrals I made for them.

This was one incident of many that I have attended and played a significant role. No incident comes without challenges that I face as a first responder.  I acted within the best of my ability and remembered my training to help me tackle the challenges that I faced, along with the National Decision-Making model.  I had dealt with incident as effectively as I could whilst on scene and I ensured that I did everything I could to safeguard the victim and provide them with opportunity for further support from other services as well as the Domestic Violence team, within South Wales Police. By dealing with the incident professionally and effectively at the time and continuously keeping in contact with the victim and making sure they felt and were supported, this led to a positive result. Not all cases will end like this one did but all I can do is try to provide the best service daily to achieve similar positive results, in the future.


Word count - 2118







Task 2 Option 2: 


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Policing Communities

Criminal justice faces ever more challenges from society. While official figures show a drop in police recorded crime in the UK the distribution of crime shows a more complex pattern with violent crime showing a rise. 

Regarding community policing chose an incident that you have attended that presented a complex issue for the community, and that you played a significant role in providing a response.


	
 Critically evaluate a range of interventions that you have employed to promote community engagement that assisted in resolving the issue. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 
















Task 2 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

The police are the lead agency for collision investigation and have the primary duty to investigate and establish the circumstances that have led to road deaths and life changing injuries.

Describe a serious collision that you attended and in which you took a significant role (e.g., initial reporting officer, scene manager, lead investigator).

	
Critically evaluate the evidence base that you dealt with and strategies that could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 4


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Information and Intelligence

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.



	 
Critically analyse an investigation, that you have led, commenting on the effectiveness of the National Intelligence Model and the importance of the role played by cross border cooperation in relation to your information and intelligence. 
Reference how effective information and intelligence was used within your operation, and how you used specialist intelligence roles to support your complex investigation.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)






Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 5

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Conducting Investigations

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.


	
Critically evaluate the processes employed in a complex investigation you have been involved in, and the fast-track actions that you have utilised.


Evaluate the support you have provided to victims, witnesses, and offenders (where appropriate) during a complex investigation and reference the management of your own personal values and attitudes in relation to this.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





Answer: 
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