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AIM(S)
· To provide students with a systematic understanding of the content, context, cultural, historical and theological importance of a selection of medieval hagiographical texts relating to the Celtic regions and encourage them to critically  evaluate the main theories and concepts that have been proposed in relation to these texts.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· demonstrate a detailed knowledge and appreciation of a selection of medieval hagiographical texts relating to the Celtic regions;
· be able to analyse, interpret and evaluate specific examples of primary medieval sources and the hypotheses proposed about these texts in a range of secondary sources;
· be able transmit their understanding and knowledge of key aspects of these texts in written coursework.

INDICATIVE CONTENT
· In this module students will briefly consider the pre-Christian background to Celtic spirituality and the concept of the ‘druid’ as well as the worship of multiple deities. They will be encouraged to critically evaluate the variety of different viewpoints that have been proposed in relation to ‘Celtic Spirituality’ and ‘Celtic Christianity’ and consider the enduring appeal and popularity of these terms. They will be encouraged to query the validity of the concept of the ‘Celtic Church’ and consider any similarities and differences between religious and monastic practices in the Celtic regions and how these evolved over time. The module will trace the development of hagiography as a genre and consider the evidence for a number of saints’ cults in the Celtic regions (for example Patrick, Brigit, Kentigern, David, Winefride, Dwynwen, Illtud, Non and Petroc). The module will consider a range of literary texts that accrued to saintly characters; the circumstances that led to their production; the sources upon which hagiographers drew; and their function within both secular and ecclesiastical politics. In addition to Latin and vernacular vitae (in translation), the module will draw together an extensive range of sources including medieval poetry, holy wells, toponymic evidence, church dedications, relics, oral traditions and visual representations. The module will consider the veneration of regional, lesser-known saints, as well as local dimensions to the cults of the universal saints of Christendom (for example the Virgin Mary, St Anne and Mary Magdalene). Examples of vernacular hagiography venerating international saints in Wales and Ireland will be considered and how Holy Scripture influenced some native saints’ Lives. The religious and theological implications of saints’ Lives as well as the use they made of folklore, oral traditions and literary motifs will also be discussed.

Study Time Allocation

The study time for the module is divided as follows:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	
	

	Independent learning
	
	

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1
(Tick one)
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	essay
	5,000 words 
	100%






Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%



INDICATIVE READING LIST



	Module Code
	HPCS5007

	Module Title
	Celtic Sanctity and Spirituality: Hagiography and Saints’ Cults

	Classification
	Reading List entry
	Electronic*

	Essential
	Stephen Boardman, John Reuben Davies and Eila Williamson (eds), Saints’ Cults in the Celtic World (Woodbridge: Boydell Press, 2009)
	☐


	Essential
	Jane Cartwright (ed.), Celtic Hagiography and Saints’ Cults (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 2003)
	☐

	Essential
	Oliver Davies and Thomas O’Loughlin, Celtic Spirituality (New York: Paulist Press, 1999)
	☐

	Essential
	Wendy Davies, ‘The Myth of the Celtic Church’ in N. Edwards and A. Lane (eds), The Early Church in Wales and the West (Oxford: Oxbow Monographs 16, 1992), 12-21.
	☒


	Essential
	Saints in Wales website www.welshsaints.ac.uk
	☒


	Essential
	S. Baring-Gould and J. Fisher, The Lives of the British Saints, 4 vols (London, Cymmrodorion, 1907-13).


	☒

	Further
	A. Berghölm, Understanding Celtic Religion Revisiting the Pagan Past (Cardiff: university of Wales Press, 2015)
	☒


	Further
	Steve Boardman, ‘The Survey of Dedications to Saints in Medieval Scotland’, The Innes Review 59 (2) (2008, 189-191
	☒


	Further
	Ian Bradley, Celtic Christianity: Making Myths and Chasing Dreams (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1999)
	☐


	Further
	Dauit Broun and Thomas Owen Clancy, Spes Scotorum: Hope of Scots; Saint Columba, Iona and Scotland (Edinburgh: T & T. Clark, 1999)
	☐


	Further
	Jane Cartwright, Feminine Sanctity and Spirituality (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 2008)
	☐


	Further
	Jane Cartwright, The Cult of St Ursula and the 11,000 Virgins (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 2016)
	☒


	Further
	Thomas Charles-Edwards, Early Christian Ireland (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000)
	☒


	Further
	Peter B. Ellis, The Druids (London: Constable, 1994)
	☒


	Further
	Miranda Green, ‘The Druids in Classical Literature’ in Miranda Green, Exploring the World of the Druids (London: Thames and Hudson, 1997), 39-53
	☒


	Further
	David Howlett, Muichú Moccu Macthéni’r ‘Vita Sancti Patricii’ Life of Saint Patrick (Dublin: Four Courts Press, 2006)
	☐

	Further
	Karen Jankulak, The Medieval Cult of St Petroc (Woodbridge: Boydell, 2000)
	☐

	Further
	T. O’Loughlin, St Patrick: The Man and His Works (London: The Triangle, 1999)
	☐

	Further
	A. W. Wade-Evans (ed.and trans.) Vitae Sanctorum Britanniae et Geneaologiae (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 1944).
	☐

	Further
	Jane Webster, ‘A Dirty Window on the Iron Age? Recent Developments in the Archaeology of Pre-Roman Celtic religion’ in K. Ritari and A. Bergholm (eds), Understanding Celtic Religion Revisiting the Pagan Past (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 2015), 121-154
	☒


	Further
	J. Wyn Evans and Jonathan Wooding (eds), St David of Wales: Cults, Church and Nation (Woodbridge: The Boydell Press, 2007)
	☒





