
Erin Folan
[bookmark: _GoBack]Student: 1920837



1. Assess the role of community policing in fostering and maintaining community cohesion. (2000 words)

This essay will assess the role of community policing in fostering and maintaining community cohesion. It will look at community engagement and how policing practise can impact the community. It will look at the meaning of community cohesion and the key principles of community engagement. 

 Community policing is led by the local neighbourhood policing teams. Neighbourhood policing teams are a group of officers whose role is to focus on problems that are affecting the local community, to build relationships between the police and the community and achieve community cohesion by engaging with their community. ‘This two-way communication should then lead the community engagement, and the development of trust between the local community and their local police service’ (Bryant, 2020). Essentially their aim is to build a good relationship with the communities they serve in order to prevent and reduce crime and maintain public confidence and community cohesion. 

‘There is no one agreed definition of community cohesion. However, definitions focus on the relationship between the individual, their community and wider society. They also focus on providing opportunities for people to interact, work together, develop positive relationships and make a contribution to their community’ (NASUWT, 2021). Neighbourhood Policing teams work hard to achieve community cohesion. Community cohesion is vital within policing, if the public lose confidence and trust in their police force, it can lead to events such as the Brixton Riots. The 1981 Brixton riot or Brixton Rising was a confrontation between the Metropolitan Police and protesters in Lambeth, South London, England, between 10 and 12 April 1981. The main riot on 11 April, dubbed "Bloody Saturday. 

Brixton in South London was an area with serious social and economic problems. The whole United Kingdom was affected by a recession by 1981, but the local African-Caribbean community was suffering particularly high unemployment, poor housing, and a higher than average crime rate. Around this time there had been a growing unease between the metropolitan police and some of the community of Lambeth. In April 1981 the metropolitan police began a plain clothes operation called ‘operation swamp 81’. Over a period of five days, officers stopped and searched over 900 people. The community felt that the police were disproportionately using their powers against black people. 

Tensions came to a head when a police officer tried to help a black male who had been stabbed by placing him in the back of his police vehicle in order to get him to hospital quickly, rumours quickly spread within the community that the police officer had in fact caused the males injuries and accused him and subsequently the metropolitan police force  of police brutality. Hundreds of members of the public began to congregate on Brixton high Street, where they began to throw bricks and glass bottles at officers, several local businesses, police vehicles and private vehicles were set alight. During the disturbances, 299 police were injured, and at least 65 members of the public, 61 private vehicles and 56 police vehicles were destroyed. 28 premises were burned and another 117 damaged and looted. 82 arrests were made.  

After such disturbances the inevitable examination of the causes usually results in recommendations to improve dialogue between the community and the police. The lack of partnership approaches in the 1980’s was criticized, and various reforms in policing were proposed to support the building of partnerships and community engagement. (Bryant 2020, pg. 155). 

These underpinning influences provided in incentive for changes in policing. An example of this is the introduction of 'The police Reform Act 2002’. This act included the introduction of Police Community Support Officers also referred to as PCSO’s. PCSO’s are civilian members of staff who work along side police officers, they are not sworn in and do not hold the power of arrest, however they have been assigned certain powers to assist them in their role which is primarily to tackle Anti-social behaviour and engage with the community. ‘Police Community Support Officers’ act as a key liaison point between local communities and policing. Publicly facing, they provide a visible, accessible and approachable uniformed presence in the community to offer reassurance, defuse situations with threats of conflict, improve confidence and trust, gather information and foster good community relations’ (College of policing, 2021).

Police community support officers are a vital role within any neighbourhood policing team, they wear a uniform similar to a police officer’ uniform, however it is clearly labelled with ‘PCSO’. They are often referred to as the ‘eyes and ears’ of the neighbourhood policing team. PCSO’s conduct most of, if not all their patrols on foot. This allows them to be visible in the community and allows members of the public easy access to speak with an officer. PCSO’s main role is engagement, through engaging with members of the community PCSO’ can build good relationships and connections within the community. This enables the PCSO to gather information and intelligence. This is turn can work towards detecting and preventing crime. This also leads to public trust and confidence which means the public will be more likely to report crime and support police investigations. 

Engagement is the key to working towards community cohesion. ‘Without the cooperation of the public, policing in developed democracies would become essentially unworkable. In simple terms, the police service would cease to function without the active support of the communities it serves. Evidence has shown that effective community engagement, targeted foot patrols and collaborative problem solving can significantly increase public confidence in policing activity.’ (College of policing, 2013)
The College of Policing set out ‘Engaging communities’ guidelines.’ These include, but not limited to 
· officers, staff and volunteers being responsible for and having a targeted visible presence in neighbourhoods
· a clearly defined and transparent purpose for engagement activities
· regular formal and informal contact with communities
· working with partners (eg, by identifying communities and sharing arrangements for engagement)
· making available information about local crime and policing issues to communities
· engagement that is tailored to the needs and preferences of different communities. 
This guideline is underpinned by Section 34 of the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 which provides a legal requirement for chief officers to make arrangements to consult with the public in each neighbourhood, provide local information about crime and policing and hold regular public meetings. (College of Policing, 2021).
Neighbourhood policing teams and PCSO’s engage with their communities by a number of different means, this could be targeted foot patrols where they know there are issues within that specific area, as stated in Blackstones, 2020 Foot patrol  ‘continues today as a positive activity which is strongly supported by the general public. Today this preventative measure and high visibility approach to protecting local neighbourhoods is still an entrenched feature of contemporary British policing’ (Bryant, 2020. Pg. 156).   Officers also hold meetings which they refer to as a ‘surgery’ this would be advertised via leaflets, and social media accounts. This gives members of the public the opportunity to attend and speak with an officer in person where they can discuss their concerns. ‘The process of enabling citizens and communities to participate in policing at their chosen level is known as engagement. This ranges from providing information and assurance, to empowering them to identify and implement solutions to local problems and influence strategic priorities and decisions’ (College of Policing, 2013). 
Social media is now a key means for the public to view and share information. Police forces have also adopted this means as a way of engagement. Social media is now embedded in all police forces in England and Wales. It allows police forces to reach a wider audience quickly.

Evidence has indicated that the potential benefits of effective community engagement include:
· an increase in public perceptions of safety
· a tendency towards a reduction in disorder and anti-social behaviour
· an increase in confidence and trust, and in community perceptions of the police (see engagement and police legitimacy)
· an improvement in police officers’ attitudes and job satisfaction.
All of these benefits can have a positive impact on the ability of the police to tackle crime and anti-social behaviour. (College of Policing, 2013). 
When the public feel listened to and has trust in their police force this in turn creates community cohesion. ‘Promoting community cohesion involves addressing fractures, removing barriers and encouraging positive interaction between groups. Community cohesion is closely linked to integration as it aims to build communities where people feel confident that they belong and are comfortable mixing and interacting with others’ (local Government Association, 2021).
More recently, the College of Policing published a report on policing the community in 2015 which stressed the need for the police to work in partnership with communities. (Bryant, 2020 pg. 155). The college of policing developed a guideline’s, which they refer to as the ‘What works’ process. ‘ What Works supports and encourages greater collaboration across organisations with a shared aim of reducing crime. We do this by providing tools and resources that equip policing and other stakeholders to better access, understand and use research evidence in practice’ (College of policing, no date.)
The College of Police have further outlines the  ‘Confident Cycle’. The confidence cycle is the link between community engagement and increased public confidence in the police. It can facilitate a greater willingness for the public to cooperate with the police, thereby enriching intelligence collection.(College of policing, 2013). The cycle shows how collaborative product solving, addressed neighbourhood problems which increased confidence and trust in the police, this then develops community intelligence which directs activity though ‘the national intelligence model’ which drives community engagement which then leads to the ‘Neighbourhood priorities’ that are set out for neighbourhood policing teams to work towards improving for the community. This clear cycle shows the importance of engagement between the police and the community. 

This essay has assessed the role of community policing in fostering and maintaining community cohesion. It has looked at community engagement and how policing practise can impact the community positively. It has also outlined the meaning of community cohesion and the key principles of community engagement. Furthermore, it has also outlined the negative impact that lack of community engagement and cohesion can have on communities, this included information on the Brixton Riots 1981. It has outlined more recent changes, such as ‘The Police Reform Act 2002’ and discussed methods of engagement and looked at ‘Confident Cycle’. 
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Evaluate the Disruption Options Available to Target Criminal Activity on the Road Network
(2000 Words)

This essay will evaluate the disruption options available to target criminal activity on the road network, it will also identify different forms of criminal activity conducted via the road networks. 
The UK road network transcends the local geographical boundaries of police forces facilitating the movement of people and goods throughout the United Kingdom.  Unfortunately, that which is good for the public and business is also advantageous to criminals who use the road network to move between police forces committing crime’(Gov.uk,2020). The road networks in England and Wales are clearly used by criminals in order to facilitate their criminal activities. This includes serious organised crime groups, ‘The definition of serious and organised crime, or SOC, can be given as people who have worked together for an extended period of time to plan, coordinate and conduct serious crime. These people are, more often than not, motivated to commit these serious crimes by the potential of financial gain.’ (crime stoppers, 2021). 
Serious Organised Crime groups often target the most vulnerable people in our communities to commit their crimes. An example of serious organised crime is ‘Child criminal exploitation’ this where the gang use children to help commit crimes. ‘Child criminal exploitation is common in county lines and occurs where an individual or group takes advantage of an imbalance of power to coerce, control, manipulate or deceive a child or young person under the age of 18’ (Gov.uk, 2020). One of these methods is known as ‘County Lines’. “County lines is a term used to describe gangs and organised criminal networks involved in exporting illegal drugs into one or more importing areas within the UK, using dedicated mobile phone lines or other form of “deal line”. They are likely to exploit children and vulnerable adults to move and store the drugs and money and they will often use coercion, intimidation, violence (including sexual violence) and weapons. (Gov.uk, 2020). 
Another form of criminal activity on the roads is ‘Drug Trafficking’. Most forms of illegal drugs originate from overseas and are then trafficked into the UK via various routes, including: Container Shipping, Vehicle traffic from Europe, light aircrafts and even Airline passengers. When the drugs have arrived in the UK via these means it is inevitable that the Uk’s Road Networks will be used in order to get the drugs to their intended destination. ‘Crime associated with drug trafficking is very often violent, with direct links to the criminal use of firearms and gang feud knife attacks, and traffickers frequently exploit young and vulnerable people’ (NCA,2021). Which is why disrupting this kind of criminal activity is so important. 
The road networks are not just used by major or serious organised crime but are also used by everyday road users who commit offences on the road. This includes minor traffic offences such as a vehicle not being insured to drive on a public road, to more serious offences such driving whilst over the prescribed limit of alcohol or drugs.  Study has shown that road users committing drink or drug driving offences have recently increased since the COVID-19 pandemic which led to a national lockdown. ‘During the first few months of lockdown despite the closure of pubs, restaurants and bars, drink driving cases across the UK were on the rise. This has been linked to the increase in people drinking at home. Despite lockdown, two of Wales’ four police forces recorded an increase in the number of drink-drive arrests between March and July this year compared to the same period last year’ (SYNlab, 2020). 
Historically drug driving offences have been harder for officers to identify on the roadside compared to drink driving, since a person under the influence of drugs is not always as obvious as a person who is intoxicated.  However more recently police forces in England and Wales have been issued with a ‘Drug Wipe’ device which allows a Police officer to request a saliva sample from a suspect on the roadside, the test will give a result of positive or negative for substances such as cannabis or cocaine. Interventions such as this are taking drivers off the road who are putting themselves and members of the public at risk. 
Police forces have a dedicated Roads Policing unit, Gwent Police have a ‘Roads policing and specialists operations’ unit. As stated on ‘The Beat’ ‘We have responsibility for policing main arterial routes around Gwent and responding to serious and fatal road traffic collisions. We are able to pursue vehicles using TPAC (Tactical Pursuit and Containment). We also have officers trained in additional driving skills such as Police Motorcyclists, VIP Drivers, HGV Drivers and Police Driver Trainers. We will support the European and United Kingdom Road Safety initiatives. (The Beat, 2021).  
Polices forces also work collaboratively with other partners and agencies to target criminal activity on the road. This includes the ‘Driver and vehicle standards Agency (DVSA) and ‘Driver and vehicle licensing agency’ (DVLA). This is mostly done by a planned operation, an example of this is ‘Operation Utah’ which is regularly run by Gwent police and partner agencies. ‘Operation Utah – a multi-agency day of action – is designed to identify and tackle road users putting other motorists at risk – either by driving illegally or by driving vehicles not up to a safe standard.’ (Gwent Police, 2021). Operation Utah was most recently run in September 2021, where Gwent Police officers worked alongside partners such as the DVSA, Go Safe, and The national vehicle crime intelligence service. Over 40 vehicles were stopped, four drivers arrested for drink or drug drive offences, nineteen drivers were issued a traffic offence ticket and four vehicles seized for no insurance. 
Proactive operations such as ‘Operation Utah’ are created following the police force receiving intelligence. The National intelligence model is a framework concerned with using intelligence to determine key priorities for policing. ‘The tasking and coordinating process, overseen by the tasking and coordination groups. This determines the operational response to crime and disorder and prioritises intelligence requirements e.g. identifying car crime hot spots.’ (Bryant, 2020. Pg.536). This allows police forces to better prepare and target areas or persons that have been identified as involved with criminal activity. 
Technology can transform how the police tackle criminality on the roads. It can also assist in counter-terrorism activity. Technology available to forces to disrupt criminality can include the use of Automatic number plate recognition (ANPR), CCTV, Vehicle tracking devices, smart water, average speed cameras as well as Roadside finger printing (Project lantern),  ‘Ten forces around the UK will be taking part in the trial, which relies on personal digital assistants being linked to national fingerprint databases via GPRS mobile networks. The project is being managed by the Police Information Technology Organisation (PITO) and aims to speed the time it takes for officers to confirm the identities of drivers at the roadside. (Techtarget, 2006). This enables the police officers to identify offenders quickly, thus making the roads and communities safer. 
The use of ANPR is also a vita tool that Police forces use to disrupt criminal activity on the roads. It is an effective was of identifying vehicle and running them through the police national computer to see if the vehicle has been matched with any wanted, missing or intelligence markers. It is a proactive policing tool for response policing and investigations, which can prevent crime by targeting criminals through their use of the roads.
ANPR:
· automatically reads vehicle registration marks (VRMs), allowing these details to be compared against database records
· provides a tactical option to disrupt, prevent and detect criminal activity and, by doing so, helps to increase public confidence
· identifies a vehicle of interest based on the number plate it is displaying, but such identification should not replace thorough investigative enquiries and officer discretion. (College of policing, 2019)
As stated by the college of Policing, ‘ANPR data, when considered with other sources of information, such as crime and incident data, intelligence, CCTV and DNA data, can provide material which supports the overall direction of an investigation or specific lines of enquiry.’ (College of Policing, 2021) ANPR can also assist officers in their investigations for example, if a suspect is under investigation for a crime such as suppling drugs, officers can conduct historic checks on ANPR which will show that vehicles previous journeys. This information will be analysed by the forces analyst who will highlight when a trend, series or hot spot has been identified. Further to this, a more basic searches can be conducted by Police officers on the ground, an example of this would be to do check ANPR cameras for stolen vehicles as well as trying to locate a high-risk missing person. 
In order for a Roads Policing officer to carry out their role efficiently they need to be highly trained in driving. A Roads Policing officer undertakes an advanced driving course. The focus for advanced police driving/riding is to develop existing competencies and skills to a higher level than that expected in the standard/response module.
Advanced drivers/riders are predominantly deployed in a roads policing patrol vehicle, an armed response vehicle or unmarked police vehicles used by surveillance officers. (College if policing, 2020). The vehicle’s used by Roads policing are higher powered than the vehicles used by response officers who have completed the ‘standard’ driving course. The vehicles need to be higher powered due to the nature of the role, which not only consists of driving fast roads but at times results in a police pursuit. A police driver is deemed to be in pursuit when a driver/motorcyclist indicates by their actions or continuance of their manner of driving/riding that:
· they have no intention of stopping for the police, and
· the police driver believes that the driver of the subject vehicle is aware of the requirement to stop and decides to continue behind the subject vehicle with a view to either reporting its progress or stopping it (College if policing, 2021).
For an officer to make the decision to peruse a vehicle they will always utilise ‘the National Decision-making Model’ ‘The NDM must be applied when consideration is being given whether to pursue a vehicle, and continually evaluated during the pursuit. The NDM provides a framework for recording command decisions and the rationale behind them’ (College of Policing, 2021). The decision to peruse a vehicle is not taken lightly due the risk of potential injury or damage. However, criminals and Serious organised crime groups do not want to be stopped by the police and will often fail to stop when requested to do so by an officer. Therefore, Roads Policing officers are highly skilled in pursuit prevention, Pre-emptive, preventive and resolution tactics. 
This essay has evaluated the disruption options available to target criminal activity on the road network. It has outlined many of the tactics used by ‘Roads Policing units’ This included the use of ANPR, pre-planned operation to proactively target offenders on the road. It has also looked at the advanced driving skills that are required of a roads policing officer in order to conduct their duties and apprehend offenders safely. This essay has also identified   different forms of criminal activity conducted via the road networks such as serious organised crime gangs who commit crimes such as Child criminal exploitation and county lines, and it also discussed traffic offences such as drink and drug driving. 
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