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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

Within the social work profession, safeguarding plays a significant role, as practitioners often work with some of the most vulnerable individuals in society, at crisis points in their lives (Carr & Goosey, 2019). Often the most at risk are children, and professionals have a legal duty to ensure they follow the correct legislative frameworks and policies to prevent harm to these individuals.
Internationally and across the UK legalisation upholds children’s rights. This legislation includes, The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989, The Human Rights Act 1998 and Equality act 2010. Ensuring that the child’s voice is heard, and they are supported to partake in decisions regarding their lives is documented throughout legislation and practice guidance, and practitioners should ensure that their work with children and their families has regard to this (Social care Wales, 11, 2017). However, in child protection cases this may not always be possible.
Within Wales, protection and well-being of children matters are devolved to Senedd Cymru, with the primary statutory role of safeguarding the welfare of children being undertaking by local authorities (Welsh Government, 2021). It is vital that social workers have the knowledge and understanding of the legislation that underpins their safeguarding role in order to act appropriately should the child protection issue or concern arise (Social Care Wales, 28, 2017).
While the Social Services Wellbeing Wales Act (SSWBA) 2014 acts as an overarching piece of legislation for social workers within Wales, the Children’s Act 1989 remains the principal piece of legislation in the safeguarding and promotion of children’s welfare. The act provides a legal framework for professionals while outlining their duties and responsibilities towards children and their families. These includes their obligation under section 130 to investigate disclosures regarding children at risk and making relevant enquires to determine if safeguarding action needs to be taken. 
Section 47(1) of the Children Act 1989 stipulates duties a local authority has to make enquiries, and to decide whether action is required. Such actions might result in a child becoming “looked after” by a local authority, either as a result of a local authority providing accommodation for the child (in accordance with section 76 of the 2014 Act) or following the making of a care order by the court (in accordance with section 31 of the Children Act 1989). National policies highlight that safeguarding is ‘everybody’s responsibility’ and should it be discovered that a child is a risk of, or has come to, harm, abuse or neglect, there is a duty to report these concerns to the local authority (Welsh Government, 2019).
Within the UK, over half a million children are victim to abuse every year (NSPPC, 2022). Types of abuse include physical, domestic, sexual, psychological or emotional and financial, organisational or institutional abuse, with children also being at risk of issues relating to modern slavery, drug and sex trafficking and forced marriage. Neglect is one of the most common forms of abuse and is described as “the persistent failure to meet a child’s basic physical and/or psychological needs” (Horwath & Platt, 2019). Knowledge about the damaging impact on a child’s wellbeing, health and future outcomes, is not only a crucial part of a social workers role but assists with early intervention and prevention (Horwath & Platt, 2019). 

Mention safeguarding boards

Word count: 540






	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

There are some noticeable differences between a practitioners safeguarding role and responsibilities when working with children and adults. Consent and capacity are two of these major differences and it can be challenging to navigate these issues, particularly in situations with older children. 

Within Wales the main underpinning legal framework for adults is the SSWBA 2014 and the Mental Capacity Act (MCA) 2005. Adults can make decisions for themselves in line with the presumption of capacity and can consent to interventions or withdraw consent even in such circumstances where they are placing themselves at risk of harm. An expectation to this is if the Mental Health Act 1983 applies. Section 2, 3, 46 and 136 give authority for individuals to be detained for treatment for varying periods of time, dependant on which section applies. For example section 136 of the Act gives the Police power to remove a person from a public place to a place of safety if they appear to be suffering from a mental disorder and to be in immediate need of care or control. 

Professionals must respect the autonomy of adults and their right to self-determination unless deemed to lack capacity (MCA, 2005). Where restrictions have been placed upon individuals they may then be subject to a Deprivation of liberty (Dols) under the Mental Capacity Act 2005. 

The legislation for Children is largely focused upon the Children’s Act 1989 and 2004 which underpin the safeguarding of children as well as SSWBA 2014. A “child” generally refers to people under the age of 18 (S.105). However, the MCA 2005 notes to an “adult (aged 16 or over)” This overlap can cause dilemmas when safeguarding young people between these ages where parents may have an overriding decision making power (Carr & Goosey, 2019). Unlike adults, children are generally deemed to not be able to make decisions for themselves and do not have the right to put themselves at risk. Parents and legal guardians therefore play a significant role the safeguarding and decision making process (Brammer, 2007)

Obtaining consent should be a vocal point of practice and can aid in maintaining relationships at points of crisis (Brammer, 2007). However, when working with children and their families this can be challenging. A parent may refuse to give consent under their parental responsibility right, the obtaining of their consent may place the child at further risk of harm or due their age/level of understanding, the child does not that the capacity to consent. Practitioners must use their own professional judgement in these situations and should adopt the Gillick competence and Fraser guidelines in determining if the child is competent/mature enough make certain decisions (NSPCC learning, 2022).
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