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The purpose of this assignment is to identify the deeper understanding of language and literacy in the development of young children. I will be discussing how settings promote and support language development and early literacy, including digital literacy by storytelling to children by relating the importance of literacy and digital literacy by reading stories and promoting how digital literacy and storytelling promotes children’s Oracy, reading and writing.  I will be supporting my research by linking to theorists, the New Curriculum (2022) and the National Literacy and Numeracy Framework (2013) to conclude information to help analyse the importance of storytelling. This will be achieved by referring to my previous storytelling piece which will support my research in explaining are there any differences in the approaches of storytelling and how the activity promotes children’s digital literacy skills. I will conclude the piece by gathering all the information to decide which way of storytelling is most beneficial for children to develop and benefit in reading and writing and how to promote and support digital competency in young children.

Reading stories to children is believed to be the simplest and most powerful experience to known yet is found to be misunderstood according to the National Literacy Trust (2020). Leavers (2019) argues that a happy child is one that can experience the world to its fullest and if the child has this then they have the base to be able to deep learn and develop with language and literacy. He states that having a high level of involvement and wellbeing is the perfect recipe for success in children’s development as they are able to reach their maximum potential.  Research shows parents struggle to find time to read to their children due to busy lifestyles and state reading to be a chore rather than a enjoyment to their lives. National Trust (2020) state in recent studies the emphasis on children reading as a skill is overtaking the enjoyment of reading a book. Reading can benefit children in many ways in their development cycle. Giving children their full attention by reading them a story is proven to be calming and reassuring as the children feel reassured by their parents and are having their full attention. By reading to their children, it is believed to be the creator of a healthy relationship between parent and child and builds strong foundation for the family. Therefore, by reading you are opening discussions from lines from the story especially if there is repetition or rhyme. Story telling teaches children to internalise the imaginative world and language patterns and teaches children how to make up their own stories by referring to their imaginative bank and language patterns.  Environmental factors can often affect story time in recent studies, numerous factors could include too many siblings and not enough time to read to the children as busy lifestyles, books or no books in the house. Studies from the National Literacy Trust (2020) show that 1 in 15 children that are between 8-18 year do not have books at home in 2022, which means those children will struggle with language and literacy when they are at school. Skinner (2023) argues that children learn language from a very early age, but their development is influenced by the environment and the people they are surrounded by. Language is a complex skill that children need to learn and develop but to do so they will need guidance and guidance from peers. Skinner believes any behaviour can be shaped with the correct guidance and reassurance the children are able to thrive and develop.  Children are believed to imitate the parents’ language and when the children successfully attempt new words they are rewarded by praise and gestures which encourages the child to repeat and develop. However, Chomsky (2015) debates that language is biologically inherited. He believes that children are born with innate ability to learn language. 
The NLT (2020) state that children who enjoying reading for a pleasure are seen to perform better at school and a positive impact on their wellbeing. Farrant and Zubrick (2012) state that joint attention during parent and child reading plays a crucial role in the child’s early vocabulary development. According to Clay (2022) her theory is very similar too. Konstantellou and Lose (2009) argue that children construct their own understanding, they believe children have their own varying knowledge, reading and writing and that they are reciprocal and interrelated process, therefore referring to Clay (2022) the importance for children’s professionals to focus on what children know and what they need to learn next. It’s important that the professional can push their students to be able to problem solve when it comes to reading which allows the acquisition of new learning. This is called and used in a intervention called reading recovery.  Allington (2009) states that students lacking in early literacy skills need the most guidance in group instruction later. They believe if the children are not introduced to early literacy and reading recovery that they struggle.  
 Similarly, Vygotsky (2022) states children learn from their experiences by connecting what they know to new learning and states the importance of teaching professionals in teaching students to learn the connection with what they know and what they are leaning. This is implemented also in the New Curriculum (2022) which state that reading enables the children to acquire knowledge and build on what they know. Stating that children who do not know how to communicate, read or write fluently and confidently are effectively disenfranchised from participating as a member of society. As stated in the New Curriculum (2022) enabling positive experiences to promote language literacy in numerous languages encourages children to be confident, healthy individuals.  By doing so it enables the learners to express themselves effectively, be open to other people’s points of views and develop positive relationships in order to prepare children for the world.
This is done by reading fluency and comprehension. It is known to be a part of Vygotsky (2022) theories of reading. Frith (1985) agrees and states that children learn acquisition through stages that are developmental and associated with the children’s age and experience. Frith (1985) states that children learn through three stages which is logographic, alphabetic, and orthographic. For children to learn read they need to follow the three stages. Children develop by firstly learning how to identify cues as children might memorize words by their look or shape. Children acknowledge words by what they see in their environment for example if they were to see a M sign that is Mc Donald’s they would automatically think that M is for that, yet the word identification is not yet related to the letter sound knowledge.  Similarly, Vygotsky believes children develop language skills and grasp new concepts by talking and listening to each other whilst playing, when children have the chance to play it is believed that language and development build on each other as they are constantly using language to communicate, Mooney (2000). 

Digital Literacy is known to be beneficial for children to develop many skills including fine motor skills, critical thinking, and creativity. Giving children the experience to develop digital literacy ensures that the children develop and grow confident and competent in modern technology to be able to use in everyday life. According to UNICEF (2022) it is believed digital literacy is a central element children need to develop successfully in school, life and work. UNICEF (2022) framework states the importance of preparing children for school, work and life tasks that include digital literacy even if they are not online. The framework is put in place to ensure that all children learn to be both safe and empowered in the digital world.  Warscheur and Matuchniak (2019) state for any child to succeed in the 21st century it is compulsory and beneficial for a child to be digital literate to live comfortably. A blog written by the Cambridge University (2023) state the use of stories is a effective tool that meets the cognitive and emotional needs of the child. The use of mobile phones and digital activity have changed drastically over the last century and many ways of connecting with people present is through the art of technology. When relating to story time this can mean the possibility of making it even more engaging as Boerma et.al (2016) argue that using technology for story time will increase children’s understanding of the stories and make it more exciting for them. Findings shown that story time in the form of digital was much more beneficial as it helped the children build a more holistic understanding of the story instead of focusing on a particular part. Studies by Lin (2012) shows that children outperform as children have more focus. Furthermore Lin (2012) found that by reading stories in the digital forms ensures the children engage more deeper as they can visualise and using audio effects the teacher is able to explain a story easier.  By use of digital engagement, the children can learn the practical implications of storytelling and how engagement with technology can be useful and fun.
Many would argue the differences in storytelling by book and by digital as both activities have positive impacts on children’s wellbeing. The most important fact and point is that the children are been given the time to connect in story to develop emotionally and digitally.  In the video there is evidence showing the difference in reading book by hand and by digital content.  Klein (2023) argues that story telling by book Is more beneficial than digital form but when there is a child who has specific struggles like Dyslexia the digital form of story would be easier as reading books would be hard for them. Similarly Healthy Children’s organisation (2022) states that books offer a richer experience and higher quality illustrations than the digital form as the absorb a deeper understanding. Evidence shows from the activity recorded there is many positive impacts from both storytelling by book and by digital form. In the video there is evidence of rhyme, repetition and different voices are used to captivities the children’s attention. Stories which include rhyme have positive effects on children as it is believed to feed children’s minds with images, rhythms, and language. It also gives children pleasure as many children will know the same rhyme therefore little communities are created.  Listening to stories with rhyme and repetition will help develop children’s listening skills, vocabulary skills, phonemic awareness, and a love for books as the children will associate books with the love and affection. Evidence shows children are developing and learning new vocabulary and how to articulate words, modulate their voices and enunciate clearly when recite rhymes and sing song. Without realising they can experiment with their voice pitches, volume and voice inflection. Using gestures and voice changes when story telling enhances children’s experience. The use of the voice in storytelling brings excitement and creates suspense and drama but also it keeps the children engaged. It brings joy and fun for children and encourages them to learn new language but also encourage children to learn the meaning of the words by talking about the images and repeating familiar words and phrases. Corbett (2019) states that the vocabulary that children pick up is the words they often hear around them daily therefore repetition is important to early language development. Furthermore, early years practitioners should harness this notion as a basis for language learning and help them develop further as they know the level they are on and what they should learn next. He believes that children learn through stages and argues that there is three stages of talk for writing that include imitation, innovation, and invention.
To conclude it is clear to see that children benefit from both storytelling time and digital stories. Evidence shows in the world we live in currently the need and ability to be digital adequate is compulsory to fit in and to survive. The most important point is that the need for Storytime and bonding with parents is very beneficial from early age as it sets the tone and begins the babies brain development to begin to learn language and communication. Without communication and engagement the children are going to be behind therefore it is vital that the children are given opportunities to explore language and literacy through the form of storytelling and digital literacy to succeed.
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