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A Study of Significance of Wujiu 4 in the Book of Changes.

Aims and Obijectives:

Commentary on the Appended Phrases of the Book of Changes stated: ‘The Dao
involved here is so very great that its sustenance of everything never fails. It instills a
sense of fearful caution about things from beginning to end, and its essential purpose is to
permit people to be “without blame” (F44).’! Wujiu 4% as well as Ji & (good
fortune), Xiong [X| (misfortune), Hui & (regret), and Lin 3% (remorse) are divination
phrases used in Gua #} (hexagrams) and Yao 3¢ (lines) in the Book of Changes. While
the differentiation between auspicious and inauspicious may not be as pronounced as the

other four aspects, its importance can be demonstrated through the high frequency of

appearances in the hexagram and line texts. Throughout history, there have been various

ILynn, Richard John, The Classic of Changes: A New Translation of the | Ching as Interpreted by Wang Bi
(New York: Columbia University Press, 1994), p. 92



interpretations of the significance of Wujiu. However, its relationship with Yaowei <2 fir
(line positions) as well as how one should respond in various situations to be able to

achieve Wujiu are points deserving of further research and exploration.

Abstract (approximately 500 words):

Abstract

In ancient times, Book of Changes was primarily known as the book of divination,
and as a result, the divination phrases used in the hexagram and line texts were seen as
the terminology for determining good fortune, misfortune, gains, and losses. However,
since pre-Qin period, Confucianism began to emphasise the underlying principles and
wisdom within the hexagram and line texts. As a result, they began to mitigate the
divining aspect of the divination phrases and entwined the line positions and other
relevant factors, constructing its interpretive significance that centred around ethics and
morality. Wujiu, in contrast to other divination phrases, does not represent a definitive
judgment. However, it appears a total of 93 times throughout the hexagram and line texts
(approximately 21% in 64 hexagrams and 384 line texts combined), indicating its
significance. Therefore, this paper focuses on the Wujiu in the hexagrams and line texts in
the Book of Changes and seeks to explore its significance. It first compiles and organises
the interpretations of Wujiu from pre-Qin and various scholars, and then further analyses
the relationship between Wujiu and the line positions, as well as the conditions to attain

Wujiu.

This paper is segregated into four chapters:
Chapter 1 Introduction (1200 words)

Section 1 Research Aims and Objectives
Section 2 Literature Review

Section 3 Research Methodology
Section 4 Research Value

This chapter discusses the research aims and objectives, summarises the characteristics




and limitations of previous studies, describes the research procedures and methods, and

finally explains the anticipated research value and contributions.

Chapter 2 The Interpretation of Wujiu 5% (3000 words )

Section 1 Definition of Wujiu in Ancient China

Section 2 Definition of Wujiu in Book of Changes
This chapter first comprehensively studies the definition of Wujiu from a broader
standpoint (ancient China). Secondly, it examines the occurrence of the term Wujiu in the
hexagram and line texts of the Book of Changes, compiling the interpretations of Wujiu
provided by major scholars throughout history, and summarising the similarities and

differences in these interpretations.

Chapter 3 Wujiu and the Line Position Conditions (5000 words )
Section 1 The Relationship Between Wujiu and Line Positions
Section 2 Analysis of the Conditions for Wujiu
This chapter explores the significance of Wujiu by observing and organising its

relationship with line positions and the conditions for Wujiu.

Chapter 4 Conclusion (800 words)

By studying the definition of Wujiu, it becomes apparent that the concept of Wujiu
may not solely mean ‘success at repairing transgressions’ 2 as described in the
Commentary on the Appended Phrases. Through systematic summarisation of the various
contexts and conditions associated with Wujiu, we can better understand the importance

of Wujiu, avoiding mistakes in daily life, and embodying the spirit of being Wujiu.

2 Lynn, Richard John, The Classic of Changes: A New Translation of the | Ching as Interpreted by Wang
Bi, p. 50
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