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Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk529984539][bookmark: _Hlk530252995]Strategies of control in the dystopian text.
[bookmark: _Hlk530158966]The essay question is going to be explored in the novels and texts of Margaret Atwood’s The handmaid’s tale (1985) and Ursula K. Le Guin’s The Dispossessed (1974). Both novels are dystopian writings but from two very different perspectives. The handmaid’s tale plays out in a partly unrecognisable USA after a far-right Christian fundamentalist takeover, and The Dispossessed is science fiction, and the intrigue or plot is located on two different planets. In the selection of these texts, its also interesting to take note that the main character in The handmaid’s tale Offred is a woman and in The Dispossessed the main protagonist is Shevek, a man. Both books have a clear gender and feminist implication that could be expanded and studied with interest. However, for examining the text in this essay, we will look particularly at the different forms of control that both communities or societies in the novels are describing and exercised upon the main protagonists in each book. Firstly we will make a journey in each novel and explore the different styles of control in the social systems in the texts. We will further look at how the control mechanism subjects the protagonists into the needs of the system and why this systems of control are essential, what is the purpose in the broader context in the lives of our protagonists as presented by the authors. We will also in the essay compare the two novels strategies of control in their dystopian text and finally present a summation as an ending to this essay.





The Handmaid’s Tale (1985), Margaret Atwood. Strategies of control in the dystopian text.

Margret Atwood wrote this dystopian novel The Handmaid’s Tale in the early 1980s as a response to her genuine concern of the rise of the right-wing movement filtering the liberal capitalistic western system that always had been the way of the American society.
Offred, the novel's protagonist and narrator, tells of her life in recordings that give testimony of her life in the repressive Republic of Gilead, formerly part of the United States. She is a Handmaid, a fertile woman used for reproduction by couples unable to have children. 
“ It was after the catastrophe when they shot the president and machine-gunned the Congress, and the army declared a state of emergency. They blamed it on Islamic fanatics, at the time” (chapter 28).[footnoteRef:1]  Gradually all the democratic rights were stript away from people – woman being the first target. After that followed groups of  LGBTQ+ people (gender traitors), black people. We find ourselves in a dystopian world when all the traces of democracy, individual rights or human rights have been taken away and freedom no longer exist. People’s lives are controlled by fear, by warped ideas of religious interpretation mainly from the Old Testament in the Bible. Physical punishment is the will of God. Torture is being used as a control mechanism upon the truth ( Gods truth).  The dehumanising and suppression is an active and effective form of control and the fear that it creates gives a constant feeling of defencelessness and hopelessness in the population of Gilead. It is for many reasons difficult to resist Gods words, particularly when they are backed up by fear, punishment and torture. [1:  The Handmaid’s Tale p. 170-181] 

Reproduction has become increasingly difficult, and handmaids are used as fertile wombs for reproducing babies. It is a privilege for the higher ranks in the society amongst the Caucasian white men in the Commander class.  At the time for the intercourse, the wife is holding the handmaid while the man is impregnating her.
“It was in his power to make her the mother of children, but that he would think of some way or another of obtaining children for her, that might go for hers, but since no method occurred to him, she proposes one: behold my maid Bilhah, go in unto her, take her and use her as thy wife”.
( Genesis 30:3)
(page 103-104).[footnoteRef:2] The wives are often ridiculing the handmaids as “little whores”( chapter 19)[footnoteRef:3] The handmaids are living in constant surveillance; the way of greeting each other is “ under His eye”, meaning God is watching all the time. It is using religious terminology, but the more sinister interpretation is that the person is under surveillance all the time. The handmaids are not allowed to have either friends or visits.  [2:  The Bible Genesis 30:3]  [3:  The Handmaid’s tale  p 109-115] 

Gilead is a society where people have learned to monitor their behaviour in self-surveillance, fearing and guarding for the consequences of breaking any written or unwritten rules. The citizens of Gilead, as Atwood is describing It are living a life with the likelihood of being watched at all time. A friend or co-worker can be a spy. People are reminded by the “eye tattoo”, and the eyes are also the secret police. There is maybe in some way parallels to George Orwell dystopian novel  1984, the Big Brother and the constant surveillance. Fear is the most significant driving force in Gilead, and the primary motivator for the citizens is not mainly to live a full life, but to stay alive. 
In Handmaid's Tale, Atwood is creating a Cristian fundamentalist culture which uses interpretations of the Bible( like the Devil reads the Bible) ordering the citizens how to live and what rules to follow, and making a huge gender gap between the position of men and woman in the Gilead society.
Atwood outlines a dangerous and oppressive setting. The Handmaid's stroll to the supermarket accompanied by military control and surveillance have to some extent become part of living, the “new norm” in ordinary life and integrated with religious fundamentalism and twentieth-century knowledge and technology. Gilead’s twofold model of Christianity and institutionalised repression is substantiated in the trip to the graveyard. As Offred is standing and observing the bloody head on one of the bodies of many people killed by state ( p. 43).[footnoteRef:4]  People who are tortured and /or killed are visible reminders everywhere, and handmaids are also required to partake in stoning ceremonies of their friends. They are not only the ones that are being tortured they are also forced to be tortures. [4:  Handmaids Tale p 43] 

The total surrender that the Republic of Gilead demands is achieved by the most horrific and sinister methods of physical, psychological and emotional torture.


The Dispossessed ( 1974), Ursula Le Guin. Strategies of control in the dystopian text.

This piece of writing is going to focus on the different strategies of control on the two planets Anarras and Urras. Ursula Le Guin’s focus in The Dispossessed is not only upon Strategies of control, but it is a vital part as Le Guin is introducing two very different societies. 
Anarros that is anarchistic and Urras that is brutally raw capitalistic and in some way also related to Huxley’s Brave New World. This two planets Urras and Anarros have very different society and ways of managing their civilisation. Urras is rich but conflicted in many ways. Anarros planet is barren and unfruitful, and the society is anarchistic where people are equal and work together without hierarchy.
“Yes, and the strongest, in the existence of any social species are those who are the most social. In human terms the most ethical ( p.195).”[footnoteRef:5] [5:  The Dispossessed p.195] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Anarchy but also rebellion are the main themes in The Dispossessed. On planet Urras, there are three very dissimilar territories that are operated by two vastly different governments, one is A-lo and is a rich capitalistic state. Disharmony and turbulence pervade the planet. Although the privileges classes are not affected. Socialist state Tho where people suffer diseases and poverty. Anarchy is looked upon as something that has to be suppressed or crushed. 
On the planet Anarres that was created on the ideologies and values of anarchy. The society works without government, individual ruler or any organisation that drives the nation in Its interest.
Le Guin makes the argument through the representation of the dual planets that in a society established on the ideologies of anarchy, sooner or later some structure of control or ruler will eventually arise and take control over the land, and It is people. At that point, the true anarchist and revolutionary will make the voice in opposition. Le Guin further reasons that anarchy is the one instrument by which actual and real revolution or change is conceivable anywhere.
“There was a wall. It did not look important. It was built of uncut rocks roughly mortared”(chapter1) [footnoteRef:6] [6:  The Dispossessed P.5-24] 

For many ages coming and going there had not been anything in their sphere or wold of more significance than the wall. The novel starts off describing the wall that is the central symbol on 

Anarres. Its symbolic value reflects the isolation that preserves the experimentation in safety from foreigners. 
However, the wall is not only a symbol but also a central theme that likewise highlights the separations that in some ways reflects the social control of the anarchistic system. Borders and partitions are of significance on Anarres, and the physical borderlines of the wall act as a quarantine against foreigners to come close to the Anarres society. 
In the experiment of the anarchistic society, there is equality between the genders; there is also equality as a whole socially and in the society as a total. However, social equality does not, unfortunately, root out social control. Shevek, the main protagonist in The Dispossessed, is scientifically inclined and finds It somewhat difficult to rise as an Individual as It’can be seen as a threat to the collective working force on the barren planet of Anarres. As Shevek departs from Anarres for the planet Urras to develop as a scientist, he feels like a betrayer to the people of Anarres. Shevek becomes aware of the controlling limitations and the control of the system he is part of. 
Soon after the takeoff to Urras pressures starts to build up between the Urrasti crew and the Anarresti Defense. The Urrasti are ready to use power, which comes in the shape of their phallic-shaped weaponry meant to uphold domination. This kind of frightening  control system backed up with weapons is foreign on Anarres. Shevek was strapped down for takeoff, symbolically stripped of his freedom. The different control system between Anarres and Urras is clear to see. For Shevek its much of a new experience but he does not know how to translate what is going on, Its all new to him. He does not know how to mediate between the competitive and aggressive culture of Urras and the collective responsive people of Anarres.
The planet Urras is a heavenly-like place of plenty, but sadly only for the few. Blemished by bottomless inequality both economically as well socially. The elite upper classes live a life of pleasure and economic wealth, while the people of less privilege or at the bottom in the lower classes, are living in poverty and it is bursting with political unrest and rage over social unfairness. 
The people organise underground movements and attack the establishment in an anarchistic manner. It is banned for anyone to visit Anarres, or have any contact with are cause he or she fear It would power the anarchistic tendencies and designer for freedom. 













Conclusion - Strategies of control in the dystopian text.

The very idea of “Totalitarian Order” suggests control of society in all its aspects. In order to maintain that control on its citizen's different methods of control must be applied otherwise, an individual citizen might get their ideas and become unpredictable. It is applied in any ordered society in different degrees: for collectivity to function rules and regulations are seen to be necessary.
Here we are presented with several models of the control mechanism, some obvious and always present and not having any regards for any human rights and regarding its citizens only as a means to an end – and to achieve that end there are no limits of what cruelty, physical, emotional or mental and psychological will be employed. This is a dark reality where citizens of the Republic of Gilead live “under his eye”.
In Urras there are three differently organised societies, but the governing influence upon all of them is the mighty Capitalistic Totalitarian Urres entirely driven by power, greed and money. Here people in power,r with their unlimited desire for more power and possession become possessed entirely by their desire. Shevek sees that and in his mind concludes that they are prisoners more than anybody else since they do not even see that.
The Syndicalist Anarchistic society aimed to guarantee equality and individual freedom also develop its control mechanisms; they are just much harder to detect. The society believes itself to be close to perfect in those regards and that is its one great fault line because it makes it blind to its shortcomings. Here the control is not a system from some government but by people themselves. The very aspects of human nature that evolve to a type of social control that becomes stifling upon individual freedom. That very control causes Shevek to escape to Urras, although he later returns. After having experienced and seen life in the different type of societies he still sees that the type of control practised in Anarres is less harmful and can be kept under surveillance by citizens of Anarres.
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