Edward Ellis Textual commentary 
Dudo of Saint Quentin’s work the, Gesta Normannorum (Life of the Normans) was written as a propaganda piece to paint the Norman’s gaining territory in modern day Normandy in a positive light. This can be theorised from the fact that Dudo was writing his Gesta Normannorum about eighty to 100 years after Charles the (III) Simple of France and Rollo established the duchy of Normandy though the 911 Treaty of Saint-Clair-sur-Epte[footnoteRef:1]. Furthermore, in the first line of the given text Dudo clearly states that it is the “eight hundred seventy sixth year from the lord's incarnation[footnoteRef:2].” This adds to the belief that Dudo’s writing was a propaganda piece for the Norman rulers of the duchy of Normandy as it was written so long after the duchy was both formally established and even later after the date stated by Dudo in his Gesta Normannorum. The fact that Dudo was writing this long after the foundation of Normandy is so significant because it could possibly be because of the way the Normans originally gained the duchy of Normandy. This is important because the duchy of Normandy was founded as part of a peace deal between the French king Charles III and Rollo the Norseman. The deal that was outlined in the Treaty of Saint-Clair-sur-Epte was made to stop the Vikings from raiding France by giving them land to settle legitimately. This would link back to the given text as the section of Dudo of Saint Quentin talks about Rollo, the leader of the Norsemen, sighting the city of Rouen for the first time.  [1:  Hagger, Mark. ‘Confrontation and Unification: Approaches to the Political History of Normandy, 911–1035’ in History compass, (Oxford 2013) Vol.11 (6), pp.429-44 (p.429)]  [2:  Dudo of Saint Quentin, ‘Gesta Normannorum’, https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/source/dudu-stquentin-gesta-trans-lifshitz.asp [accessed 31.1.23]] 

The later section of the given text consists of a stanza of text in verse. This contrasts to the earlier section of the text which is purely prose text. The stanza of verse takes the guise of a vision that appeared to Rollo in a dream from God while he was back in Scandinavia. At this point it is important to note that Rollo was only baptised as a Christian as part of the terms of Treaty of Saint-Clair-sur-Epte in 911[footnoteRef:3]. Therefore it would be unlikely for the events to have happened directly as Dudo of Saint Quentin describes them and is much more likely to be a case of Dudo altering events so that Rollo and his Norman successors were painted in a positive light. There is no doubt that Rollo’s vision came from God as Dudo states that “Through Christ’s gift this town will flourish under your [Rollo’s] leadership[footnoteRef:4].” This is indicative of Dudo’s work being revisionist in nature when it comes to Rollo’s Christianity. It is clear that this was done to add another layer of legitimacy to the Duchy of Normandy as Rollo being led to the city of Rouen by a vison from God speaks volumes more for legitimacy in the eyes of Rouen’s citizens than the legal work of the Treaty of Saint-Clair-sur-Epte to establish the duchy. In addition to this, the portrayal of Rollo as a godly man seeks to wash out his pagan, Viking history as there is no mention of either his former religion, his homeland or what brought him to Normandy besides his godly vision. The closest mention to any of these that we get is “beyond the sea[footnoteRef:5],” this implication that Rollo isn’t from France is the only hint in the given extract from Dudo’s work of Rollo’s life before coming to France.  [3:  Hagger, Mark. ‘Confrontation and Unification: Approaches to the Political History of Normandy, 911–1035’ in History compass, (Oxford 2013) Vol.11 (6), pp.429-44 (p.432)]  [4:  Dudo of Saint Quentin, ‘Gesta Normannorum’, https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/source/dudu-stquentin-gesta-trans-lifshitz.asp [accessed 31.1.23]]  [5:  Ibid ] 

Furthermore, the verse section of the given text also helps build the idea of Normanitas, this can be seen though the latter part of the verse section there is a line that states “let the fierce wolf graze at the same time in the sheep's field[footnoteRef:6].” This links to the idea of Normanitas because the Normans being described as wolves is a common motif in looking at the Norman identity as it links to their partial heritage and prowess. An example of the Martial heritage is seen in the Gesta Francorum which describes the actions and events of the first crusade. The Gesta Francorum talks in detail about the martial prowess of the Norman participants of the first crusade with a great focus on Bohemond who is described as “Powerful in battle[footnoteRef:7].” This links to the idea of Normannitas as presented in the verse section in the given extract of Dudo of Saint Quentin because it shows that Bohemond and Rollo, who were both Normans, were both highly skilled in battle. This shows that the given extract is a valuable source when discussing the Normans as it not only illustrates the martial prowess of the Rollo and the early Normans but it also links this back to the idea of Normannitas while showing the religious journey of Rollo through his baptism.  [6:  Ibid ]  [7:  Anonymous, ‘Gesta Francorum’ https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/source/gesta-cde.asp#bohemund1 [accessed 1.2.23]] 

	The religiousness of Rollo and the early Normans is an important part of not only the given extract but also features heavily in the wider context of Dudo’s writing in the Gesta Normannorum. The importance of religion to Rollo can be seen during the prose section of the work which states “seeing the monastery of Saint Peter and reckoning the place to be holy[footnoteRef:8].” This illustrates the importance of religion to Rollo as during the year that is stated as being in the opening line of the given extract, 876, Rollo was a pagan and didn’t convert to Christianity until his baptism following the 911 Treaty of Saint-Clair-sur-Epte. This shows that the given extract of Dudo’s work is a valuable source when trying to understanding Rollo and the early Normans as it acts in a manner almost akin to whitewashing when it talks of Rollo’s religion. An example of this is when it talks of Rollo recognising the holiness of the city of Rouen and almost being drawn there as Dudo’s work speaks of Rollo “forsaking the bed of the River Schelde[footnoteRef:9]” this implies that Rollo and his peers felt compelled to leave the Schelde river despite there better judgment. The evidence for this comes from the word “forsaking” which means to abandon or leave. Therefore, it is clear to see that Rollo and his companions abandoned the place they previous were for this holy city that Rollo was shown in a dream. 	In the wider context of Dudo’s Gesta Normannorum Rollo’s Christianity is a key factor as Dudo’s work is one of the only sources that claims Rollo took the baptismal name of Robert. This makes Dudo’s Gesta Normannorum a valuable source in the study of Rollo and the early Normans because it plays heavily into the religious aspect of Rollo’s arrive in Rouen and seeks to add legitimacy to the founding of the Duchy of Normandy.  [8:  Dudo of Saint Quentin, ‘Gesta Normannorum’, https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/source/dudu-stquentin-gesta-trans-lifshitz.asp [accessed 1.2.23]]  [9:  Ibid.] 
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