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AIM(S)

· To explore key theories which have been influential in understanding cognitive development.
· To introduce students to a range of contexts that facilitate and support learning.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:
· Demonstrate knowledge of a range of learning theories and understand how they influence current education practice.
· Understand how the outdoors and out of school learning opportunities can facilitate the development and enhancement of knowledge and skills as part of planned curriculum and assessment procedures. 
· Discuss and evaluate learning contexts. 
· Organise their knowledge and learning through the use of a range of information sources including ICT and present their work at the appropriate level.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

· Learning theory and theorists;
· Skinner
· Piaget
· Montessori 
· Bruner
· Vygotsky 
· Preferred learning styles 
· Multiple intelligences
· Early years and the role of play 
· An identification of key theoretical perspectives underpinning outdoor learning
· Learning contexts

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

Lectures will introduce the students to the concepts, principles and practices. Practical examples will be used to support the application, discussion, and critical evaluation of subject knowledge learned. 
The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:


	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	30
	15

	Independent learning
	170
	85

	Placement learning
	0
	0

	TOTAL
	200
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1 – 100%
Group presentation (10 minutes per group member) 
Exemplar
Show how a context outside the classroom can support learning
Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	

	Practical
	100%

	TOTAL
	100%






EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD)

	Does the module contribute to ESD?
	Yes


	· 
	No


	If yes please provide brief details (no more than 100 words):

Global citizenship, social justice, ethics & well being
Evaluate the impacts and interconnections between the activities of different generations, demographic groups and cultures, recognising that there may be tensions and competing factors between them.

Education stewardship & future thinking
Identify the importance of drawing upon scientific evidence and scholarly research in seeking to understand the environment and the impact of human activity upon it.
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Bartlett, S. & Burton, D. (2003) Education Studies: Essential Issues. London: Sage.
Curtis, W. Ward. S. Sharp, J. & Hankin, L. (2014) Education Studies. London: Learning Matters.

Journals 

Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood: online
Child Development: online
Early Childhood Education Journal: online
International Journal of Early Childhood: online
TES Cymru: limited online access through publisher website
Re-focus

Websites

Early Childhood in Scotland - www.itscotland.org.uk/earlyyears
ERIC Digests - www.ericdigests.org
howardgardner.com/multiple-intelligences/
infed.org/mobi/learning-theory-models-product-and-process/
National Wool Museum - www.museumwales.ac.uk/en/wool/
Pearson Education – www.pearsoned.co.uk/doherty
St Fagan’s National History Museum - www.museumwales.ac.uk/en/stfagans/
Wales Index - www.walesindex.co.uk/pages/330.html
Welsh Government - www.wales.gov.uk
www.learningandteaching.info/learning/about.htm

Students will be directed to a range of additional websites during module delivery.
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