WHAT IMPORTANT POLITICAL AND/OR SOCIAL TRANSFORMATIONS WERE BROUGHT ABOUT BY THE FRENCH REVOLUTION, AND WHAT WAS THE CULTURAL IMPACT OF THESE TRANSFORMATIONS?
Pre-revolutionary France held largely conservative beliefs about its people, with the working classes subjugated and the aristocracy maintaining financial dominance, the people rose up and protested the unfairness they faced. With this socio-political change came ripples of cultural shift, leading to a movement of women’s rights in France as well as a leap in art and literature across Europe which was heavily inspired by the revolution. 
The role of women changed substantially during and after the french revolution. Traditionally, women were afforded no political power, with no voting rights and no opportunity to hold political office. Instead they were forced to rely on their husbands for any semblance of societal power. The education of women was also affected by this notion that they were an extension of their husband, as a woman’s schooling tended to end after teaching her how to be a pious wife and mother.[footnoteRef:2] The work opportunities for women were also incredibly limited, as most working women of the third estate were reduced to seamstresses for employed work, or prostitution where that was not available. While this was well argued as an issue to women of the time, there were immense differences in the protests of women; [2:  Marquise de Maintenon "Instruction to the Nuns of St. Louis," in Writings by Pre-Revolutionary French Women. ed. A. R., Larsen and C. H., Winn. (New York, Garland Publishing Inc., 2000), p. 321.] 

One of the most damning pieces toward the dismissal of women in pre-revolutionary France is the entry into Diderot and d’Alembert’s 1756 Encyclopédie entitled ‘Woman’[footnoteRef:3]. Here, the four contributors to the encyclopaedia explicitly label women as nothing more than “failed men” who “must be subordinate to their husbands” and are therefore cannot have any semblance of personal autonomy. Moreover, the notion that the character of most women is affected greatly by “the delicacy of her constitution” and that “nature” has gifted “men the right to govern”[footnoteRef:4] plays into the naturalistic fallacy that women are subjugated by nature, not by men or the systems they put in place. This widespread and widely agreed upon definition of women’s positions in the world highlights the outright oppression that women faced during the time as scholarly men made it apparent that they were not figures to be respected or heard in the same way as their male counterparts and that they have their value rooted in “the difficulty of obtaining them” rather than any potential physical, mental, or emotional strength they possess, making women entirely passive to the world around them.  [3:  ‘Woman’ Encyclopédie ou Dictionnaire raisonné des sciences, des arts, et des métiers par une societé des gens de lettres, ed. Denis Diderot and Jean Le Rond d'Alembert, 17 vols. (1751–65) (Paris, Briasson, 1756), 6:4, 68–76.]  [4:  Ibid.] 

Abbé de Sieyès defined an ‘active citizen’ as a ‘sufficiently educated’ person who participated in the work force.[footnoteRef:5] Therefore women were excluded from this class of persons and were instead labelled ‘passive citizens’ and were largely reliant on the incomes of their husbands or fathers. While this ideology did not change, the defining parameters and labelling did over time - however the exclusion of most women from being defined as ‘active’ in their society was steadfast. [5:  J.W., Scott. Only Paradoxes to Offer: French Feminists and the Rights of Man, (Harvard University Press, 2009), p. 34.] 

Once the revolution was underway, women began to find firm footing in affirmative action. In 1789, following a bad harvest and a deregulation in grain prices, market women from Paris were forced to revolt against the unresponsive powers that were unable to maintain their subjects’ wellbeing. The women marched from Paris on Versailles with makeshift and decommissioned weaponry, including pikes, muskets, and clubs, eventually storming the castle with demands for food.[footnoteRef:6] This was a precursor to the arguable women’s uprising that developed throughout the wider revolution. Later, in 1793, the Society of Revolutionary Republican Women was formed in amongst the other political clubs emerging at the time.[footnoteRef:7] Despite their short longevity, the Revolutionary Republican Women brought light to key elements of political equality and caused an uproar within their 5 months of political activity. The group were dissolved thanks to the establishment Jacobins labelled the society’s president a ‘counterrevolutionary’ and planting distrust among the ranks.[footnoteRef:8] This, coupled with the growing distain among other women for those wearing the red signifying their alliance with the revolution and possibly their association with the Society, eventually caused the group to disband despite the reluctance of high ranking members.  [6:  S. M., Wright, Insurrectionary Heroines: The Possibilities and Lomits of Women’s Radical Action During the French Revolution, (Michigan, Grand Valley Stade University, 2013), p.5.]  [7:  Wright, p. 10.]  [8:  Y. Bessiéres and P. Niedzwiecki, Women in the French Revolution: Bibliography, (Institute for the Development of the European Cultural Area, 1991), p. 13.] 

As well as gaining some areas of political significance, women were able to contribute to the arts more freely; primarily, literature became more accessible to women. However, there was still an issue of acceptance relating to challenging content written by women, for example Olympe de Gouges’ 1791 pamphlet ‘The Declaration of the Rights of Woman’.[footnoteRef:9] The third-estate born author wrote her piece asserting the unequal treatment of women with scathing criticism, and suggesting 17 rulings that function to equalize the sexes in France. These points include, crucially, that “woman is born free and remains equal to man in rights”[footnoteRef:10] while also asserting across multiple points that “no woman is exempted; [if] she is indicted, arrested and detained…[and] declared guilty, all rigour is exercised by the law”[footnoteRef:11] - an element of equality that goes largely unspoken in many conversations. Because of these writings, Olympe de Gouges was condemned as an ‘unnatural woman’ and again denounced as ‘counterrevolutionary’, eventually falling victim to the guillotine in 1793. This proves that while women gained the ability to protest, the new government was unable to fulfil the equalities that those women demanded, and the mere suggestion of ideas not in-keeping with the ideologies were punished by death.  [9:  O., de Gouges, The Declaration of the Rights of Woman, (Paris, Self-Published, 1791).]  [10:  Ibid.]  [11:  Ibid.] 

Another socio-cultural effect of the French Revolution was the development of literary romanticism across Europe. The romantic movement first took root around the same time as the start of revolutionary action, and as a result the romantics were greatly influenced by the changing French landscape. Notably, famous romantics from England such as Lord George Byron and Percy Shelley were supportive and encouraging of the revolution.[footnoteRef:12] Additionally, while romantic pioneers William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge took the side of the aristocracy, their work was still profoundly effected by the revolution, particularly Wordsworth who shifted his focus to include the complexity of human lives as well as his particular affinity with the awe of nature and the beauty the world offers. Romanticism also thrived in France itself, with a domination of romantic poetry by writers Victor Hugo and Alfred de Vigny, among copious others, and a shift toward prose by authors like Chateaubriand who greatly influenced the generation of writers following him with novels like ‘The Genius of Christianity’ and ‘Les Martyrs’.[footnoteRef:13] [12:  J. Christensen, “The Romantic Movement at the End of History”, Critical Inquiry, 1994, pp. 452–476.]  [13:  M. A., O’Neil, “Chateaubriand's ‘Atala’: A Study of The French Revolution.” Nineteenth-Century French Studies, vol. 22, no. 1/2, 1993, pp. 1–14.] 

To conclude, there were clear social and political changes following the French revolution, and from this came clear cultural developments. While women were hugely mistreated and subjugated under the Ancién Regime, they at the very least gained a voice and a platform after the revolution despite the continued dismissal of many women’s qualms and the notion that protesting for women’s rights was ‘counterrevolutionary’. Additionally, there were clear changes to art and literature, namely the inseparable link between romanticism and the revolution. European romantic authors were drawn to the turmoil of the French revolution and made their opinions known, as well as the movement taking off in France itself. At its core, the French revolution was both an upheaval in socio-political norms and a development in culture across Europe, developing into a movement felt throughout the various empires and countries surrounding it. 
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