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[bookmark: _Toc110348623]Introduction 
Learning institutions have been complementing virtual learning with other traditional methods of learning since the onset of the coronavirus pandemic. Virtual learning environments (VLE) includes all learning materials that supplement the traditional learning methods such as online classes, reading resources and assessments (Malmstrom, 2021). The rationale for this study is to get a deeper understanding into what effective virtual learning encompasses and strategies that could be employed to make improvements. Further studies on the subject could help gain further understanding on how students learn best through virtual learning and the designing of more effective learning environments. This research could give information to policy makers on more use, introduction and adoption of the virtual learning in institutions. There will be use of primary and secondary data in the study. In the primary data there will be the formulation of questionnaires. A survey will also be conducted in the study.
[bookmark: _Toc110348624]Background information
There are various ways of analyzing the impact of virtual learning environments on students’ learning experiences. There could be an analysis into how virtual learning could be used to complement the efforts of tutors to transfer knowledge to the learners in classrooms or as a replacement to the learning method. Another way to critically understand virtual learning is through the evaluation of the opportunities created for the learners (Ellman and Schwartz, 2016). From the studies conducted, virtual learning is more effective than the traditional ways of teaching. Studies found that learners that took courses through virtual learning had better performance than those that had the traditional forms of learning. The online classes are more effective as there is flexibility into the time and pace the learners take during the course. The learner is therefore to access the learning materials conveniently unlike the traditional learning that involves the attendance of physical classes. Absence due to illnesses or other personal factors like clashing classes with other activities such as part time jobs will lead to the learners to totally miss the instructions passed on. In virtual learning, the learners are able to interact with the others allowing more effective peer-peer leaning. The interactions and discussions could be made online despite the distance. The learners can access more resources from the virtual resources as well as interact with their tutors. 
Studies by Camacho and Legare (2021) posit that there is creation of opportunities for learning in virtual environments for some learners. Those with learning disabilities and special needs benefit from this form of learning unlike the traditional way of physical learning in classrooms. The reduced distractions could positively affect the learning outcomes of the learners with disabilities or special needs. This is because they learn at their pace, allowing more flexibility and understanding of the various academic issues. Learners with anxiety could also learn at their pace free from their triggers, increasing their chances of improved academic performance. Research by Amir et al (2020) suggests that when learners have more choices on their learning materials and activities, they are more eager to learn. The learners could pursue studies in their line of interest, increasing their academic success. The control and autonomy could increase motivation and comprehension on the various academic matters.
Studies by Barker and Gossman (2013) posit that more learners prefer the virtual learning experiences to traditional methods of learning. Majority of the learners preferred this method, due to the positive impact and the ease of comprehension. During the pandemic, there were drastic changes made to reduce the transmission rates. Due to the stay-at-home directives, traditional learning was affected as the learners could not physically visit the classes. To allow advancement of studies for the learners there was introduction of virtual learning in most learning institutions. Studies by (Thomas,2020) indicated that learners were open to new forms of learning such as the virtual learning that allow flexibility. Majority of the learners however prefer mixed learning methods, the virtual and traditional classroom learning. Some of the factors that led to the support of the virtual leaning were increased efficiency, adaptability, satisfaction and motivation. The learners for instance cited satisfaction, due to the increased resources they could access from the virtual learning and the ability to revisit the sources to gain better understanding. Literature reviews made on the effect of virtual learning experiences posit that the effectiveness of the learning method is dependent on the ease of transmission of information between the learners and the lecturers. It should also be relatively easy to interact with other learners on the platform. The tools used in this learning method must also meet the various learning needs to ensure positive outcomes and achievement of the set learning goals.
Studies by Arden (2021) indicate that the use of virtual learning tools in learning institutions has radicalized changes in the education system. The ease of communication, transfer of information to the learners and increased communication fosters positive learning experiences for the learners. According to this research there are various types of online platforms. These include online learning resources, communication tools, learning management systems and online digital learning games. The learners use the tools depending on their objectives (Phair and Warren).
[bookmark: _Toc110348625]The Aims and objectives of the study
The main aim for this study is to establish the impact of virtual learning environments on the various students’ learning experiences.  
[bookmark: _Toc110348626]Objectives 
1. To analyze the student’s perception on the use of virtual learning as a learning method.
2. To analyze the benefits and setbacks of virtual learning using feedback from the learners
3. To identify their preferences on the various virtual learning tools.
[bookmark: _Toc110348627]Methods 
[bookmark: _Toc110348628]Research philosophy 
Research philosophy describes how the data will be collected for analysis and use in the research. The research philosophy that could be used in a study could either be positivism, interpretivism or pragmatism (Myers et al, 2010). This study will however use positive interpretivism, a philosophical approach that will be done through the collection of thoughts, opinions and ideas from the learners for data interpretation. The research strategy could be used in future studies to develop hypothesis that could confirm the findings from previous work on the subject. 
[bookmark: _Toc110348629]Research methods 
The study will use mixed method for the data collection. It will have both the quantitative and qualitative data. Quantitative data will be represented via a table whereas the qualitative data will be analyzed according to the various themes in the study. 
[bookmark: _Toc110348630]Type of data 
There was use of primary and secondary data for the study. The primary data was collected from questionnaires issued to some learners at the institution. Primary data refers to information that has been collected first hand by the researcher. The main benefits of this form of data are the high levels of accuracy and reliability, better level of control and the information collected could lead to additional data. In primary data, it is easy to control the research design and method. The information collected is also up to date. Some of the setbacks are that its time consuming and expensive. The results collected from the respondents will however be more accurate than secondary data as the information collected is current. 
Secondary data was also used in the study. It was used to get information on the virtual learning experiences, its effects and some of the tools that could be employed during learning. There was use of articles and journals to get the information on the virtual learning experiences. Secondary data will be effective as its cost effective, easy to access information and also specific in nature (McNeil and Chapman, 2005).
[bookmark: _Toc110348631]Research tools 
The tools used in the data collection were questionnaires. There was use of structured questionnaires that were issued to learners at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. The questionnaires were effective for the study as they a cost effective and accurate tool for data collection. The learners could also give their views on virtual learning without fear of intimidation. The sample siz was 20 learners from the university.
[bookmark: _Toc110348632]Sampling technique 
There was random sampling for the study. All the learners that were willing to participate in the study were picked at random to participate in the study. Random sampling is effective as it reduces bias and has high accuracy levels (Saunders et al, 2009). The sample used for the study is a representation of the population. The study findings therefore will represent the views of the population.

[bookmark: _Toc110348633]Results
The results gathered from the primary research are given below.

1.  I like the Virtual learning experience better than the traditional teaching systems. 
	Strongly agree
	10

	Agree
	5

	Neither agree or disagree
	3

	Disagree
	2

	Strongly disagree
	0



2. What is the frequency of your use of virtual learning environment in your learning?
	Daily
	8

	Each week
	7

	Once in two weeks
	5

	After a month or so
	0



3. How would you rate the quality of virtual learning environment used?
	Excellent
	12

	Okay
	4

	Average
	4

	Poor
	0

	Very poor
	0



4. What is the ease of access level to the required resources in the virtual learning environment? 
	Relatively easy
	4

	Easy
	10

	Average
	4

	A bit hard
	2

	Very hard 
	0


 
5. What are some of the benefits of the virtual learning environment?
Respondent 3 Increased access to resources and flexibility.
Respondent 12 there is better interaction at the platform both from my tutors and other learners.
Respondent 7: easy to use, can get other resources for my part time interests, I can easily get feedback from this learning method.
6. According to you what are some of the setbacks for virtual learning environment?
Respondent 15 It is easy to focus only on my areas of interest. This could affect my academic studies as I spend less time on units related to my course than other areas of interests.
Respondent 8 I easily shelf off reading since I know that the resources are easily accessible. This has led to procrastination to my studies.
Respondent 11 I am sometimes unable to keep up with the information given.
7. In your current virtual learning environment what are some of the learning tools that you could use?
Respondent 1 I mostly use google classroom or Zoom
Respondent 3 Google drive and cloud.
[bookmark: _Toc110348634]Discussion 
From the above discussion, learners are open to forms of learning at the learning institutions. From the results, at least 75%of the learners prefer and agree to using the virtual learning environments than the traditional way of classroom learning. This shows their adaptability to using this form of leaning.
At least 50% of the respondents use the virtual learning environment daily, with 25% using it weekly. This demonstrates the high use of the learning methods unlike the traditional way of learning. This has been necessitated by changing schedules among the students and also the pandemic that has affected the learning calendar in most institutions. From the study, 60% have positive interactions with the learning method. Some of the benefits according to the learners are increased access to the resources, flexibility, increased interactions between the tutors and the learners, and gaining of additional skills from the various learning platforms. The learners can easily access more resources through the virtual learning environments. This will positively affect their academic performance. The virtual learning environment allow communication between the learners and the tutors. According to studies by (Debois, 2022), there should be increased interaction between the learners and tutors to meet the various learning needs and objectives. 
From the above study, it is evident that the virtual learning environment have various advantages and disadvantages to the learners. More should be done to create positive interactions between the platform and the learners. Due to its adaptability and flexibility more learning institutions are embracing virtual learning environment as a complementary and replacement to the traditional form of learning.
[bookmark: _Toc110348635]Conclusion 
From the above studies, virtual learning environment is a learning method that learning institutions are adapting. The virtual learning involves the use of online learning materials to transfer information between the learners and the tutors. Due to the recent coronavirus pandemic, it is crucial for learning institutions to adapt to the changes to enable the continuation of the various learning programs. From the studies analyzed, the use of virtual learning in institutions has brought immense benefits to the learners as well as the tutors. The learners are able to interact better, access learning resources and also learn at their own pace. There are also several opportunities created for learners with learning disabilities and special needs. There was administration of questionnaires to the learners to analyze the impact of virtual learning environments to the learners. From the study the learners have adapted to new forms of learning, with the majority preferring to use the virtual leaning environments. Despite these benefits, there are some drawbacks that must be looked into to enhance and foster positive academic outcomes for all learners. The learning institutions should therefore develop virtual learning environments that cater to the various learner needs and are also easy to interact.
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Appendix one
	University of Wales Trinity Saint David
Questionnaire 
Tick the appropriate answers and fill in the blanks where appropriate
1. I like the Virtual Learning Environment better than the traditional teaching system 
Strongly agree 	10
Agree 	5
Neither agree or disagree 	3
Disagree 	2
Strongly disagree 	0

2. What is the frequency of your use of the Virtual Learning Environment?
Daily 	8
Each week 	7
Once in two weeks 	5
After a month or so	0

3. How would you rate the quality of Virtual Learning Environment used? 
Excellent 	12
Okay 	4
Average	4
Poor 	0
Very poor 	0

4. What is the ease of access levels to the required resources in the virtual learning environment? 
Relatively easy 	4
Easy 	10
Average	4
 A bit hard 	2
Very hard 	0 

5. What are some of the benefits of Virtual Learning Environment?
…………………
…………………

6. According to you what are some of the setbacks of Virtual Learning Environment? 
……………….
……………….

7. In your Virtual Learning Environment what are some of the tools that you use?  
…………..
…………..
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