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	NAME: Jack Lewis

	STUDENT ID No.: 2117854

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Is Taser an effective strategy in British Policing?

INTRODUCTION:
The introduction of Taser to the UK began in 2003, a trial was set for firearms officers in five police forces to use the Taser during their tour of duty. David Blunkett in 2003 was the home secretary provided authorisation for Taser throughout England and Wales (Bleetman A, Steyn R, Lee C, 2004). It is noted by Bleetman A, Steyn R, Lee C that ‘The advanced taser delivers a sequence of half sine wave current pulses, each having a peak amplitude of about 18 amps and a duration of about 11 microseconds. The peak voltage output of the device is as high as 50,000 volts. 

I have chosen to research this topic as since the introduction of Taser there have been many debate in regards to the possession and use of Taser by police. It’s been identified that there are medical implications from the use of Taser, which may affect certain groups of people. The inquest of Jordan Beagley concluded that the discharge of Taser more than minimally contributed to his death. There are also documented concerns regarding the use of taser against ethnic minorities which produced findings that black and ethnic minorities are more likely to have Taser discharged on them than white people (McGuinness T, 2016).  Factors which may influence the use of Taser are head injuries from uncontrolled falls, flammable materials, subjects in vulnerable positions, and repeated or prolonged application of discharge (College of Policing ,2013).

Section 5 of the Firearms Act 1968 classifies the taser as a prohibited weapon, however it is permitted to be used by police officers whilst carrying out their duty. To be permitted to use a Taser as a serving police officer, the officer must be listed as a specially trained officer who through training and successful completion of training gains this accreditation, (College of Policing, 2013).

I have chosen this topic of research, in order to develop my knowledge and understanding of Taser use in British Policing and also to analyse and evaluate the effect of the taser since it’s introduction to the police services in England and Wales. I also aim to gain an understanding of the perception of current and previous police officers and members of the public on the use of Taser in England and Wales. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES:

The objectives of this research is to evaluate the effectiveness of Taser which is used by police forces in England and Wales. To achieve my aim this project will use the following objectives.

· Academic research into the use of Taser and the positive and negative impact it can have on police and the public.
· Evaluation of documented real-life situations involving the use of Taser.
· Action research into the perception of the Taser from police officers currently serving, or previously serving and also from members of the public.





	LITERATURE REVIEW:

There’s a number of literature sources available to me to be able to conduct the research required to complete this project. 

The Home Office (2014) produced an article noting “Taser is a pistol-like conductive energy device that can incapacitate an individual through the use of an electrical current. It is less lethal than a conventional firearm and provides a valuable tactical option for the police when faced with violence or threats of violence that force is needed to protect the public, themselves or the individual concerned.” Following this information provided the Home Office provide numerous statistics in relation to Taser use between January and June 2014.

Dymond, A (2018) gives evaluation into the literature of the use of force and taser. Also providing data and research collection, publishing the results of the findings. 

The National Police Chiefs Council (2019) have provided extensive research into the analysis of Taser use in British Policing, this research having been conducted fifteen years since the introduction of Taser. 

There’s numerous publications based on Taser use by government agencies, providing key statistics to assist with this project. Through examination of the statistics a more in-depth investigation into Taser use in specific timeframes can be conducted. 





	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I will be using two methods of research to complete this project. These methods will be primary and secondary.

Through the use of primary research, I will distribute a questionnaire which will allow me to gather information from current and previous police officers and also members of the public.

Through the use of secondary research, it will allow me to collate information that has been gathered from previously conducted studies and research. 

These research methods are best suited to my research as they will allow me to gather information dating from the introduction of Taser in 2003 to the present time. Research will be valuable and current. This research in collaboration with a literature review of wide-ranging sources, will ensure I obtain the necessary information in relation to my project.




	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
My project will look to gain participation from police officers who are currently serving or who are now retired from service. I will aim to seek the views of police officers in a variety of departments, both Taser trained and non-trained officers. I will aim to ensure that participants are from diverse backgrounds to prevent bias. I will also be seeking participation from members of the public. Seeking participation from these persons will assist in gaining further understanding and views, and will provide a broader knowledge of how Taser’s introduction is perceived as a positive or negative step in policing. 

I believe this to be the best approach to conducting my research as there is a high potential for a discussion on the numerous topics in relation to Taser following input from persons from numerous perspectives. 

Through the research of facts and figures, alongside a questionnaire providing opinions and perspectives, I will obtain a more in depth knowledge surrounding the use of Taser by police forces in England and Wales. 



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

As a Taser trained serving Police Officer I will need to ensure my research and findings are not bias and are based on research and fact. I will analyse case studies that do not involve myself or close colleagues. I will ensure questionnaires are distributed to a diverse range of people to ensure a wide range of views are obtained and research collated is not bias due to age, gender, race, sexuality. 

	TIME SCALE:
The project which I am completing has been set into a timeframe by the University. This is set into six parts as shown below:  

Proposal and Ethics Forms- 27th November 2023
Chapter: Literature Review- 5th February 2024
Chapter: Research Methodology- 18 March 2024
Chapter: Analysis of Results-  6th May 2024
Chapter: Conclusion and recommendations- 10th June 2024
Final Submission- 8th July 2024 .
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